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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


BecausG  cf  market  ccndi^.ions  pctatc  shipDents  frcn  this  district  have  been 
reduced  to  a.lmcst  ncthincr  diiring  the  past    v/eok.     For  the  v/eek  endinr^  Karoh  'ZL 
the  average  nuLiber  cf  cars  per  day  wqs  about  30  ar^ainst  60  the  provicas  week, 
is  Gstinatod  that  approxinately  500  cars  v/ill  rG.~ain  in  the  district  after  the 
shipping  season  closes. 

According  to  nov/spapor  stator.ents  dehydriting  plants  are  being  established  at 
Denver  and  Ft. Collins  v^hich  it  is  hoped  -"ill  be  completed  in  time  to  hqndle  part 
of  the  1917  crop..     I  have  not  been  able  to  verify  these  reports » 

The  potitc  acreage  v/ill  be  considerably  reduced  this  year,so:-:o  say  50  per  cent 
but  that  is  probably  exaggerated. 

Wcrk'  is  b^' iig  dene  on  the  land  nov;  and  considerable  S^.xia^is  being  put  in* 
There  ?/ill  be  a  large  increrise  in  the  bean  acreage , especially  seed  beans  v.hich 
are  being  grovm  under  contract.  (CT.F, CLARPC} 

Jercr.:e..  Idaho* .  For  the  week  end  in::  March  30. 19  IS. 

The  weather  is  varr.  md  a  great  deil  cf  v;heat  is  being  planted.     A  heavy  rain 
Tuesday  night  put  the  soil  in  excellent  condition  for  grain,      Vg  have  harro\7od 
all  the  potato  and  cat  grcund  since  the  riin.      There  appears  tc  be  a  shortage  of 
seed  wheat  in  this  secticni  Do  net  know  hew  severe  it  ir.ay  be.      Potatoes  are  worth 
about  60  cents  and  none  are  r.xving, although  there  are  plenty  of  cars  ax'ailable. 
Last  week  (I'.arch  13-23)  the  agent  for  the  V/ylie  Zuckeman  Cc.  was  requested  tc 
stop  buying  the  first  cf  this  week. 

F-r  the  week  end  in'?  Arril  5,1918 . 
The  past  week  has  been  scr.owhat  wintry,  V-ednesday  r.crning  there  v/as  eight 
inches  of  sncv;  on  tlie  ;:!:round»  V/oather  has  been  cold  md  v;indy=    Expect  wo  are 
beginning  to  be  repaid  for  cur  r.:ild  v/eather.    There  is  nc  r.arket-.  for  pctatces 
here.     At  Twin  Falls  they  sold  last  week  fcr  35  cents  a  sack  (ll2  lbs).     A  cam- 
paign is  on  to  increase  the  sugar  beet  acreage  10^  over  what  it  was  in  1917, in 
which  case  the  ccnpany  will  pay  §10  a  ton  for  beets  instead  cf  §9 =00, the  rate 
set  for  this  year.        Prof .PoPcPeterson  cf  the  Soils  Dop.^of  the  Univ. of.  Idaho 
v/as  here  tsiix^  tv;c  days  this  v/eek  setting  up  an  experirrent  on  Duty  cT  Water 
I  nvo  s  t  i  ga  t  i  0  ns ,  {  G .  V/»  D's^lYiKY  ) 

Presque  Islejlaine ,  Fcr  the  week  ending  April  6.1918 , 

Left  Fashington,D,C;  Karch  31, arriving  in  Prosque  Isle , Me », April  2,  Sprin,^ 
is  already  well  advanced  and  the  snow  is  fast  disappearing.     The  stock  at 
Aroostook  Farn  in  cur  new  potato  hcuso  canio  through  the  winter  in  excellent 
condition.      The  temperature  has  run  around  34  to  35  all  winter^and  the  huni  dity 
around  90%,     Plenty  of  air^a  low  temper iture , and  a  high  humidity  are  apparer>tly 
essential  factors  in  keeping  potatoes  in  gocd  ccnditicn.      The  pressure  sys-^en 
for  water  will  be  installed  Monday , April  8,     We  have  selected  seed  cf  the  var- 
iety collection  and  sacked  for  treating. 

Mr. L.D. Sweet  of  the  Food  Administration  gave  a  talk  before  a  large  audience 
Friday  afternoon  and  again  in  the  evening  a  meeting  v/as  held  of  business  r.en 
qx^d  farmers.  Similar  r.eetings  were  held  in  Fort  Fairfield  Saturday,  Mr. Sweet 
returned  to  Presquo  Isle  Saturday  night, held  a  meeting  in  the  afternoon  Sunday 
and  another  in  the  evening.  Dr. Edson, Plant  Pathologist  ,cf  V/ashington, arrived  ' 
in  town  Saturday  afternoon  to  begi:n  some  experimental  vrcrk  in  treating  seed 
potatoes ^with  Bichloride  of  Mercury.  Dr.Edson  also  gave  a  talk  at  the  meeting 
Sunday  afternoon. .   Dr,Sweet  leaves  for  Baggrr  Monday  morning. 


One  cf  tho  results  cf  i.r»SY7Get*s  ""'isit  to  Arccatcck  is  the  appcintniont  of  a 
ccrnii-.ittGe  fron  Ft.Fairfiold  and  Pnsque  Isle,  whc  shall  r-oet  in  the  near  futurj  an« 
take  the  prolininary  step  towards  the  icrnciticn  cf  an  crganization  of  business  con 
and  fanners  ^  t;hose  cbject  shall  be  to  prcncto  the  best  interests  cf  the  Ccunty. 
A  similar  organization  it  is  hoped  v:ill  bo  fcrmed  in  the  southern  part  cf  the 
ccunty, Eastern  being  dividddg  lino.  (P,l:.LOI!BARI)) 

Wa3hing;tcn  Notes »  For  week  ending  April  6,1918 

The  outdoor  activities  of  tho  cffice  so  far  as  Irish  potatoes  are  concerned  hav 
consisted  in  the  planting  cf  cno  cf  tho  potato  pens  at  Arlington  Farr.i  by  Gocrge 
Ccrdor,and  tho  preparation  cf  a  sufficient  nunber  cf  eye  cuttings  frcn  pctatc  par- 
ings, also  the  ror.cval  cf  cone-shaped  single  ^ye  cuttings  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
their  keeping  qualities  under  different  conditions  until  required  for  planting, This 
work  is  being  pcrfcrred  by  V^C.Ediv.cndson*      J'iss  l.'argaret  Conner  has  recently  pre- 
pared  brief  papers  on  mothcds  of  hcr.e  manufacture  cf  pctatc  chips  and  cf  converting 
the  raw  potato  into   i  dried,  sliced  fern  which, under  proper  conditions  ,r.ay  bo  kept 
indefinitely  and  which  v/hen  properly  nvido  can  bo  prepared  for  the  table  in  a  var- 
iety of  ways.      It  is  hoped  that  these  papers  will  scon  be  published  sc  that  those 
desiring  such  information  can  -ivail  thenselvos  cf  it.      The  preparation  cf  a 
Farmers'  Bulletin  entitled  "Tho  Prcducticn  cf  Lato  or  I.Iain  Crop  Potatoes  in  tho 
United  States**  has  engaged  tho  \vriter's  attention  for  tho  past  tY'o  or  three  v/eeks , 
I.!essr3,Edr.cndscn  and  Ccrdor  plan  to  leave  fcr  Sv/annanca ,N, C,  cn  the  evening  of 
April  8  fcr  the  purpose  cf  planting  the  South  Anorican  variety  and  seedling  Col! 
lections  which  are  tc  be  tested  there  this  season.      I  .an  planning  to  leave  V'ash- 
ington  fcr  Florida  on  the  12th  fcr  the  purpose  cf  studying  tho  devolcpnont  cf  po- 
tato culture  in  tho  central  portion  cf  the  State , particularly  in  the  vicinity  cf 
Hocre  Haven,  Ft.I.Iyers,  Bradentovm,  Tanpa,  Plant  City,  Dade  City  and  Kissinnee. 

Potatoes  are  ncv;  retailing  in  tho  chain  stcres  in  V.'ashingtcn  at  20  per  pound. 
Present  information  uculd  seoLi  tc  indicate  that  unless  potato  consui-pt ion  can  be 
greatly  stimulated  beyond  the  ncrmal ,lar~e  quantities  cf  this  valuable  food  crop 
will  net  be  marketed.  Tho  U.S. Feed  Ad:::inistraticn  and  the  Extension  Service  cf 
the  U.S. Department  cf  Agriculture  are  now  planning  i  ccmprohonsive  campaign  lock- 
ing tcv/ard  the  conservaticn  cf  the  crop  through  increased  consumption  ct  it. 

(\7,  STUART) 
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'jz-eoj  cv.  Coloradot  I^o r  i: he    7; _> h  1<  e rid:'       A 0 i .'-  .1. 

Potato  shipments  from  this  district  c  woro  rouuci^sJ  gc  3  to  10        e  i-cr  aa; 
during  the  past  v/eek»      The  prevailing  prico  is  about  50  cents  per  hundred  though 
a  fev/  sales  oX  fancy  Rurals  wero  reported  ay  hip;h  as  75  cents*      Several  hundred 
carloads  still  remain  in  the  growers'  hands>     Dne  grcMi^er  is  said  to  havo  nearly 
20,000  bushels  on  hand. 

A^.shipper's*  association  has  been  fcrncd  and  a  system  of  inspection  adopt- 
ed»      It  is  the  plan  to  have  each  carload  of  potatoes  ship^ped  by  r.ecce  rs  of  the 
association  inspected  by  an  official  inspector*      This  v/crk  has  recently  been  put 
in  operation  and  appears  to  be  quite  effective  in  elir.inating  the  inferior  grades  * 

Some  snov;  fell  during  the  past  week.      '7hile  the  total  precipi tati  <.n  was 
not  great  it  was  sufficient  to  benefit  the  grain  v/hich  has  been  sov/n  and  tr  put  the 
ground  in  better  condition  for  working* 

For  the  week  ending  April  13 >  1918 > 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  potato  shipments  from  this  district 
since  the  last  report.    The  present  prices  are  frczn  55  to  60  cents*      Some  ungrad- 
ed stock  for  cattle  feeding  has  been  sold  in  bulk  at  cellars  for  20  cents  per  hun- 
dred. 

The  weather  has  been  favorable  for  faro  work  which  is  progressing  rapid- 
ly ♦      Considerable  grain  has  been  put  in  and  several  fields  of  wheat  are  already 
up*  (CT.F»  CLARK) 


Jerome >  Idaho?  For  tte  week  ending  April  13,  1918. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  quite  v/arm.  Had  three  rains 
amounting  to  a  little  more  than  half  an  inch  of  rainfall.  It  is  snowing  this 
morning  and  is  much  colder. 

There  is  no  market  for  potatoes,      A  great  r.any  f arra  rs  are  either  giving 
them  away  or  using  them  for  feed.      The  acreage  for  this  year  is  estimated  at  about 
200  acres  on  the  North  Side  Tract.      It  was  1600  last  year.      There  is  every  in- 
dication that  sacks  will  cost  around  30  cents  next  year  ani  those  who  do  expect 
to  grow  potatoes  are  planning  to  ship  in  bulkt 

Vfe  are  irrigating  the  alfalfa, 

(geo.w.  eeyey) 


jlor^olk,  Yirrinia:  April  16.  1918, 

I  was  examining  your  potatoes  this  morning,  and  find  that  just  a  few  "of 
them  are  beginning  to  show  above  the  ground,      1  think  it  vail  hardly  be  worth 
while  to  attempt  to  make  germination  counts  for  the  next  ten  days  or  two  weeksv 


(T^CJOHNSON) 
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Pre s que  Isle^  Uq,  For  tb?  we^k  oridir?  I^u^i Ij'^k.  1>'-"!B. 

¥e  began  treating  seed  Uedneoday  (April  lO)  ani  at  tiTs  prefer':  rasc  cf 
progress  vdll  finish  this  wcrk  in  abcut  a  week. 

The  v/eather  has  teen  ^jvarr;:  ad  an  early  Sprinp;  is  predicted,  however  socie 
good  warn  rains  are  needed  before  '-jg  can  hope  for  settled  wes.ther, 
DY**  Edson  expects  tc  leave  Maine  next  Wednesday, 

Indications  are  that  a  ncrmal  acreage  \7ill  bo  planted  this  year*  Pcta~ 
toes  aro  selling  for  ^1.75  tc  $2,00  per  barrel. 

The  Pitcl^r  Cc»  cf  Caribou  have  either  bought  or  leased  all  cf  the  starch 
factories  of  this  secticii  and  as  a  result  thoy  control  the  price  cf  Starch  Factory 
potatoes*      This  nonopcly  is  not  for  the  best  interests  of  the  potato  grcvv^ers  in 
my  jud^enb,  however  it  is  a  little  early  yet  to  drav/  conclusions* 

(p.  11.  loiibard) 


gwannanoa^  N^C,  For  the  v/eek  ending  April  13,  1918 « 

The  South  Aneriean  variety  collection,  a  few  of  the  standard  varieties, 
and  eighty-five  of  the  seodlin'^s  fror::  Maine  v/ere  planted  by  us  on  the  North  Carolina 
Branch  Experimental  Station  Farm  at  Swannanoa  on  April  9th  and  10th*      The  plat  of 
land  used  this  year  is  located  north  cf  the  Asheville  Bla«k  llcuirtain  road,  and  is 
joined  by  the  wood  land  of  the  north. 

The  potatoes  v;ero  planted  in  three  sections,  two  sections  containing  seven 
blocks,  ten  rows  Viride,  and  one  section  six  blocks  eight  rows  wide.      The  rows  run 
North  and  South, 

The  weather  from  the  8th  tc  the  10th  was  cloudy  and  cold*    Previous  to  this 
time  a  heavy  rain  had  fallen  which  made  the  soil  too  wet  to  work  upon  cur  arrival 
Tuesday  noon  (April  9)«      The  soil  dried  quickly  and  V/ednesday  afternoon  ard  Thurs- 
day wp  planned  potatoes,  finishing  the  work. Thursday  afternoon  in  time  to  catch  the 
night  train  for  V/ashington. 

(EDIIUNDSON  &  Conm) 


Vfeshington  Laboratory  notes.  For  the  week  ending  April  20.  1918. 

Short  articles  on  making  potato  chips  and  drying  potatoes  at  hone  have 
been  prepared  during  the  last  week.    These  are  intended  for  publication  in  Hr» 
barton's  V/eekly  Nev/s  Letter  ard  for  distribution  among  the  nev/spapers,  and  are 
part  of  the  general  propaganda  urging  the  utilization  of  tte  country's  large  sur- 
plus of  potatoes. 

The  next  few  days  will  see  the  er^i  of  this  year's  baking  tests,  designed 
to  complete  the  three  year  series  and  give  an  average  of  the  time  required  for 
booking  potatoes  of  differed  sizes,  comparative  economy  of  differet  oven  tempera* 
turos,  etc% 

Comparative  baking  and  boiling  tests  were  made  this  year  with  potatoes 
supplied  by  Dr.  Shreinsr  of  Soil  Fertility  Investigations.      The  potatoes  were 
'     grown  on  different  soil  types  under  varying  fertilizer  treatrents*      The  results 
<     of  this  work  have  not  yet  been  summarized. 

(MARGARET  CONNOR) 
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Qreelevy  Cclcrado^ 

There  has  been  .o-oeiclerj.ble  i^pro'-'oaer-i'.  in  the  oc+a"  o  situation  curxrct 
the  past  v/eek.       The  3hiip:.:en\ a  h  ivo  increagad  r  nd  ceits"  p-^iccs  liave  b'='en  ct '::5.infedc 
•       The  quotations  today  are  £0  tc   ;0  ^.e-ii.^>  te'r*  hurired.  ' 
t  Kr*  C.  Fe  I.*ar>r^  of  "Ui^  Burejj.i  oi  h.-.ktts  'o'l'-.c  has  been  invest  1  at ing  po- 

tato storage  conditions  j.r.  -uhid  V-ici/ntj  rieentiy  '''isite-d  tV/is  station^ 

llrs  J,  Rc  'Cavanagh",  juss.lstaiit  in  llarket  r-ui-veys.  v.-'ic  har  issued  the 
market  reports  .fron:  this  clistrUt  since  .■La3t  ir.3-i.,  ho.r^  :-ic:;6d  his  ncrk  her-f- 
the  seaScn» 

At  the  gtation  thr.  Lirr.i  vork  is  p:ro;5ie3r- iiij;  rxpi^O.-/;      Tht  c.itc-  have 
teen  sown  and  po.rf  of  +h;  p^xatc  :^rcund  hai  Voc^n  pr ipsrod- 


ZQJ-I . ihe  .*yoek  endlmz  April  20.  V)1Q.. 


Ecore  Havent  Fla^  Motes  ».  ikEOl-j:!  ?  1918 ^ 

^Tie  Irish  potato  .'-rep  iri  the  I'ccro  H  ive;.i  dist^tC':  in  Florida  whic'n  vas 
studied  isy  the  writ'er  on  tl>-  lor,h  f..r.d  17th  iS  act  as  fa;**  adv-anced  a>^  we  had  e:-:- 
pected  to  find  it.      It  is  estir.at^.d  that  there  are  about  IPOO  ajjres  devoted  ^o 
the  Irish  pcta^^c  Crop  this  year       The  c.^op  v;i.Xl  be  har<^ested  iron  Tune  20  tc 
July  1.      In  I'-'.y  opinion  no-ny  of  the  earlier  pl'^^nbed  field.s  v;ill  be  harvested  prior 
to  this  date , 

The  varieties  f^x-c^J7n  in  the  lioore  Haven  district  are  the  Triur.ph,  Irish 
<3cbblor  and  Spauldinr^  Nc»  4-      Their  relati^^e  Ir-pcrtance  so  far  as  acrear^e"  is  con- 
sidered is  in  the  order  in  v/hioh  they  are  nie'nti cned,      M  the  preset  tir.ie  every- 
thing points  "to  the  Irish  Cobbler  bee cr.unr^;  the  leading  variety.      The  Triur.ph 
variety  seens  tc  bo  Jes^  abl^  tc  resist  -iinf  a-v  orable  tflimatic  and  soil  conditions 
than  the  Irish  Cobbler,  hence  the  Increasing  popular Ity'  of  the  latter* 

The  soil' i.n  ttris  region  is  wVia^.'ls  ccrj-.  only  characterized  as  a  black 
muck  scilm      As" 'a  matter' of  ;'act  sc-e  of  it  is  quite  as  distinctively  a  peat  soil 
as  is  ether  ^oi^ticns  of  it  a  mock  soilj.  tije  two  being  rxre  tif  less  i'nterspeji^sed., 
tti  addllfioh,  as '  cne  approaches  1;he  shores"  cf  the  T.ake  tq  the  east  'or  the  jprairie* 
soil's' tc-  the-  westV  thsy  end Ctlriter  the  ll!-:;ht  ^arjds  so  oofcticn  j.^  Tlorida*      In  the 
distinctively  \i)lac1c  soil  aj'ea  it  'is  classified  accordin't.  "to  the  ve^f^e'-fcat'i  on  which, 
it  sustains,      T3^/o  disti.nsct  l^^pes  "beijrin;  reccn;Tii.zed,  vi.f ;  -  the  ''elderber'ry*wii2,cw**, 
soil  arid  the  "sa^vz-^rTrass"'  ^roil.      The  fcrDer  seers  at  t;he  present  time  to  be  r;uah. 
fhd -better  class  of  soil  for  a'^riaultyral  ferops  ad.  is  apparently  a  s-cnewhat  higher 
and  Ijetter  deccaipcsed  soil'  sc  far  as  its  ve-retable"  cor-iposit i on  is  concerned^ 

A  considerable  ptfticn  cf  the"  potato  crop  cn  the  ''sa\7-V,'rass"  land  Is 
locking  unsatisfactory  and  in  n-any  instance's  bids  fair  to  be  r.ore  "or  less  of  a 
failure  so  far  as  a  ercp  is  tcncetne'd^      It  is  difficult  tc  determine  the  real" 
clauses  of  tlfe  trouble  but  if  there  is-  any  one  cau^e  ir^cre  cutstandin?;  than  another, 
i\i  is  that  'of  poor  soil  d^ai.naj^e*      With  the  v/.rter  table  in  i.-.-qst  cages"  at'  least 
48  inches  below  the  surface ^  ih$  nature  of  the  soil  j$  '^uch  t,bat'  it  sucks  up  and 
retains' the"  moisture  to'sybh-a  irdmarkable  de^©  that:  in  nany  "or.  the  f^i.elds 'one  can 
sc^uee;5e  watef*  cut  of  the  ^oil  at" "fron  3  "to  '4  Inches  frojii  the  surfade, 

tS^^nsid'er able  apprehension  seens  to  fce  felt  'by ; th^' '  ^cv/eVs  afe  t/)  the  pess*. 
ibility  cf  maf-k'eflng  the  "crop  at  a  sat isf actox-y  price ^      Kf f  orts  are  now  bein^;- 
made  'to  secure  a  market  i»  feu ba  for  the  potato.  <ind  cnicn  crop  of  this  section.  If. 
pemli^gipn  ffiis  be  secured  triom  Cur'  government  tc  -export  these  two  crops,"  it'  vs 
felV  that  th^  ma'"rketi'ng  problem  '^/ill  be  solved. 


Fcrt  I!y6;*s  Notes* 

•  '         potato  >5/op  in  the  vicimty  cf  Tt.  ^Jj^^'is..  *s  isj^t  an  lmport,cint.,  or^»_^ 


« 


ii 


2. 


there  being  Oiily  about  2C0  acres  devcted  xc  this  crcp-  L-cet  cf  xhich  hcs  already 
been  mrketed  at  sati sf actcry  prices.      The  Triui::p:i  is  the  leading  'variety. 

v^i^  etuart; 


Jercme  .  I dahc^,__  Tcj^  the  v/eek  fendin^..  kyr:  1  20,  191.^. » 

The  past  v/eek  has  been  extre.:''ely  v/:'iidy^  there  was  but  one  quiet  day  cut  ci 
the  seven.      The  nights  have  been  ccld,  averajiinc;  about  28  decrees, 

Last  Saturdayj  I'Tc  Mann  and  V.r ,  Beyle  were  at  t'ne  station  for  the  purpose  d 
locking  ever  the  storage  cellar.      On  Thursday,  I!r.  E,  R,  Bennett  was  here;  •  he  has 
net  been  ever  the  entire  state  yet  and  could  not  make  x  defialxe  st^xtensnt  req:ard-» 
ing  the  outlook  for  the  1918  potato  acreage  in  Idaho.      He  said  that  he  believed 
that  it  would  be  reduced  all  of  fifty  percent i 

1  v;ent  to  Filer  yesterday  to  get  Idaho  Rurals  ard  Netted  Gens  cf  iCr .Thcrr-etz 
to  use  in  the  disease  experi./.ent »      In  that  section  the  farrers  will  plant  v/heat 
arid  beans  tc  a  large  extent.      llr^  Tho:-;etz  thou-^ht  that  the  potato  acreage  would 
be  decreased  two-thirds.      I  have  stored  the  potatoes  obtained  frcn  lir,  Thcr^etz 
in  the  baserent  cf  the  Laboratory  in  ord&f'  th.>.t  they    .ay  not  beccrie  contai.:inated 
prior  tc  plu.r>ting.      I  intend  tc  use  clean  seed  in  every  experir.ient  v/ith  the  ex- 
ception of  the  disease  work  and  the  i:.-_r.atUre  seed.      The  planting  fcf  next  season's 
immature  seed  will  be  with  clean  seedr 

I  ac  putting  in  all  my  time  on  the  ditches  and  irrigating;  the  tean  is  cor- 
rugating the  oat  grou»d  and  harrowing;  will  have  the  potato  ground  ready  to  plow 
in  about  a  v/eeli. 

There  is  no  sale  for  potatoes  here  at  present  »  Am  writing  Dr,  DeSellen 
who  is  purchasing  potatoes  for  the  arr.v  and  see  if  he  can  handle  ther.  shipped  in 
bulk,  {G,  1\  Dewey) 

PresQue  Isle.  i:e^  For  the  week  ending  April  20.1918. 

V/eather  holds  clear  and  cold  v/ith  high  winds.      Roads  getting  in  better 
Condition  for  tra-rel. 

Continued  treating  seed.      Dr-  Edscn  left  Presque  Isle  for  Bangor  Tuesday 
Homing^    Weighed  stock  in  storage  experinent  at  .-'r,  Vliidden'a  potato  house  and 
disposed  cf  rest  cf  stock  at  '"Z\00  per  barrel. 

There  is  quite  a  denand  for  Cobblers  for  seed,  stock  selling  at  from  ^2.00 
tc  (32*10  per  barrel.      A  ncni:al  acreage  cf  potatoes  will  be  planted  in  this 
section.  (P.  I'-.  LOKBARd) 


Arlington^  Va.  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  April  27.  1918. 

iThere  has  been  considerable  rainfall  during  the  past  week  and  the  soil  is 
too  wet' to  work  at  Arlington  Farm.      The  tubers  that  v/ere  bedded  on  April  2  in  the 
greenhouse  have  gerr.inated  ar^d  the  ycung  plants  are  locking  thrifty.  These 
plt^nts  will  be  transplanted  in  the  field  when  they  have  reached  the  height  of 
three  or  four  inches.      The  potato  peelings  and  cone  shaped  single  eye  cuttings 
that  were  prepared  and  placed  ifi  storage  under  different  conditions  the  first  cf 
th^  Tionth  v/ill  be  planted  next  we«k. 

(V',C.EDI.njNDSON) 


V'ashingtcn t  e  s . 


Fox  weeX  P-^i^r..  Api'i.^  27j_1918  . 


Friends  cf  I'.r.  Goc.  Ccrcler  '7111  be  '^''ery  f^crry  tc  learn  cf  the  death  cf  'lis 
father  cn  April  24th.      !>»  Ccrder  h-^o  cesn  -ith  his  ia-':ily  at  Beiletcn  all  :his 
veek . 

T^"e  v/eek  at  t'le   cf  cica  h-io  been  ^'ery  busy  but  unever-Tt f  ul.     On  7ri;Ijy  all 
p;cvern:.:"ent  er.plcyep  v/ere  excused   -.t    iccn  in  c^der  to  participate  in  1  he  parade  cf 
Liberty  Bend  subscriberD;  :uarc'''in-  up  Potixi^yl-'ania  i^venue  !irDn  tne  Pea^e  Ih  nunent 
to  the  V'^iite  House, 

Prof.  Stuart  is  due  bjich  iro:  "^Icrida  hy  April  ;^^'th  at  t-ie  latest-  I'r, 
F»  K.  Dciithitt  cf  Clinton,   icva.,   is  expected  aere  cn  tnat  date  for  a  conference 
with  Prcf  .  Stuart  and  Ihrr,  Sveet  cn  ^ctatc  As5:ciaticn  -d"  Au.erica  affairs.  I-r. 
S~/eet,  by  the  "'.vay,  has  in  his  office  in  th^"-  Feed  Ad:::inistrat icn  Building  a  very 
interestin'^  exhibit  cf  dried  pctatc  ^s  and  other  veietables  prepared  by  various 
c c:.-V6rci^.l  firi.:s  in  differet  o^rts  cf  the  ccantrv, 

(::ARaARET  gonkor) 
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Greeley,  Colcrado: 


For  the  week  ending  A-^ri'l. 


There  has  been  a  f^roat  inprovonent  tn  thd  potato  situation  dui'int^,  -Ao 
past  week,  tte  shipnents  havin?^  r:aterially  increased  ard  better  prices  obtained^ 
The  prevailinrr  price  last  week  was  90  cents  per  hundred.      There  are  probably 
not  far  free  400  cars  in  the  district  yet  to  be  shipped.      In  the  cellars  wtere 
the  potatoes  were  carefully  sorted  dur  in?',  the  winter,  the  stock  on  hand  is^bx- 
cellent  condition  and  should  keep  several  v;eeks  lon-^er  if  the  present  cocl'Veath- 
er  continues* 

I  will  need  a  few  r.ore  paper  pots  for  the  seedlinf^s.^  T  think  that  300 
will  be  sufficient  in  addition  to  what  I  had  left  over  frcn  last  year.  Host  cf 
the  lets  are  un  now  and  c;rowin^  nicely  and  vnll  need  to  be  transplanted  Scon. 

(C^  F,  Clark) 

Jerome f  Idaho.  For  the  week  endinn:  April  27,  1918» 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  was  fairly  v/arrj  v/ith  odd  ni^^hts,  the 
temperature  drcppin^;  below  32  dor^reos  on  throe  different  nights.      The  wind  blows 
a  gald  Qvery  day,  has  been  at  it  now  for  about  two  weeks. 

Friday  I  went  to  Dietrich  tc  see  the  Gens  recon^niended  by  I!r.  BennottJ 
they  are  without  any  exception  the  best  lookinn;  Gens  I  have  ever  seen  J  every 
tuber  is  short,  square  arid  snccth. 

One  car  of  potatoes  was  sold  fron  here  last  week  at  70  cents  per  cwt«  in 
sackSjj      It  is  impossible  tc  get  any  kind  of  sacks  here  ncw» 

Sore  of  the  farmers  started  plant  inf;  potatoes  last  v/eek.      There  is  suf- 
ficient moisture  to  brin??  the  potatoes  up,  but  the  moisture  ccnteht  is  materially 
lower  than  last  year  at  this  tir.o.    Vlhat  moisture  there  is  exists  in  the  upper  two 
feet  of  soil*      I  believe  that  it  is  essential  tc  irrigate  before  planting,  this 
year,  as  the  moisture  in  the  soil  will  net  last  long  and  there  is  a  possibility 
cf  a  water  shortar^e  due  to  the  lirht  snowfall  last  winter u 

The  acrean;e  of  sur:ar  boots  in  this  section  m&  been  increased  ccnsider- 
ablyj  the  growers  started  planting;  beets  last  weeko    The  v/haat  is  abcut  all  in  and 
a  lar^  portion  of  it  is  already  up* 

(Geo«V.^Dfewey) . 


Presque  Isle  .  I.!e.  l^r-  'iy^e  week  Giving  Igpril  1918o 

Work  prcf^ressinr^  very  sat  is  factor  v  .     ^'ini-^-hsd  t /."cat:.!:"^  seed  ^.rA  are 
working;  the  Seedlinc^s  into  three  lots  for  pla-/:  irif; j,  '.Cv.bGi  Unit,,  'a^spjaybd; 

and  those  planted  on  a  field. 

Basis*    Seed  for  a  triplicate  pJan-oir..!;  cf  boon  Tri      Gobble^  ana  Gxesn 
Mountain  are  wei'^hed  for  the  V/hole  '/s.  Cut  oeod  S^purinen-,, 

Our  teamster  ben;an  wcrk  Monday, 

The  express  from  Washiny^tcn  has  ccme  in  one  piece  at  a  tin.o,     i',  ha:i  all 
arrived  at  this  writinr;*. 

The  v/eath3r  has  warmed  up  considerable  dur-im^  tne  last  fev.  doys  and  from 
present  indications  somo  potatoes  will  be  plant od  on  the  ridros  ty  I.Cay  iii  ,:. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Woods  informs  us  that  a  man  from  the  Deparlr;.oi>t  v;ill  be 
here  abcut  Kay  1st  tc  look  into  ths  drainar',e  proposition  on  ArcGstock  iai-n, 

[To  1-^*  Iionbard)  . 


V/a5hinn:ton  Notes: 


2. 


l.tiss  Conner  went  tc  Ncrfclk  V^ed:ie3c'a.7  9V6ni-v~j>  I.ay  1.  to  t^'.)':s  re -.t.  J  n  it  I  j  n 
notes  on  the  experir.ental  po-::,tG  work  .it  the  'virp,!  rla  Truck  Exoer •.r.-sot  ^vtox^icnc 
I'r.  Edr.cndscn  planted  his  size  c.f  &eed  piece  p.l..\t  .  t  Arlir.-^ccn  Farr.i  Last  vnok  ....r..i 
the  bef^inninr;  of  this  u'eok*      Hg  is  testing,  <  ut  th.-^  relative-  product    e .is 33 
plants  ,'^rovm  from  pctutc  pj.rin^3,  ccne-shapec.  eye  pieces,  rc.cted  spr^ul.-'.  dri-'-n 
from  bedded  tubers  sir.ilar  to  nothcd  er.ployed  in  p:  cducinr?  s\if3e-t-  ^)ota^:  0  plar-ts  Jml 
i'rcu.  ordinary  sized  seec  pieces..      At  present  -.vrjt.n;:^  the  pctj.T;o  stcrj^'-e  hc\'-:3  is 
bein^  cleaned  cute      It  is  with  deep  re'^ret  we  announce  -.r  This  i.:Lue  ti^.t  Cre'.i'r-e 
C'fcrder  severed  his  ccnnesticnc  v/:th  this  office  on  Hay  2,      I"r-  C-jrdsr  hae  063u 
called  hoce  thrcur^h  the  roc9;it   death  of  his  father  to  ta::e  i-Ykx-.-ge  of  th^  farr.,  .  Ix 
is  needless  to  say  that  l3  loaves  us  v/ith  the  best  v/ishes  of  all  the  uf'ics  fcvce- 

(Wnic  Stuart)  9 

Field  Notes, 

The  writer  reached  Tampa ,  Fla.  frcn  Ftc  Kye  rs  late  Friday  night,  April  19  • 
Saturday  was  spent  .locking  around  the  markets.      The  Crenshaw  Bros*  Produce  Co. 
\vere  selling  I'ichi^an       S«  Grade  No.  1  potatoes  at  $2^25  per  cwt.      These  potatoes 
were  put  up  in  heavy  burlap  sacks*.      The  variety  contained  in  the  sacks  exaruned 
was  that  of  the  Russet  Rural,    r.cst  of  the  tubers  were  firm  and  of  good  quality, 
although  a  goodly  per  cent  had  sprouts  fron  a  third  to  a  half  inch  long»  These 
same  potatoes  v/ere  being  retailed  by  the  grocers  of  Tampa  at  3-l/20per  lb. 
Locally  grown  new  potatoes  (Triumph's)  were  retailing  at  40,    I'any  inferior  lots 
of  new  stock  vrere  noted, 

Bradentown  and  Palmetto  were  visited  on  Ilcnday.,  the  trip  from  Tampa  to 
Bradentov/n  being  Kude  by  boat  Sunday  afternoon,  /pril  21.      Very  few  potatoes  are 
being  grown  in  Ilanatee  Ctunty.  the  larger  acreage  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Palmetto* 
Some  very  inferior  old  stock  of  what  appeared  to  be  tl-B  Burbank  was  being  offered 
for  sale  at  3-1/20  per  lb»  by  some  Pilretto  grocers.      Nev  potatoes  were  being 
offered  at  from  3-1/20  to  40  per  lb. 

Returned  to  Tampa  Ilonday  night  and  left  for  Dade  Jity  at  6:lCf  A,i:<.  on  Tues- 
day.     A  comparatively  small  potato  acreage  was  foun3  in  this  sect-.ono  Spaulding 
No  t  4  seems  to  be  preferred  here*      Considerable  bacterial  wilt,  v/at  noted  in  one 
field  visited.      The  crop  v/ill  be  ready  to  hc.rvest  about  Kay  10c 

V%nt  to  Kissimmee  on  the  24th  where  t^e  r'^        said  to  be  jbciit  1800  acres 
of  potatoes  practically  all  of  v^ich  are  Spaulding  ^ic-,  4-.      Rea". y  rains  beginning 
with  a  4.15  inch  precipitation  tlie  evening  of  April  1''^  and  folic  wed  by  heavy  rains 
on  Sunday  and  each  day  fcllowin-  :.t ,  ha\-e  cai,ried  a  large  aT.ount        0.  image  to  the  po- 
tato crop  in  this  section^      V.Tierever  the  drainage  ii-a,^  p'^or  the  tubers  j/ere  found 
to  be  retting  badly,  and  that  too  despite  the  fact  that  the  rc.-r  were  well  ridgedr. 
It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  loss  in  this  C-'-se^  tecc^use  xha  plants  in  a  large 
percentage  of  the  fields  had  ripened  prematurely,  thus  reducing  the  prospect i /e 
yield*      Then  too,  the  severity  of  the  loss  from  dcicay  o:c  the  tube  is  is  ^ery  Icirjo- 
ly  governed  by  the  weather  conditions  following  the  cessation  of  the  rains.  Con- 
siderable discouragement  on  the  part  of  some  grov;ers  was  noted.      Digging  should 
be  nov/|  (i^ay  3)  v/ell  under  wa3^  in  this  section.      The  growers  are  experiencing 
considerable  difficulty  in  securing  suitable  containers  in  vhi^h  "-x  3hip  their 
potatoes*      A  great  many  will  be  shipped  in  sacks  rather  than  in'VaaLipe rs*'  has 
been  done  lieretofcre.      Double  headed  barrels  have  so  advanced  in  price  ae-  to 
practically  make  their  use  prohibitive* 

Left  Kissimiuee  at  noon  April  25  for  Palatka- 

Spent  Friday,  the  26th  in  the  Hastings  district.      Found  similar  conditions 
so  far  as    in  excess  supply  ef  moisture  is  concerrad  that  was  noted  at  Kissiuimee* 
If  anything  the  Hastings  potato  fields  had  mofe  water  standing  in  the  furrov;s  than 
at  Kissimmee,  though  the  loss  ffcmi  tuber  ret  did  not  appear  to  be  quite  as  heavy. 
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Quite  a  number  of  grov/ers  were  digging  in  the  xacinity  cf  Hastir^^s,      ^d.-ig  r.o  tiie 

saturated  condition  of  the  scilj  tPs  crop  had  tc  be  harvested  by  hand-.      It  .w.^ 

interesting  to  note  hcv;  the  several  growers  vrhc  were  digging  handled  the  t'-.T-jfiifi » 

Seme  were  allowing  then  tc  lie  on  the  ground  until  they  were  dry  in  order  to  get 

rid  of  the  excessive  amount  cf  soil  that  adhered  tc  tte  tubers  and  at  i:he  same 

time  make  a  more  careful  examination  for  decayed  potatoes  possible.      Others  were 

barrelling  or  sacking  them  as  dug.      These  having  sufficient  sXat  crates  were 

gathering  them,  up  in  these  receptacles  and  allowing  them  to  dry  cf  f  befcre  gracing 

then*      The  price  being  paid  by  the  dealers  on  April  26  was  from  $4o25  tc  $4,5C 

per  barrel  f»o.b,  Hastings  but  few  purchases  were  being  made  on  this  basis,  mxst 

cf  the  shipments  being  consigned  by  the  grcv/er. 

The  Hastings  district  claims  tc  have  15^000  acres  in  potatoes  this  seascnc 

It  is  claimed  that  the  prospects  for  an  except icnally  large  crop  were  never  better 

until  the  heavy  rains  came.      Many  growers  believe  that  even  with  considerable 

loss  from  rot  there  will  still  be  a  large  crop*      It  is  thcught  the  crop  will 

average  better  than  60  bbls*  per  acre.      Prior  tc  the  rain  the  quality  cf  the 

tubers  was  the  best  ever  produced  in  the  Hastings  district.  ,^ 

^  Stuart) 
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Potatoes  have  been  ncvin?;  quite  freely  during  the  past  weekj  approxif2.c.\3  ly 
200  cars  having  been  shipped  frcr:  this  district.    There  are  prcba^.ly  ac  le.-.bn  oOO 
yet  to  be  shipped.. 

Cool  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  ncnth  cf  April,      It  has  'ree.-i  s  jre  -'ha  .. 
wamer  however  during  the  past  few  days.      Rain  is  needed  at  presents  Tb.-re 
have  been  a  few  sterns  this  spring,  the  precipitation  at  any  one  tir.e  ha^  net-  lee.' 
greats 

Jerome.  Idaho#  For  the  week  endin?^  L!ay       1913c  _ 

I  have  managed  to  dispose  cf  the  potatoes*      Ur*        A,  Davis  cf  the  Oromnoo 
Dept^  of  the  U*  Si  Amy  at  Idahc  Falls  will  handle  then,  paying  the  narket  price 
from  the  day  of  shipment*.      There  appears  to  be-  no  demand  ^tever  fcr  pcx-^.tcor. 
around  here*      There  are  about  twelve  cars  cf  f  j.rst  class  stock  in  various  cellai's^ 
which  the  growers  have  been  unable  to  sell  at  any  price^ 

Ilr*  Avery,  the  County  Agent,  in  looking  over  his  crop  survey  for  t^Te  jounty 
says  that  the  potato  acreage  will  be  about  one  tenth  of  what  it  was  last  year,  but 
tlmt  a  number  of  growers  ^ic  did  not  intend  to  plajit  any  at  that  tine  are  putting 
in  a  few  acres«> 

Six  Varieties  of  peas  have  bsen  received  and  will  be  planted  Vfednesda/  c 
Thursday^  or  as  scon  as  we  have  disposed  of  the  potatoes,.      In  another  two  '~r  thrsG 
days  we  will  have  finished  irrigating  the  entire  farm  for  the  first  tir.e,  F^rd 
the  soil  very  dry* 

The  weatter  for  the  week  has  been  extremely  warn,  but  today  there  has  I  sen  an 
abrupt  change  in  temperature.      Looks  as  if  there  is  a  possibility  of  rain,  snow  or 
dust,  with  odds  in  favor  of  the  last. 

(Cr,  W.  Dewey)  ? 


Presque  Isle,  He.  Fcr  the  week  endinp;  May  4.  1^'13. 

The  weather  has  been  cold  and  rainy  this  week.      About  all  the  farmers  have 
done  is  to  get  their  seed  ready  for  planting,      Dr*  Zinn  arrived  ITonday*    Ilr.  Ir^^ry 
V/hite  and  wife  are  expected  Kay  lst«      A  large  acreage  of  wheat  will  go  in  thiw- 
year  in  Aroostook  County*      The  Acreage  cf  potatoes  according  to  recent  repcrtr 
will  be  25^  below  normal » 

A  great  many  farmers  are  treating  the ir  wheat  and  oats  but  very  few  are  trea,.« 
ing  potatoes*      I  learned  from  Mr.  Shultz  last  night  that  we  can  get  an  acre  and  a 
half  of  land  from  Mr.  Gartley.      Upon  the  same  farm  Dr.  Shriner  and  Dr.  Ortcn  will, 
have  acL-Q  of  their  work. 

(p.  Lombard) 

Norfolk^  Va.  For  the-  week  end  in?:  Hay  4.  1918  <> 

I  spent  Hay  2  and  3  at  the  Va.  Truck  Experiment  Station  taking  the  first  set 
of  gemination  notes  on  our  potatoes  there.      I  found  our  plats  leaking  very  thrift 
with  a  98.03  percent  germination* 

The  plants  had  been  dusted  with  a  chalk  mixture  containing  Paris  green  and 
were  to  be  cultivated  again  as  scon  as  I  finished  taking  my  notes. 

Although  many  of  the  plants  were  snail  or  just  pushing  through  the  ground, the 
average  sl2e  was  larger  than  at  the  sane  time  last  year,      3ach  plant  was  graded 
on  the  basis  of  size  and  thriftiness  and  the  f cllov/ing  averages  show  the  ccmparat:>; 
size  of  the  plants  from  different  size  seed  pieces.      These  are  6  check  rows  and 
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An  average  cf  12  rows  of  greened  seed  cf  all  sizes,  i«e«,  3  rows  each  of  H 
oz#  v/hcle,  3  cz»  halved,  2.  cz,.  v/hcle  and  2  oz«  halved,  shewed  an  averar^e  plant 
graded  at  12,26  as  arrainst  an  average  cf  10^.03  in  a  like  nimber  of  rows  froi:  ur.- 
greened  seed*      The  avera'^e  plant  in  the  five  check  rows  graded  at  8.85* 

I.Ir<»  Yfestcott,  the  Farm  Superintendent,  has  left  to  work  at  the  Naval  Base 
in  Norfolk*      In  his  place  Prof.  Johnson  has  secured  a  llr.  Evans  frcn  Eastern 
Shore,  who  "began  work  on  Hay  1. 

Prof»  Johnson  said  that  the  representative  cf  the  Bureau  cf  Crop  Estimates 
had  estimated  this  year's  potato  acreage  in  the  Norfolk  section  as  apprcximatoly 
18,000  acres,  compared  with  30,000  in  1917,      This  decrease  is  due  to  the  diffi- 
culty cf  obtaining  farm  labor,  the  delay  in  receiving  seed  at  planting  time  and 
the  great  uncertainty  as  to  r^ans  of  transporting  the  crop  to  market*  Farmers 
are  unwilling  to  risk  the  high  cost  of  producticn  for  a  ^rcp  which  they  may  have 
to  let  rot  in  the  fields- 

Kr.       J*  Upton,  in  an  article  in  the  ^Jorfclk  Ledger  Dispatch  for  Hay  3, 
estimated  this  year's  plantings  at  l!2,C)00  cr  15^000  acres,  a  decrease  of  50  per- 
cent.     In  his  opinion,  tiie  Hcr.fcl.c  truckin-  r 3 glen  will  b3  larp,ely  planted  to 
staple  crops,  unless  the  farmers  are  assure  J  they  v/il]  be  supplied  with  proper 
facilities  for  getting  their  je  ■"ishc.bics  to  market., 

(Mar gare  t  C  u  r ■  nor  ) 

Arlington  Farm  Notes.  :iav  IC,  19 IS* 

The  potato  peelings  and  cone  sha.ped  f~,i,-iple  eye-  oax tings  that  wer^e  preparea 
and  placed  in  storage  under  different  condix;.onr  the     i  r.  t  j.t  April  -levj  planned 
last  week*      Potato  plants  grow^  f'-nm  baii'ei  tuLerii  hL.ve  Veer  -jot  in  th^^  f  .leld 
this  week*      The  plants  were  strong  ana  h-,al-^h7^  aiici.  iic.d  cevelcped  a  rpi-cndid 
root  system. 

V/e  have  discontinued  th^  use  of  our  cold  Gt,craa,c'  cella?-  and  seed  p-'-i.-'lces 
intended  for  late  crop  planting  have  been  placed  iii.  -icld  st-.rage  :.n  the  citx,. 

The  women  of  the  National  Service  Sciiool  a.re  r;sltl.:g  ..rllng^ca  Fa.'r-  twije 
each  week  to  receive  instructions  in  prac-li\jal  ag;'? cult ure^, 

{  Wo  Ct.  E?mu  nd  s  0  n ) . 

V7ashin^on*  D«G.  Notes.  de.y  ;'.0,,  ;.91S*. 

The  only  item  of  interest  this  week  is  that  of  a  coiif srerte  held  with  Profo 
Kilward  cf  Wisconsin  on  the  8th  and  9th  relative  to  the  establishi::en-j  ol  a  sejd 
potato  development  plot  at  some  point  in  Northern  V'iacxnsin.      It  is  planned  cc 
purchase  a  number  of  lots  of  each  of  the  leading  commercial  varietia?  oi  tne  Stab':; 
from  parties  having  high  grade  certified  seec^  stovjk*      These  several  samples  ^^i 
each  variety  will  be  planted  side  by  side  and  studied  during  the  growing  seas.^n  aa 
to  their  relative  vigor  and  freedom  from  injurious  diseases  or  obsctire  trouble^  such 
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as  nosaic  curly  dwarf  ^  etco      V/hen  harvsstod,  a  further  conpariscn  mil  te  i-ide  cf 
the  yield  and  relative  unifcro?.ty  anil  true  re  s5  tc  type  of  each  l^-tp  wixh  a  view  to 
selecting  the  best  s':rain  of  each  variety-      These  seler.ticns  wi  11  te  ;^o"^m  In 
1919  for  the  purpose  of  acquirirg  a  sui  f  i  j:- .ritly  .'iar,^e  stock  tc  perr.it  cf  furni^-.h- 
ing  a  limited  quantioy  :;o  progressive  growers  ur  seedsnen  desirous  of  securixig 
high  grade  seedt. 

A  similar  proposition  is  ccntenjjlated  in  the  Red  Rivor  Valley  cf  Kinne^cta,, 
Mr,  ITdmundson  and  the  v;riter  are  planuinv-^  tc  leave  Washington  ear?.y  nex^':  wt-ek 

for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  desiraW3  location  in  the  two  states  nenticned  at 

which  to  carry  on  this  r^ork. 

(Y/n,  Stuart)  o 
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Greeley,  Cclo» 


For  the  v/eek  erdim  Hay  11 «  1918 > 


Potato  shipnent-s  have  decreased  slightly  since  the  last  report*      The  pre- 
vailing price  for  last  \veek  was  70  to  8Q  6ents  per  hundredt( 

A  ^ew  fields  of  early  potatoes  have  keen  planted  but  the  nain  crop  will  not 
be  planted  until  after  the  first  of  June* 

About  %8  inch  of  rain  and  snow  fell  Friday  night  and  Saturday,      This  has 
put  the  ground  in  excellent  condition  for  working. 

(Chas*  F.  Clark*) 

V 

Jerone.  Ida*   fcr  the  week  endinn:  May  11,  1918, 

The  surplus  potatoes  have  started  to  market*      They  were  sorted  and  sacked 
and  totaled  4l0  sacks.    Expect  to  get  70  cents  per  hundred  for  the  Netted  Gens  and 
55  for  the  Idaho  Ruralso      Second  hand  sacks  cost  18  cents  a  piece  and  it  was 
difficult  to  get  thea  |or  that.      kcped  to  sell  the  pota*toes  in  bulk  but  no-cne 
seeced  to  want  to  har^dle  then  that  way^  in  fact,  it  took  sone  coaxing  to  get  any- 
one to  take  then  in  the  sack> 

I  have  received  the  Seedlings  sent  by  Mf>.  Lombard.      I  shall  plant  then  in 
the  east  block.      Ail  of  the  stock  which  is  supposed  to  be  diseased  v;ill  be  plant-** 
ed  at  the  far  end  ci  the  v/e^t  block. 

Red  and  Alsike  Clover  are  covered  with  aphis  in  a  great  nany  of  the  fields*' 
The  State  Entcrxlcgist  ha.s  been  here  to  Icok  over  the  situatioi:i  and  he  advises  the 
growers  to  cut  a  hay  crop  and  spray  or  plow  the  clover  under  and  plant  sone  other 
crop*      Grasshoppers  will  be  Very  thick  this  year  and  the  growers  believe  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  put  out  poison  bait  in  the  alfalfa  fields  to  save  the  hay. 

I  believe  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  the  potato  acreage 
here  over  what  was  estinated]  a  nunber  of  men  \#ic  had  planned  to  plant  no  potatoes 
are  planting  frcn  ten  to  twelve  acres.      It  will  be  necessary  to  ship  other  than 
in  sacks.      Have  ycu  any  substitute  to  offer  at  this  tire^ 

The  Jercne  Red  Cross  Chapter  held  an  auction  sale  here  Saturday,      The  things 
^or  the  sale  were  donated.      The  sale  amounted  to  about  08,000.00}  do  not  have 
any  definite  figures  yet.      The  American  flag  brought  $1 ,400*00. 

(g.  V/,  Dewey)* 

Presaxie  Tsle  .  Me.  For  the  week  endin^:  Hay  11.  1918. 

The  weather  for  thepast  week  has  been  very  unfavorable  for  planting  -  high 
winds,  cloudy  and  a  little  rain  every  day, 

Mr.  B,  E.  Brown  of  Dr.  0.  Schreiner*s  office  arrived  Thursday*      He  began 
planting  potatoes  S'^turday  on  Aroostook  Farm,  and  expects  to  put  in  the  Triangle 
Experiment  on  Mr.  Oartley*s  Farm  next  week.      Mr.  Shultz  began  planting  sone  of 
the  Pathological  experinents  on  Aroostook  Farm  Friday.      He  expects  to  finish 
Monday. 

The  division  of  Horticulture  began  planting  tte  Variety  collection  Vfednes- 
day^  finishing  Saturday  night-.      Monday  we  shall  begin  planting  the  V/hole  vs. 
Cut  Seed  Experiment.      A  wire  from  Dr»  Eds  on  of  Dr.  Orton^s  cf/ice  states  that 
he  will  be  in  Pres^ue  Isle  Tacpd^y;  of  next  week% 

The  varieties  and  seedlings  Xor  cooperative  studies  will  be  planted  with 
the  assistance  of  Br.  Edscn  next  week. 

(p.  M,  Lcmbard). 
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B'^ar.nanoa,  N.  C.  Fcr  the  vreek  ending  Kay  4,  1918 ♦ 

Potato  planting  is  new  ever  at  the  station  and  about  ever  in  the  surrounding 
oxuntry© 

The  crop  planted  this  season  is  net  as  large  as  last  spring,  due  to  low 
riices  which  prevailed  this  sprinf^a 

We  had  killing  frosts  on  the  1st,  and  2nd^  which  killed  all  potatoes,  beans, 
tomatoes,  etc #  that  were  out  of  the  ground  as  well  as  many  of  tte  apples  v;hich 
had  been  given  the  Codling  Heth  spray. 

The  South  American  potatoes  v/ere  not  up,  neither  tte  varieties  v/hen  ffost 
occurred. 

May  13.  1918 > 

Most  of  the  South  American  potatoes  are  now  coming  through  the  top  soil, 
vi;h;le  a  very  few  are  still  to  come  out,- 

I  feel  sure  that  by  next  Monday,  Kay  20th,  they  all  v/ill  be  up,  as  v;e  are 
having  warn  weatl-^r,  and  abundance  of  rain  fall. 

(S»  C.  Clapp) 

V/ashinc;tcn  notes*  For  tte  week  ending  May  18  ♦  1918» 

Prof*  Stuart  and  Mr»  Ediiundson  left  Tuesday  evening  (May  14th)  for  Wisconsin 
and  Minnesota  to  estabiisr.h  seed  po'tato  cls'^e loLmenb  stations  in  the  northern 
portions  of. these  two  states,  ac  whioh  tne  oest  strains  obtainable  of  the  leading 
commercial  varieties  of  potat'-es  are  tc  bo  g.'own  and  -studied-.      The  purpose  is  to 
propagate  the  best  of  tliese  s-'  rains  Ya-:h  tlie  ide?.  of  p?-ao?.ng  such  seed  in  the 
hands  of  reliable  grov/ers  or  ijeedssmen  to  ser/e  as  a  foundation  stock  fcr  the  pro- 
duction of  high  grade  seed  s  beel:-.      A  teleg-'air.  yron  Prof  o  Stuart  received  Friday 
morning  announced  that  Rhiiielr-nler  h3d  been  fielec-teu  ac.  tlie  location  of  the  Wis- 
consin station.      To  date  8  Ict^  of  Kj.ral  ^!ew  Ycr'cers,  9  lots  cf  Green  Mountains, 
3  lots  of  Irish  Cbbblers;  3  lots  cf  trivuni.'n  and  1  Lot  '^f  iL'arly  Ohicj  ICO  lbs»  in 
each  lot,  have  been  crdered  fcr  planting  at  Rbi-ieiarde:%,       rroi  «  Stuart  leaves  on 
Saturday  fcr  Minnesota^  where  he  will  select  the  location  c'  tne  second  station. 
Mr*  Edmundscn  wi  11  remin  at  Rhinelander  until  all  lots  h?^ve  been  received  and 
planted,  and  v/il!|.  then  proceed  tc  I'innescta  to  continue  the  work  the  re »      In  both 
states  this  office  will  be  afforded  the  hearty  f^ccpe r-it ion  of  tm   officials  cf  the 
Experiment  Stations. 

I  am  expecting  to  leave  for  Swannanoa*  N«C>  cn  May  20i:h  to  take  the  first  set 
of  germination  notes  on  our  South  American  po+atoeso      Will  retiirn  to  \mshington 
in  time  to  take  the  Thursday  i.'.iglit   '.May  23)  boa-c  fcr  IJvrfrlk;  to  obtain  the  second 
set  of  germination  notes.      The  field  will  be  sxakec'  ci_  tills  trip^  also* 

On  Saturday,  May  18,  the  Washington  Red  Cr-t-s  1  r,augui'a  tee  the  campaign  for  its 
share  of  the  0100,000,000  War  Relief  Fund  by  a  big  Y.iLVi.ds  cf  at  least  10,000  local 
workers,  all  members  of  various  branches  cf  the  uniformed  corps,.      There  will  be 
950  women  from  the  Dept.  cf  Agriculture  include  I  in  the  line  cf  ma^ch, 

(Margaret  Conner 
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Gi^eeley.  Colo^  For  the  v/eek  eroding  TTay  13^.l9X'jr 

There  has  been  considerable  decrease  in  potato  f-hlpcents  from  t}ifs  c'.Tstrict 
during  the  past  v/eek»      rhs  rri'ies  i3.^~^e  dscpped  to  63  to  70  certs  per  hb'r.dr'ei: 
It  is  estimated  that  the  acroage  pi.ani.ed  t:n:-?  yc-a?  vrlll  be  aboiit  25  per  occi  i^tZ'-ov/ 
nc  mal » 

At  the  station  good  prop;ie?5£  is  being  rradr?  ^^'\ih  the  work>      The  alx'al.Ca  r-as 
been  irrigated  once,  the  potato  ground  is  near'vy  rea.'iy  !or  planting^  tio  grain 
and  newly  seeded  alfalfa  are  up  and  grow.^'ng  r.-ioel/-. 

f  C.ms^v* 'Jt'.a/)') « 

J'erome^  Idaho*  Z'"J!Jlli£-l'£^^-2^yZS-IiS^^ 

V/e  finished  treating  th^  potatoes  last  v/eek.  pl.cwed  and  put  the  pcta+o  ground 
in  shape.      There  is  a  large  ancu^it  o*  mcisturo  p.i'e3er't  ard  '"iihe  grourd  appearf 
to  be  in  excellent  conditionj  It  was  all  well  watered  before  plcv/ing  except  snail 
portions  reserved  for  irrigation  v/ork.      V'ill  start  planting  abcut  Tuesday t 

V/e  have  had  cold  nights  for  the  past  tv/c  weeks j  this  is  the  sort  of  weather 
that  insures  heavy  yields  of  wheat*      The  sugar  beet  crop  is  net  sc  promising, 
there  being  insufficient  moisture  to  give  a  good  germination*    vne  Jap  caj.d, 
"Sugar  beets  no  good*      V/atet.  tec  early,  make  ground  hard.>  wcn't  .^rcw  good*"* 

The  alfalfa  is  grov/ing  very  fast  and  is  over  knee  high»      Grasshoppers  are  be- 
ginning to  appear  and  it  will  no  doubt  te  necessary  to  put  cut  poisoiBd  bait  in 
order  to  sa-ve  the  second  cutiting  of  hay. 

{G,  K  Dev;6y)» 

Pre 3 que  Isle  ,  He.  ?c_r  the  v/efi.k  er^ir;^  Hay.  18 ._lj.l8 « 

T?eather  was  rather  cool  this  week,,  v/ith  h?gh  winds  and  seme  rair.  l^hursday*: 
Dr.  Edson  finished  the  examination  of  our  GeedHngs  arJ.  Certified  Stock  Friday 
noon  and  left  for  Washington  on  the  afternccn  Iraint      The  writer  assisted  in  this 
work  as  much  as  possible*      Considerable  diseased  tissue  v/aa  fcu2id  and  tTcs't  in- 
jury ^was^very  common.      The  1909-1910  Seedlings  are  practically  all  necrotic i  those 
having  Scphie  and  Keeper  blcod  are  particularly  bad/c 

Seme  of  the  strains  of  (certified  seed  are  very  bad,  Q£p3<^ially  thc^re  from 
New  York  state.    Kost  of  the  Vermont  f^eed         fourd  to  be  excell«>nt  &h.?ck^ 

Several  tubers  were  sele-ited  from  certain  Ss^diing  nur.l^-rs  f/jcr-  ?t.icy  of  type. 

The  planting  ha=;  progressed  -^-ery  saxi-s^a'jiory «      '.''Ls  Var.'ety  ?cl!  loetl en^  . 
Starch  Varieties,  Tu^^r  UnHs  and  Hill  Seleebicns;  \Tncle.  '^s*  tut  Se^.d,  booh  U^bl> 
ler«  ard  Gre»n  l.Iountainj.  >:> 3- 13.\&:>1913«1915  and  19^6  fcieoallngii  piyr.^ed  cr.  Vu.ber 
Unit  basis  were  finished  thi:^  week,      VJlth  fa7crabl:;  W:j3tl"^r-  i:o:-  ^leli  work  -^ha 
writer  expftcts  to  finish  p.l.antJng  I.Iay  25  o . 

The  plat  for  the  certiiied  3tc-k  on  Mr*  Garhjev's  farm  will  be  feady  \(Ve-^-!':ea- 
day,  Kay  22.      This  stock  wil.\  take  .from  an  aore  to  an  acre  and  a  half  of.  )a:ia. 

Potato  planting  has  prog'.-essed  very  well  in  thi&  section  of  Moestc'lcr  'he 
majority  of  fanrers  expect  to  finish  th5s  week* 

(P,l.i  J.-ombard), 

S  wanna  no  a ,  N,cr.       .  •  Fcr  the  week  endlnp;  Hay  2r;,,_19irij, 

I  spent  Kay  21  and  22nd  at  the  Buneombe  County  Test  Farm  and  secured  gerr.:i'» 
nation  notes  on  the  Siuth  American  potatoes,  ctandard  -/arioties  and  Eept,  seed- 
lings,  B04rG'  hills  in  all.      The  pereenta^e  gormiaatlon  v;as  not  as  good  as  at  ho?-^ 
folk  when  the  first  notes  were  taken,  but  many  oi  tne  plants  are  st.'li  small  and 
more  v/ill  be  up  soon.      The  average  size  was  larger  than  1  had  expectoe.,  bcpeeiall> 
among  the  standard  varieties,  which  Iroked  very  thrifty,  many  of  them  measuring 


6 'to  7  inches  from  the  j^rcund  to  the  blosson  cluster. 

The  potatoes  are  planted  cd  a  slope,- and  those  on  the  sXif^htly  hif^her  ground, 
(Sections  2  and  3)  are  noticeably  superior  in  sizei      The  land  is  ail  well  drain- 
ed and  the  difference  may  be  partly  due  to  warmer  land  at  the  hi!^e^  levels,  and 
to  differences  between  the  potatoes  themselves* 

The  South  American  potatoes  are  planted  in  Section  1  and  the  first  part  cf 
Section  2,  while  the  seedlings  and  standard  varieties  begin  with  Block  4  cf  Section 
2. 

Al}.  of  the  StatioA  potatoes  are  to  be  sprayed  v/ithin  a  few  days.     Hr»  Glapp 
has  a  very  interestirjg  Varic^ty  colled"lion  ion  the  lower  gi?ound|  below  the  house. 
He  has  about  seven  acres  in  potatoes  this  year,  including  our  plats ^ 

There  has  been  a  gl-eat  deal  of  rain  the  ladt  week  ox^  so_,  very  local  in  char- 
acter*     While  I  was  taking  my  nctes  it  was  raining  hard  in  Sv/annanca  and  also  a 
mile  or  so  on  the  othei*  side  o?  the  Station^  but  except  for  a  little  sprinkling, 
the  rain  held  off  until  just  after  i  had  finished  my  notes. 

(Margaret  Connor) 

Washington  Uoi'.e.a.  For  ttB  week  e^ing  Hav  25.  1918. 

Word  has  been  recei'^'ed  Pton  Prof.  Stuart  that  he  ha^  sele(rted  the  iJorth 
Central  Experiment  Station,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich*  as  tte  site  of  the  Minnesota  cer- 
t^if^ed  seed  work. 

The  initial  issue  of  tte  naw  nagazit^  of  tha  Potato  Association  will  appear 
the  first  wee-k  in  June,  It  will  contain  feature  articles  by  Sec'y,  Houston  and 
I'r.  Ho  over  i 

Kiss  Connor  left  Thursday  night  (Hay  23)  Set  Norfolk  to  secure  the  second 
set  of  get-nination  Qotes,      T)tm  Sohfeiner ^who  visited  Norfolk  station  earlier  in 
the  week,  reported  the  plants  to  be  looking  very  thrifty, 

(Margaret  Connor). 


Fie  14  Hott^g-  For  the  week  ending  t^ay.  16.  1918» 

As  intimated  in  a  former  issfue  of  the  Eve,  Kr.  Edmundaoft  and  the  writer  left 
Washington  Tuesday  afternoon  %ot  Rhinelandef^  V^is.  for  the  purpose  of  locating  a 
^f®^  Potato  developmertt  plot  at  that  point  or  at  some  other  convenient  location^ 
where  suitable  facilities  could  be  secured.      We  reached  Rhinplander  early  Thurs- 
day morning  ^e  re  we  r.et  Prof  •  Uilward  of  Madison  and  W^  Di  Juday^  the  able 
^ounty  Agent  of  Oneida  County  and  through  the  latter' s  reconriendation  were  able 
to  fin4  a  suitable  piece  qS  larjd  and  necessary  facilities  for  carrying  on  the 
work  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  town  the  same  forenoon.      The  afternoon 
was  spent  in  making  a  trip  by  auto  to  the  JO, 000  acre  farm  of  the  U  Starks  Co. 
01  starks,  V/is.,  where  we  foui^d  the  employees  busily  engaged  in  planting  a  700 

nZll^  Tr    ®:  ?^  -^^^  "^^  potatoes,      T::e  varieties  grown  are  chiefly  Triumph  and 

Cireen  Mountain.      Some  Pearls  are  also  grown. 

npy4      A         disappointing  to  learn  that  Kr^  Starks  dees  not  believe  in  seed  treat- 
ment  and  spraying.      He  takes  no  stock  \n  the  disease  theory,  attributing  all 
xrouDies,  such  as  i-hi^octonia^  black-leg,  duMy  dwarf,  mosaic^  etc.  to  unfavorable 
sav  "^^"^^^^  ^^^^       ^^^^  direct  causal  agent.      It  is  needless  to 

say  that  as  a  rule  good  stands>  and  good  yields  are  the  exception  rather  than  the 
rule  on  this  tract  of  land. 

of^"  ^  ^^^^"^  the  farm  of  Mr.  Wetherley,  who  v/as  a  r.enb- 

eultivA+^  party,      Mr.  Wetherley  has  a  900  acfe  farm,  300  acres  cf  which  is  under 
rr^«i  ir!'^?*.  buplly  engaged  in  planting  10*  acres  to  potatoes.  The 

mIrr?Al  f  leadir^  variety.      Mr.  Wetherley       using  1000  lbs.  of  ccm- 

oia4.  lertilizer  to  the  acre  and  expects  to  harvest  2S,000  bushels  from  his 


100  acre  tract* 

Friday  was  spent  in  perlectinr^  arran^ei:ientfi  with  the  parties  on  whose  farm  our 
seed  plot  is  io  be  located*      Measulrements  weif-e  ^Iso  nade  of  the  field  in  crder  to 
permit  of  the  develcpnent  of 'a  plant  inr^  plan. 

I  left  RhineXander  at  2:40  Saturday  nornin,^  for  St*  Paul^  arriving  at  my  des- 
tination at  9s 30  A;K.      The  afternoon  was  spent  in  (^oaference  at  University  Farm 
with  Prof.  I'fellinf^ton  and  Mr.  To^aas* 

Mr,  Edmunds  on  remains  at  Rhinelander  to  receive  the  varidus  iEats  of  seed  stock 
as  they  arrive  and  to  treat  and  plant  the  same. 

(Wm.  Stuart), 
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Greeley,  Colo>  For  the  week  ending  May  25 ^  1918^ 

The  mcveitent  of  potatoes  durir^  the  past  week  has  been  rather  slow  with  prices 
at  about  60  cents  per  hundred.      Thiere  are  probably  ICO  cars  yet  in  the  district. 
It  is  thought  that  praccically  all  of  the  best  st-jck  will  be  shipped. 

Some  planting  is  being  done  though  the  bulk  of  the  acreage  will  not  be  planted 
until  after  the  first  of  June, 

Crop  prospects  in  general  hare  teen  very  good  up  to  the  present  time.  We 
have  I  however,,  not  }xid  tte  usual  ajnount  of  rain  this  spring  nor  as  much  water  in  the 
ditches  as  usual, 

Mr,  Allen  and  Mr,  Allinger  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  recently  visited  this 
station  while  in  this  locality  investigating  storage  house  conditions* 

,  (Chas.  F.Clark) 

Presque  Isle,  Me»  For  the  week  ending  May  25,  1918^ 


j      The  weather  for  this  week  has  been  very  warm  and  fairly  uniform.     It  rained 
a  little  Tuesday  and  Thursday.    Monday  we  planted  the  South  American  collection,' 
tl^e  Alaskan  Varieties  and  began  on  the  1917  Ssedlingv^j  which  latter  collection  we 
finished  planting  Wednesday  morning.     In  the  afternoon  the  various  strains  and  ex- 
perimenta].  lots  of  Irish  Cobblers  v;ero  p3.anted  on  a  Field  Basis.      Thursday  and  ^ 
Friday  we  put  In  tiie  Seedlings  on  a  Field  Da^is  arn  Saturday  we  planted  the  certi- 
fied stock  on  Mr«  Samuel  Gart ley's  farm*    Monday  var^.oties  in  fculk,  that  we  used 

to  call  "Place  Effect*'  variei.ies  and  tte  Un^prayed  Block  vail  be  planted*  _     ,      ,\  ■ 

^     ^  .  (PcM»Lombard> » 

Swannanoa.  N.C.  .      May  29,  1918.  , 

All  the  South  American  Collection  were  sprayed  on  the  28th,  also  second  culti- 
vation was  given  on  the  same  date.  , 

All  our  varieties  have  been  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  Arsenate ,  and  are  n^^  being 

given  a  second  cultivation.  '    .  • 

Potatoes,  as  well  as  otter  crops  are  making  rapid  growths 

The  weatter  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  warm,  with  occasional  showers.  ^ 

<S,  C,  Clapp; ♦ 

Norfolk.  Va>  For  thp.  w^ek  ending  June  It  1918. — 

The  second  set  of  germination  notes  on  the  potatoes  at  the  Virginia  Truck 
Experiment  Station  was  taken  May  24^  1918  to  May  27th  and  the  field  was  staKea  on 
May  24v      The  plants  were  in  fins  condition  and  looked  very  thrifty.      Tney  ^ere^ 
much  larger  and  tealthier  than  at  the  sauB  tine  last  year  and  had,  already  be  gun  to 
spread,  which  made  it  difficult  to  obtain  notes  on  individual  plants. 
ures  have  not  been  compiled  as  yet  but  the  average  height  was  P^^^^^^^^^^^^^. 
inches,  some  even  growing  as  high  as  27  inches.      The  percentage  of  germination  was 
99v42  as  compared  with  98*03  three  weeks  ago.  _ 

There  was  a  heavy  set  of  blossoms  and  the  field  was  a  beautiful  s^g^-   .  ^ 
was  sprayed  "gain  on  Monday  afternoon,  tVB  third  time  in  tte  three  weeks  since  my 

Dfra>rainer's  potatoes  showed  about  the  sans  comparison  as  last  tins  ,  i.e. 
there  was  little  difference  on  the  manured  land  between  the  rows  grown  from 
5-10-0  and  4-8.4  fertilized  seed.      The  plants  on  the  manured  land  were  ^^'-f^^ 
and  thriftier,  however,  than  those  on  the  unmanured  land.      In  the  latter  ^oclc  the 
result  of  the. 4-8-4  fertilizer  was  more  perfect  germination  and  increased  size  ano 
vigor  of  the  plants.  (Margaret  Cfennor) 
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Arlington  Farm«  Va» 


Week  9ndi.ng  June  1>  1918 < 


The  MeCTCrmick  potatoes  planted  in  tire  pen  at  Arlington  are  growing  better 
than  they  did  last  year*     The  top  is  a  mass  of  greeng  some  of  the  plants  being 
10  or  12  inches  high«      There  are  not  as  many  coming  out  the  sides,  although 
more  than  last  year. 

The  Federal  Horticultural  Board  has  turned  over  to  us  eight  varieties  Of 
potatoes  imported  from  Sutton  &  Sons,  Reading,  England,     These  are  now  in  3-in 
pots  and  will  be  transplanted  next  week. 


May  21,  22  and  23  were  spent  in  locating  place  in  Minnesota  for  seed  potato 
development  work  by  Mrt  Tolaas  and  the  writer,  resulting  in  the  selection  of  the 
North  Central  Experimental  Farm  of  the  Minnesota  Station,  located  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Minnt      It  is  believed  that  this  location  offers  especial  facilities  for  carrying 
on  our  work  and  will  have  the  hearty  cooperation  of  Mr.  Otto  Bergh,  the  Superin- 
tendent in  Charge* 

Friday,  May  24th  was  spent  at  MinrBapolis  in  conference  with  some  of  the 
leading  potato  dealers  and  handlers  of  that  city  and  St*  Paul* 

Saturday  forenoon  was  spent  at  Madisbn,  Wis*  where  a  conference  was  held 
with  Prof*  Moore  ard  Prof »  Milward  regarding  the  possibility  of  Prof*  Milward's 
assisting  in  seed  inspe cti on' work  in  some  of  the  Central  West  states*  . 

Washington  was  reachs  d  Monday  morning,  May  27* 

I  am  leaving  today,  May  31,  for  a  brief  business  trip  in  the  New  England 
states* 


(Margaret  Connor) i 


Field  Notes* 


MflV  31.  1918 » 
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The  writor  spent  from  Hay  16  to  25th  at  nhinelander ,  Y/isccnsin,  treating, 
cutting  and  planting  the  pctatoos  fcr  the  Boed  Develcpaent  plot#      The  tract  of 
land  selected  for  this  work  is  cv;ned  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Burkhart  and  is  located  four 
ailes  from  Rhinelander*      Nc  potatoes  have  been  grcvm  cxi  this  land  in  the  past 
twelve  years  ard  for  the  past  two  years  it  has  been  in  3od%      To  make  a  good  seed 
bed  the  land  v/as  plov^ed,  double  disked  both  w^ys  and  dragged  twice  before  plant- 
ing*     The  following  varieties  of  potatoes  were  planted!  -  Green  Mountain,  Rural 
New  Yorker,  Irish  Cobbler,  Triunph  ani  Farly  Ohio, 

From  May  25  to  3pth  v;as  spent  at  Grand  Rapids,  I.!inn»  Carrying  on  the  same 
line  of  worfck      Xbe  soe'd  plot  at  Grand  Rapids  Is  located  "at  the  North  aentral 
Experiment  Station*      The  sar.ie  varieties  v/ero  planted  here  as  at  Rhir^lander* 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  26  the  County  Agent,  Kr*  Jewell^  invited  the  writer 
to  talk  to  the  farmers  at  a  meeting  held  at  a  school' house  about  ten  miles  from 
Grand  Rapids,      The  meeting  was  v;ell  atterdod  and  many  ii)  attendance  were  very  much 
interested  in  potato  graviix^^ 

(W.C*  Edmunds on) • 


Field  Notes*  Presgue  Isle^  Lie  >  June  5  >  1918t 

S^inee  my  last  communication  tc  the  "Eye"  I  haVe  visited  th3  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Stations  on  Saturday  and 
Honday  respectii^ely  for  the  pu;*pcse  of  discussing  plans  for  carrying  on  some  seed 
potato  improvement  work  in  these  two  states.      In  each  instance  assurances  v/ere 
received  of  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  College  and  Station  forces  in  carrying 
out  this  work*      Everything  seems  tc  point  to  the  fact  that  the  time  is  ripe  to 
institute  a  vigorous  and  effective  campaign  ^cr  t'le  improvement  of  our  present 
seed  potato  supply.        Sno  far  as  could  be  determined  a  normal  acreage  will  be 
planted  in  both  of  these  State^% 

Presque  Isle,.  Me»  v/as  reached  on  the  afternoon  of  June  4* 

Potato  planting  is  about  completed  in  Aroostook  County*     Various  estimates 
are  given  as  to  the  extetit  of  the  acreage^  such  estimates  ranging  from  a  ten  to 
a  twenty-five  percent  decrease  from  normal* 

The  weath3  r  has,  ori  the  ^iholo,  been  vory  favorable  for  planting  and  as  a 
rul3  the  crop  has  been  put  in  under  rather  exceptionally  good  conditions.  The 
earlj,er  plantings  are  nov;  beginning  tc  push  through  the  ground. and  the  crop  is  be- 
ing  cultivated  and  ridged  up* 

Th^  Departmsnt's  experimental  plantirgs  on  Aroostook  Farm  are  well  arranged 
and  the  first  cultivation  is  nearly  Completed* 

I  pian  to  return  to  the  ofHce  the  first  of  next  v/oek*  '  " 

(Vv'm*  Stuart). 
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Presque  Isle.  Met 


Fcr  th3  week  ending  June  It  1918» 


The  weather  is  still  rather  unsettled  in  this  soction  -  rain  Hcnday,  Tuesday, 
Friday  and  Saturday, 

Very  fev;  potatoes  offered  fcr  salej  prices  are  from  90  to  950  a  bushel. 
The  starch  factory  has  been  running  full  ticre  this  spring*      It  ^?nll  close  this 
week*      The  starch  factory  at  Caribou  has  been  running  night  arjd  day  this  spring 
and  will  continue  through  the  month  of  Juno. 

The  planting  season  is  about  over  in  this  section*      A  few  of  ths  largo  grow- 
ers have  still  a  few  more  days* 

We  did  not  finish  on  Aroostook  farm  until  Saturday  night  because  of  rain 
throughout  the  week, 

(Px.M» Lombard)  f 


^annanoa.  N*C,  June  4th «  1918» 

Potatoes  have  been  slightly  checked  by  a  fev;  days  dry  v/eathsr,  but  on  the 
3rd  wo  received  a  good  rain  v^ich  has  revived  them  greatly* 

Potato  beetles  have  beeo  pretty  plentiful,  but  since  spraying  they  are  rath-> 
er  scarce,  except  on  some  checks  in  our  experimental  spraying,  ITsather  has  #Gen 
'  very  warm  and  favorable  to  plant  growth*  {S,  C.  Clapp), 


Arlinprtont  Va*  Notes,  For  the  week  ending  June  8.  1918« 

The  experimental  plot  on  Arlington  Farm  is  in  good  condition.      It  is  very 
interesting  to  see  ths  splendid  growth  made  by  the  plants  grown  from  bedded 
tubers.      Every  one  of  these  transplanted  plants  has  made  a  good  growth* 

The  plants  grown  from  single  eye  c^nes  apd  peelings  do  not  show  as  good  a 
growth. 

The  potato  pen  has  a  good  growth  of  vines  from  the  top  layer  of  potatoes, 
but  very  lew  vines  have  made  their  appearance  through  the  side  walls* 

(V/,  C,  Edmund  son)* 
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Potato  shipments  are  no"-  reduced  to  a  nln:.muce      Thorv  a.  e  prcbably  a  few  car- 
loads in  the  district  to  be  shippsd  but  tha  quanixty  is  my:.,  grea-^t      Tn'is  does  not 
mean,  however,  that  ths  entire  production  of  the  distrU^b  has  b^er.  shipped  out  for 
table  stock  as  the  low  price  and  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities  dating  the  winter 
and  spring  caused  some  growers  to  neglect  the  care  and  sorting  of  the  stored  crop, 
thus  incurring  a  greater  loss  than  would  have  teen  experienced  undei-  normal  con- 
ditions.     Furthermore,  many  gl?cwers,  in  view  of  the  high  price  of  sacks  and  of 
labor  for  sorting  and  hauling,  considered  it  more  profitable  to  sell  the  entire 
crop  in  bulk  at  the  cellar  for  stock  feeding,      tt  is  hoped  that  more  adequate  fac- 
ilities will  be  provided  for  marketing  and  conserving  ths  next  crop. 

Planting  is  already  under  way.  There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  this  season  to 
plant  a  little  earlier  than  has  been  the  practice  during  the  past  few  years.  At 
the  station  we  expect  to  begin  plawting  Monday,  sTunG  3,  We  had  planned  to  start 
Friday  but  the  ground  was  too  wet, 

Wednesday  night  a  much  needed  rain  of  1,02  inches  fell  which  has  put  the 
ground  in  excellent  condition  for  planting. 

For  the  week  ending  June  8,  1918» 

Potato  playiting  in  this  district  has  progressed  rapidly  during  the  past  week, 
in  factf  most  of  the  growers  in  this  immediate  vicinity  have  finished*  Moisture 
conditions  are  excellent  ard  a  good  stand  is  to  be  expected* 

At  the  station  we  have  f  inished  the  mchine  planting  and  part  of  the  hand 
planting  including  the  6outh  American  varie  ties  and  the  Maine  seedlings,      Tv/o  or 
three  days  will  be  required  to  plarlt  the  remaining  experiments  ^ii^ich  include  the 
hill  selections  and  Greeley  seedlirigs, 

(Chas »F,  Clark) » 


Jerome^  Idaho «  For  ths  week  ending  June  It  1918 » 

We  finished  planting  potatoes  in  tl«  East  field  last  ;iight.      The  planting  was 
held  up  several  days  because  of  a  heavy  rain  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,      There  was  a 
fall  of  one  and  one-half  inch3  3,  which  put  all  crops  in  excellent  condition  from  a 
moisture  standpoint.      The  weather  has  been  quite  cold  with  light  frosts  nearly 
every  night.      The  potatoes  which  are  germinating  have  been  frosted  and  most  of 
the  fruit  killed.      The  alfalfa  is  in  good  condition  and  with  warm  weather  should 

be  ready  to  cut  in  a  week  or  two* 

1  ■ 

For  the  week  ending  June  8,  1918# 

The  past  four  days  haVe  been  exceptionally  hot;  yesterday  maximum  was  95 •  All 
crops  are  doing  well.      The  labor  situation  is  causirg  considerable  uneasiness* 
Farmers  are  continually  overbidding  each  other  in  spite  of  the  fixed  wage  scale. 

The  first  cutting  of  hay  will  start  this  week|  that  is,  in  some  localitiesi 
while  in  iiths  rs  it  will  not  be  ready  to  cut  for  two  or  three  weeks* 

He  have  the  b«ai^  ground  irrigated  but  the  beans  have  not  arrived, 

(Chas,  D*wey)i 
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Presqua-  Isle,  Hor  ^m^t  jhs^jacl:  ending;  Juno  G.  1918> 

V/3  have  liad  excellent  growing  -/eat, her  V'c  past  v.^-^ek.      The  field  has  been  Cul- 
tivated and  hcraehoed  oncej  shall  go  over  it  again  next  weokA 

Prof  4  Stuart  arrived  at  Presquo  Isle  Tuesday  to  go  over  the  plans  for  th3 
season's  work.      In  addition  to  our  or/n  plats,  the  certified  stock  on  I^r, 
Gartloy's  farm  was  inspected.      Hany  nearby  fields  vrore  examined  and  about  3  dozen 
photographs  were  taken  of  impleaonfcs  in  operation  used  in  this  section  applying  a 
top  dressing  of  fertilizer  after  the  potatoes  had  been  planted,  and  several  types 
of  cultivators  and  horse-hoes*      Prof.  Stuart  left  Presque  Isle  Friday  morning* 

(P,  M,  Lombard). 

Field  Notes*  June  15,  1918 > 

June  5  and  6th  were  spent  v;ith  llr»  Lombard  in  taking  photographs  of  implements 
in  use  in  the  early  cultivation  of  IYb   potato  crcp  in  Aroostook  County,  Me,  On 
my  return  from  Norths  rn  Maine ,  1  net  Director  VJocds  and  Dr.  Korse  of  the  Mains 
Experiment  Station  at  Bangor  for  a  brief  conference  and  tlisn  proceeded  to  Augusta, 
Me.  where  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  had  ths  pleasure  of  an  interview  v/ith  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  Roberts  on  the  Seed  Potato  Inspection  Service.      >  '  • 
On  Monday  forenoon  conferences  were  had  v;ith  Mr*  Bradlee,  director  of 
Extension  work  of  the  Vermont  Agricultural  College  and  with  Director  J,  L,  Hills 
of  the  Experiment  Station.      Returned  to  Y/ashington  the  morning  of  the  11th, 

Yiashingt on  Notes. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  have  Prof*  J.  G,  Milv<rard  of  the  Wisconsin  Experiment 
Station  come  to  Washington  for  a  conference  with  this  Office  and  that  of  Dr. 
Orton's  with  respect  to  the  seed  potato  improvormnt  work  to  be  carried  on  this 
season. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  953  entitled  "Potato  Growing  Ursier  Irrigation  in  the  West 
by  Vjb.  Stuart,  C.  F*  Clark  and  G.  W.  Dewey  has  just  been  received  from  the  print- 
ers. 

(Hifaii  ^uart). 

Arlington  Farm^  Va.  For  the  week  ending  June  15^  1918. 

ViTe  expect  to  plant  our  second  potato  pen  within  the  next  couple  of  weeks. 
This  pen  will  be  planted  with  McCbrmick  potatoes  ani  will  be  constructed  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  ons  planted  earlier  in  the  season  with  Irish  Cobbler  potatoes. 

The  eight  varieties  of  potato  plants  turmd  over  to  us  by  the  Federal  Horti- 
cultural Board  last  week  tave  done  poorly  and  it  now  looks  as  H  not  many  of  them 
wpuld  live,  although  thsy  have  been  watered  frequently  and  received -(Sonsiderable 
attention. 

The  bedded  tubers  produced  about  the  same  number  of  plants  for  the  secoxid 
planting  as  they  did  for  the  first,  but  only  about  one  hundred  of  these  plants 
were  set  in  tte  field.  The  tubers  have  been  placed  in  the  sand  for  the  third 
time,  in  order  that  tte  growth  of  the  third  lot  of  plants  may  be  observed. 

We  were  unsuccessful  this  year  in  growing  plants  from  detached  Sprouts*  The 
sprouts  rooted  but  the  plants  never  reached  sufficient  size  to  be  transplanted 
into  the  field. 

The  writer  spent  the  past  week  at  Arlington  Farm,  taking  germination  notes, 
and  in  the  office,  working  in  the  Library  and  in  checking  the  gemination  notes 
taken  at  Norfolk,  Va, 

(  W.  C , Edmund  s  o  n| » 
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The  weathor  is  unus-ua 
at  95,  aind  has  \5een  above  90  every  day 
toQ  high  Sot  the  ^est  yield  of  wheat. 


^"-elev^  Cl^lo.  ^cr  the  week  erd:.r^  ^'une  lb  ,..;:gl3^_.._ 

PotaLo  planting  is  finished  in  this  distrioti      The  acreage  planted 
will  not  exceed  75  per  cent  of  tha.t  of  1917»' 

The  weathsr  has  V^en  e;<t.'emsly  hot  for  this  time  of  the  year  during 
the  past  v/eek*      V^Tiile  we  have  had  light  local  thunder  storms  the  total  precipi- 
tation has  not  teen  sufficient  to  be  of  any  great  value. 

At  the  station  we  finished  planting  several  days  ago  1  includir^  the 

transplanting  of  ths  seedlings.      Of  these  there  were  669,  all  of  South  American 

parentage.      The  alfalfa  has  been  irrigated  twice  and  the  grain  once*      We  expect 

to  begin  cutting  ths  alfalfa  Monday.  ,  . 

{Chas.F*Glark) » 

Jerome^  Idaho ^  For  the, week  ending  June-  15.  19 j.8 »•  -<-. •.  ' 

lly  hot  for  Juns^  maximum  official  temperature 
y  day  this  week*      It  is  considered  as  being 

Have  started  haying*      It  will  be  wscossary  to  go  to  Shoshone  Monday 
for  repairs  for  the  mower  as  the  company  which  handled  them  bore  have  gone  out  of 
business* 

The  potatoes  have  just  begun  to  germinate.     The  ground  seems  to  be 

rapidly  drying  out  in  spite  of  t'requerit  harrc/.  lug. 

The  Non-Partisan  League  is  endeavoring  to  buy  out  one  of  the.  local 

newspapers  and  issue  a  publication  of  its»own«  .  v 

(Geo«W, Dewey) , 

ProsQue  Isle«  Me»  For  the  week  eroding  June  lr5*^^3>8, 

Th&  weatter  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  rainy*  Very  little  field 
work  was  done,  Dr%  Shultz^s  plats  were  cultivated  and  horsehoed  and  a  beginning 
was  made  on  our  plats « 

The  greenhouse  boiler  and  pipes  were  painted  with  Asphalt  paint,  and 
considerable  grading  was  done  around  the  greenhouse  and  st 0 rage -house »  The 
plants  are  coming  very  fasti      Germination  notes  vdll  begin  next  week.  The 
Greened  material  and  some  of  tte  Varieties  planted  early  are  from  four  to  six 
inches  high. 

The  cost  of  grcv/ing  an  acre  of  potatoes  this  year  in  this  section 
varies  with  the  individual  farmer;  soce  place  the  cost  as  high  as  $300.00  per  aero 
others  as  lew  as  ^200.00  per  acre% 

i         \P,  M«  Lombard) 1 
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WASHINGTON  NOTES. 


/''V  tha  week  ending  Juns  2k. ^  ^->'lS_t 


Mr*  Fdmundson  left  fcr  Norfolk,  Va«,  Wednesday  evening  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harvestirg  one  set  of  the  greened  ad  ungreerud  seed  plot*      He  is  expected 
back  Saturday  mornings  (June  22nd) 4 

Mr«  F.  H»  Di)uthitt  cf  Clinton*  lov/a  arrived  in  the  city  Tuesday  ard 
remained  until  Thursday  neon.      An  offi'ie  has  been  rented  in  this  Metzcrott  Build- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  Magar.ins  section  of  the  Potato  Association  of  America  ard 
Miss  Florence  G,  Leonard^  fcriLer  private  secretary  to  Kr*  Douthitt,  has  teen 
placed  in  charge  of  this  liie  of  activity  of  the  Association* 

Prof,  Mil'.^ard  oi"  Madison,  Wisconsin  arrived  yesterday  morning 

for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  Prof  %  CorbeT.t,  Dr.  Edson  and  th^e  writer  con- 
cernir^  seed  potato  improvement  and  inspection  work  to  be  undertaken  this  season* 
Prof*  Milward  will  have  charge  oi  thisv;ork  InFichigani  Wisconsin*  Minnesota, 
North  Dakctaj  Nebraska,  Ccl:rado^  "ubahr,  Xdahc;  Tashingtcn,  Oregon,,  ard  California, 

The  weather  has  Ve";^  unuoually  cool  this  week* 

(Wm,  S'tuart)i 
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^^QQXeVi  O^cy  Per  the  week  ending  June  22 »  19X8 > 

there  is  little  to  report  regarding  the  potato  situation.      The  prospect's 
at  present  seem  favorable  for  a  good  stand*      The  weather  has  l?een  somewhat  cooler 
during  tha  past  few  days  than  during  the  preceding  week  which  has  been  more  favor*^ 
able  for  the  growth  of  potatoes t      I<ocal  shcv;ers  haVa  fallen  in  some  sections  but 
there  have  been  no  general  rains* 

Crop  conditions  in  general  are  very  gcod^      Hay  cutting  is  now  in  pro- 
gress.     About  an  average  yield  is  being  cbtairedt      We  have  finished  cutting  at 
the  Station  and  the  stacking  is  about  half  completed* 

(Chas,  F,  Clark). 

Jerome y  Idaho»  For  the  week  ending  June  22^  1918i 

A  heavy  raii>  Thursday  night  hag  checked  haying  operations*      There  is  a 
great  deal  of  hay  down  in  this  section,     There  has  been  about  an  inch  of  rain-fall 
since  Monday,      The  weatheri  while  very  warm,  is  not  nearly  so  hot  as  last  week* 
All  crops  are  growing  rapidly  artl  wheat  is  beginning  to  head  out* 

The  beans  arrived  Thursday  and  have  beeq  planted*      Some  o^  the  best  ^an 

_^     ^,  ,  ,  .  ^  -    X  ,  «     .     ,  ,        .  •   »ni.^  il  1^ 

Lment 
{<xeo»W»  Dewey)  % 

Presque  Isle.  He*  For  the  week  ending^  June  22*  1918. 

A  severe  frost  visited  this  section  of  the  (Jouixtrjr  Thursday  night,  doing 
a  great  deal  of  damage  to  both  gardens  and  potato  fields*      fieansy  corn,  cucumbers 
and  tomatoes  in  many  cases  cannot  be  replanted  for  lack  of  seed*     With  few  ex- 
ceptions potatoes  were  killed  to  the  ground*     A  few  fields  favorably  located 
escaped  injury*     Mr^  B.  E»  Brown* s  fertilizer  experiments  on  the  Centre  Line 
Road  were  not  touched*      Our  Certified  Stock  on  the  same  farm  fortunately  was  not 
above  ground*      All  potatoes  on  Aroostook  Farm  that  had  broken  through  the  ground 
were  cut  down*      Just  how  this  freeze  is  going  to  complicate  results  in  our  Ihole 
vs.  Cut  Seed  Experiment,  it  is  still  too  early  to  predict*      In  the  case  of  the 
Greening  Experiment,  the  ungreened  which  was  just  ecming  through  the  ground  will 
soon  be  larger  than  the  greened*     These  two  experiments  are  all,  I  believe,  that 
may  be  injured* 

The  field  on  Aroostook  was  cultivated  and  horsehced  again  this  week* 
Cbntinued  grading  around  greenhouse  and  storage  house.    Overhauled  the  spraying 

outfit^  i         -  ^ 

(PfM,  Lombard;* 

Swannayioa*  N.C*  ^  For  ths  week  ending  June  22^  1918*. 

The  potatoes  are  growing  nicely  now*      We  have  had  good  seasons  the  past 
weeky  being  blessed  with  abundant  rainfall* 

The  UfcCormick  have  a  good  bloom,  but  the  Yellow  Flesh  has  shed  the  only 
two  clusters  that  have  opened  but  have  a  few  buds  #iich  look  as  if  they  will  open 

(S,  C.  Clapp)e 
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Norfolk.  Va«  For  the  wook  endim  June  22.  1918 1 

The  writer  spent  June  20th  ard  2l3t  at  Norfolk,  Va,  harvest irg  one 
set  of  the  greered  ard  ungreerBd  seed  plott      The  yield  of  potatoes  has  probably 
been  reduced  in  this  section  on  account  of  lack  of  moisture*      Mr*  Johnson  stated 
there  had  only  been       inches  of  rainfall  during  the  past  two  months.      Some  po- 
tatoes were  harvested  but  the  bulk  of  tte  crop  will  not  be  dug  for  a  couple  of 
weeks* 

Potatoes  v/ere  selling  for  si^4.00  per  barrel  but  the  growers  expect  the 
price  to  go  higter  in  tv/o  or  three  weeks.  The  grain  crop  was  mostly  cut,  and  a 
large  acreage  l3.  reported  for  the  Norfolk  section* 

C.  Edmundson)* 


Waahii^gton  Notes.  For  the  week  erdinp;  June  29 ^  1918 « 

Mr*  Edmundson  is  in  Swannanoa,  N,C»  this  weekf  taking  notes  on  the 
South  AiB9 ri Can  variety  collection  and  making  crosses  between  the  yellow  fleshed 
Peruvian  variety  ard  some  of  cur  ComnBrcial  varieties  of  potatoes.      He  is  expected 
to  return  on  Sunday* 

Miss  Wimraer,  our  efficient  editor  of  "The  Eye"  will  be  absent  from  the 
office  on  annual  leave  during  the  month  of  July* 

Miss  Oonnor  has  spent  the  week  in  examining,  re-arranging  or  discarding 
office  accumulations  of  notes  and  data  on  potato  work* 

The  writer  attended  a  Farmer's  Club  meeting  at  Kerudon,  Va»  on  Thursday 
and  addressed  ths  m  on  the  subject  of  "potato  dulture"^ 

Volume  1,  No*  1  of  "The  Potato  Magazine"  (June  15  ••• 
issue)  reacted  cur  desk  this  week.  This  magazine  is  being  published  under  the 
auspices  of  The  Potato  Association  of  America  with  headquarters  in  this  city* 

It  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  workmanship,  printed  on  heavy  enameled  paper, 
and  is  devoted  solely  to  the  potato.      It  should  prove  of  great  value  to  all  those 
interested  in  the  potato  industry,  whether  growers,  dealers,  manufacturers  or  con- 
sumers. .  . 

u  Stuart)* 
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Groeley^^^  Cclo_.  For  tho  v/eok  ending  July  6.  1918 

A  large  prop c'-.^t  i  cn  cf  the  potatcGs  in  this  vicinity  arc  up  new  and 
shew  at  loaat  an  average  stand.      i\ll  crops  arc  looking  gccd  but  are  in 
need  oi  rain.      A  fev;  growers  hav^-  begun  irrigating  beans  and  tho  irrigation 
of  potatoes  will  have  to  be  started  r^con  if  the  dry,  hot  weather  continues. 

(Chas.  Cl^trk). 

Jerome,  Idaho.  &'ft^^«r  the  week  ending  July  6,  1918 

llr.  E.  R„  3ennr-tt.   ^7:  eld  Horticulturist  for  the  Extension  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of   Idaho,  was  at  the  Station  a  few  days  ago*  He 
said  that  throughout  th::   State  there  vras  a  poor  stand  of  potatoes  and  that 
in  his  opinion  it  v.as  due  to  the  not  weather  in  the  early  part  of  Juno, 
The  poor  stands  wore  caused  by  tb  seed  pieces  rotting  in  the  ground. 

Most  of  the  hay  is  up  and  we  have  started  irrigating.      Have  begun 

to  cultivate  the  potatoes,  „ 

The  Sheriff  and  Council  of  Defense  are  accperating  with  the  J^ar.n 

Burqau  in  handling  the  labor  problem.      They  are  bringing  -oral  suasion  to 
bear  on  both  the  employer  and  the  employee,  the  one  for  paying  more  than  the 
wage  scale,  regardles.'  .1'  circumstances,  and  tho   other  for  refusing  to  work 

at  the  stipulated  wage.  rc  v  •  +v,r. 

Weather  fc-  the  t^?' st  week  has  been  quite  moderate,  85  being  xne 

highest  temperature <  (Geo.  V/.  Dowey) 

Presque  Isle.  ILo ,  For  tho  week  ending  July  6.  1918 

The  grading  arcund  the  p-roonhouse  and  storage  house  has  been  com- 
pleted and  the  ground  seeded  dovm.      Vife  have  had  considerable  rain  this 
week  and  as  a  result  considerable  miscellanocus  work  has  been  done. 
Rocks  have  been  romcved  from  the  field  that  have  appeared  since  planting 

and  soil  for  grading  has  been  hauled  and  crates  repaired, 

Plants  have  recovered  from  the  frost  and  are  making  very  rapid  growth. 

The  field  was  cultivated  and  hcrsehoed  again  and  germination  notes  taken. 

Mr.  Hurst  of  Dr.  Schreiner's  Office  expects  to  leave  I.Iaine  the  first 
of  next  week.      Dr,  Cook  is  expected  next  v/eek  to  outline  spraying  experi- 
ments for  this  season.      In  addition  to  six  acres  on  Aroostook  Farm  he  will 
have  six  acres  on  Dr.  Boon's  Farm  and  the  same  acreage  on  Mr,  Ilellvill's  farm. 


1 


Dr»  Edscn  who  expected  tc  arrive  abcut  the  20th  has  delayed  this 
trip  until  the  first  v>reek  in  July  on  account  cf  the  severe  frost  in  tliiis 
section  v/hich  set  potatoes  back  about  two  weeks. 

(  P.  i:.  Lombard ) 

Washington  Nctes>  Fcr  week  ending  July  6.  1918 

Mr,  Edmundscn  returned  frcrn  B^annanca  last  Sunday »  af-^er  spending 
several  days  in  taking  nctes  and  making  crosses  on  the  South  American 
variety  collection.      He  reports  that  most  cf  the  varieties  have  made 
a  good  growth  and  are  looking  v/ell^      Several  cresses  were  made  between 
the  Yellov/  fleshed  Peruvian  variety  and  two  American  ones. 

Miss  Connor,  Mr.  Edmundson,  and  the  writer  plan  to  begin  harvest- 
ing the  experimental  potatoes  at  Norfolk  on  Mcnday,  July  8,      It  will 
require  a  v/eek  tc  ten  days  to  complete  the  work. 

The  failure  cf  Congress  to  pass  the  Agricultural  Appropriation 
Bill  is  having  the  usual  effect  of  temporarily  halting  a  considerable 
portion  cf  the  Department's  activities. 

Arlington  Farm  Nctes. 

The  second  pot^-oc  pen  was  planted  with  McCcrmick  seed  this  week. 
The  first  one,  which  v/as  planted  with  IrishCcbbler  in  the  spring  seems 
tc   be  mere  promising  than  last  season,  but  is  net  sufficiently  encouraging 
to  warrant  the  trcuble  and  expense  involved  in  growing  them  in  pens. 

(  Wm»  Stuart) 
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Greeley >  Colo > 


For  the  v/eek  ending  July  13.  1918. 


The  potato  crop  in  this  vicinity  is  making  fair  progress  in  spite 
of  the  hot,  dry  v/eather.      Many  of  the  growers  are  beginning  to  irrigate 
which  is  scmev;hat  earlier  than  is  the  general  practise  for  this  crop. 
At  the  station  we  have  irrigated  the  greater  part  of  the  plats. 

Tuesday  I  visited  several  excellent  fields  of  potatoes  south  of 
Greeley.      Vifhile  this  section  is  net  generally  recognized  as  a  potato 
producing  section  there  are  shipped  from  the  various  stations  between 
Greeley  and  Denver  approximately  100  cars  annually.      The  variety  is 
chiefly  Early  Ohio.      The  soil  is  somewhat  lighter  and  the  season  earlier 
than  in  the  vicinity  of  Greeley  so  that  the  crop  is  ready  for  narket  be- 
tween August  15  and  September  1. 

Mr,  Wa^orbury  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  v/ho  is  investigating  the 
storage  facilities  in  this  state,  recently  visited  the  station. 

(Chas.  F»  Clark) 

Pre s que  Isle  .  Me .  Fcr  the  week  ending  July  13.  1918 

The  serious  losses  from  Late  Blight  last  year  taught  the  potato 
growers  of  Aroostook  County  that  spraying  operations  must  be  begun  early 
and  followed  persistently  until  the  crop  is  harvested.      Already  some 
farmers  have  been  over  their  fields  cncQ  vath  Bordeaux  mixture, 


Messrs,  Cook,  Wallace  and  Evans  arrived  this  week  and  began  ex- 
perimental spraying  work  on  Aroostook  Farm  and  two  nearby  farms.  Messrs 
Wallace  and  Evans  left  Saturday  neon  fcr  Yifashingt on.      Dr.  Cook  will  re- 
main until  the  crop  is  harvested,  making  trips  to  other  places  throughout 
the  season. 

We  have  had  exceptionally  good  growing  weather  for  the  past  week. 
The  Hcrt icultural  and  Pathological  plots  v/ere  cultivated  and  hcrsehced 
and  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture  this  week.      Bugs  vjere  very  plentiful 
on  Arccstcck  Farm  prior  to  the  frost,  very  few  can  nov/  be  found, 

(p.  H,  Lombard) 


Tor  tfiG  wee^  ending  July  13, 


Miss  Connor,  lir^  Edmundscn,  and  tho  writer  arrived  at  Norfolk  Mon- 
day nicrning  and  have  been  busily  engaged  since  their  arrival  in  harvesting 
the  experimental  potato  cultural  studios  being  carried  on  at  the  Virginia 
Truck  Experi'aent  Station,-?,  0,  Johnson,  Director*      Very  satisfactory 
yields  are  being  secured.      It  is  estimated  that  the  Irish  Cobblers  will 
average  at  least  275  bushels  per  acre  and  some  lots  are  going  considerably 
ever  300  bushels.      Much  larger  yields  could  have  been  obtained  if  it  had 
been  possible  tc  delay  the  harvesting  from  two  to  three  weeks  as  the  vines 
are  still  quite  green. 

Mr.  Edmunds  on  returns  tc  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  and 
v/ill  leave  for  Rhinelander,  Vi/isccnsin,  and  Grand  Bapids,  Minnesota,  on  the 
13th.      The  writer  also  leaves  Norfolk  on  the  12th  to  attend  a  summer  meet- 
ing of  the  New  Jersey  Potato  Association  which  is  to  be  held  on  the  13th 
on  the  farm  of  Theron  HcCampbell  at  Holmdol,  Nev/  Jersey.      It  is  planned 
to  have  a  field  demonstration  of  potato  graders  in  action  in  the  grading 
of  the  American  Giant  potato,  a  variety,  the  tubers  of  which  are  generally 
conceded  to  be  very  difficult  to  grade  with  the  ordinary  commercial  potato 
grader.      Short  addresses  are  tc  follow  the  grading  demonstration. 

Miss  Ccnnor  will  remain  until  Saturday  evening  in  order  to  complete 
some  of  the  v/crk.  The  potato  acreage  of  this  section  was  very  materially 
reduced  last  spring. 

Advices  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  say  that  the  acreage 
yield  varies  all  the  way  from  2  to  3  bbls ,  to  60  bbl«.  or  more.  Prices 
are  ruling  strong  in  tlaia  section  and  the  movement  is  quite  heavy  at  the 
present  writing. 

(Wm.  Stuart.) 
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l§:.i®iiy^'olo  ,  For  -./ee'-c  endin?  Jul_2_  13  ,  1.9 13 

Tw:^  good  sho^e-s,  .7.'^  ar^c  1.C5  inchss  respectively,  and  a  fewr  days  of 
cool,  cloudy  weather  iur:lng  th:    past  vesk  hav3  made  a  great  inprovenent  in  the 
potu.to  crop  which  was  being  retarded  by  the  dry,  hot  weath-^r  that  prevailed  dur- 
ing the  nonth       -Tune  and  tne  1 5  r3*  .veek  in  Ju^.y^ 

Crop  conditions  are  -general]  y  gcod  in  xhis  section  vdth  the  exception  of 
a  feu  small  areas  where  the  crops  ha-'-e  been  damaged  by  hail.      Some  barley  is 
hding  cut  and  the  wlieat  is  nea""ly  reaay* 

:         So  far  there  has  heen  n:  real  scarcity  of  labor  the  there  is  no  surplus 
and  \7dge3  arc  high. 

(Chas.  F,  Clark) 

Jerond .  Idaho  For  week  ending  July  ^5.  1918 

The  weather  continue:  hct  and  dry  and  all  crops  are  making  rapid  growth. 
The  first  cuttixig  of  iiay  is  abuut  half  in  the  stack.      The  farmers  seem  to  be 
having  considerable  trcuble  in  securing  sufficient  labor*      We  are  cultivating, 
hoeing  v;eeds  and  irrigatirg. 

(Geo,  W.  Dewey) 

Boise.  Ida,  Fcr  week  ending  July  6.  1918 

I  am  sorry  tc  ^ay  chat  our  potato  prospects  this  3'ear  are  net  very  bright 
I  as  I  intimated  befcre,      uur  acreage  is  only  about  65/^  of  last  year  and  new  I 
find  the  stand  is  'vors©  than  the  acreage.      I  have  occasionally  found  a  field 
that  I  could  call  a  nonnal  staiid,  that  is  from  £5  to  SO/^,      V/e  have  many  more 
fields,  hcwever,  that  run  frcm  30  to  60^  of  stand,      I  was  net  surprised  that 
we  had  some  poor  sts-nds  as  I  know  that  a  great  deal  of  the  seed  stock  was  heated 
or  v/as  kept  too  warL  during  the  winter*      I  was  net  prepared,  hewever,  te  find 
seme  of  cur  best  grovvers  having  a  50/$  stand  and  many  cf  these  plants  that  are 
up  I  found  have  decidedly  weak  stems  and  that  the  seed  piece  is  already  entirely 
gone*      On  the  v;hele  I  estimate  that  our  yield  this  year  will  not  be  mcr«  than 
50%  cf  last  year  and  X  v;ould  net  be  surp-^ised  if  30/^  ccmes  nearer  to  the  actual 
figures* 

(E,  R»  Bennett,  Sec'y 
Idaho  Potato  Growers  Assn) 

Jerome.  Idaho,  Fcr  week  ending  July  13.  1918 

Th©  Lard  and  V/ate>T  Co-  have  just  completed  their  crop  sensus  fcr  this 
year  and  find  that  there  are  about  700  acres  cf  pctatces  as  compared  with  1600 
last  season. 

We  have  just  finished  the  first  irrigaticn  cf  th^e  potatoes,  have  cultiva- 
^     ted  and  heed  the  beans  and  are  new  running  the  water  on  the  alfalfa.      W©  are 
going  to  spread  grasshopper  bait  tomorrow,  believe  they  will  do  a  great  deal  of 
damage  before  the  season  is  over. 

Th©  weather  is  rather  unusual  of  late,  hot  and  quiet  during  th©  day  until 
late  in  th©  afternoon,  then  the  sky  becomes  cloudy  and  there  is  often  a  littl© 
rain. 

(Geo,  Vif.  Dewey) 


itfew  Jersey  Notes  <■ 


As  announced  in  la^t  xveek^a  issue  of  ''The  Sy©'''  the  writer  attended  a 
suminer  meeting  of  the  Uew  Jei-sey  A3sooiabion  on  the  lawn  of  Theron  McCampbell; 
a  leading  potato  grower  of  Holmdel,  N<,  J,;   on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  July 
13»      The  meeting  was  primarily  held  fcr  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  possi- 
bility of  grading  the  American  Oiant  potato  in  ccnfornity  with  the  requirements 
of  Ut  S,  grades,  nos.  1  and  2,  and  for  the  considoraticn  of  the  subject  of  co- 
operation and  organization.      Notwithstanding  that  the  weather  was  threat- 
ening and  somewhat  shov/ery  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  appsoximately  1000 
people  present. 

Among  these  v'h.  participated  on  the  program  was  Messrs.  G,  H,  Powell  of 
che  U.  r«  Food  Administration,  H,  W.  Ccllingwood  of  the  Rural  New  Yorker  and 
Crore  and  Stuart  of  the  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Ir.  the  discujsion  relative  to  grading  it  seemed  to  bo  the  ppinion  of  both 
growers  and  shippers  that  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  grading  the  Ainerioan 
Giant  and  scarcixy  of  reliable  help,  they  should  net  be  sompelled  to  grade* 

Stuart) 

Norfolk.  Va.  For  v/eek  ending  July  20. 

The  harvesting  of  the  Irish  Cobblers  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment 
Station  was  completed  on  Monday,  July  15  and  Prof.  Stuart  and  Miss  Connor  re- 
turned to  Washington  that  evening.      Mr,  Edmundson  returned  to  Washington  on^ 
the  ]2th.      The  work  was  somovi/hat  delayed  by  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  on  Fri- 
day and  Saturday,  and  some  of  the  potatoes  dug  on  Friday  morning  could  not  be 
picked  up  until  Monday. 

Only  one  set  of  the  whole  and  cut  seed  experiment  was  weighed  by  separate 
hills  this  year  and  that  was  left  until  the  last,  in  order  that  the  vines  night 
riped  as  much  as  possible.      Practically  none  of  the  vines  were  dead  at  this 
time.      The  whole  and  cut  seed  experiment  is  planted  on  somewhat  heavier  ground 
than  the  rest  of  the  work  and  the  yield  was  net  as  large  as  on  the  lighter  eoll* 
The  last  two  rows  (2  C2.  halved  and  1  oz,  whole  seed)  wore  put  into  cotton  aacks^  ■ 
and  sent  back  to  Washington,  because  of  shortage  cf  time  on  Monday.      They  *  ■ 
arrived  Wednesday  and  were  worked  ever  on  Thursday, 

A  preliminary  summary  cf  the  yields  cf  the  greened  and  not  greened^rcws 
shews  an  average  superiority  for  the  net  greened  seed  of  10  lbs.  per  rov^r  in 
total  yield  and  almost  15  lbs  per  row  in  primes  and  intermediates.      In  ths 
first  harvest  on  June  20  the  not  greened  seed  had  an  average  superiority  in 
total  yield  cf  4^  lbs  per  row  but  yielded  on  the  average  i  lb.  per  row  less  cf 
primes  and  intermediates  than  the  greened  seed. 

(Margaret  Connor) 
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Pre scu e_  I  oT.e  ,  ?Je  .  Fcrj;7eek  ending      Iv  I"^  .  1918 

first  four  day?;        txi:  s  v.oek  vjo  he  d  rain,  nearly  4  inches  falling 
in  the  i'cur  days.      The  plats  at  the  Laboratory  as  well  as  ■i;hcs€  cn  Arocstook 
farji  v.e>^3  sprays^  a  rain  this  XiiOTk, 

?ho  report  i?  c'.rc-.ilatfed  around  that  Blight  has  been  fonnd  is  seme 
Gection-  of  tls  ^•^.our^try.  Wo  certainly  have  had  gcod  weather  for  Blight, 
iicws'ver,  I  dcubt  very  iuuch  if  tlie  re  ij  Late  Blight  in  Arccstook  this  early. 

Wlr^n  weather  perinits  Farmers  are  keeping  their  sprayers  busy.      On  the 
whcle  I  believe  th")  efforts  cf  the  Department  and  State  are  showing  up  this 
year^      There  appears  to  be  mere  intelligence  this  year  in  the  mixing  and  the 
appiicaticn  cf  Brrd^^.aur  ni?.xture  ^ 

(  P,  M«  Lcnbard*' 

Washington  No  tea.  For  week  ondirig  Jililv  20.  1918 

Mr.  Ednundscn  iefx  "^/ashingtcn  Saturday  fcr  Rhinelander,  Wisconsin, 
and  Grand  Rapids,  I.:innescta  in  order  tc  examim  the  seed  potato  plot  at  each 
of  theg«  places  for  puritv  and  vigor  cf  the  stock  grovm.      Tr*  Edscn  will 
make  an  inspection  at  the  sair.e  time  fcr  diseased  plants.      All  fixtures  ana 

diseased  plants  ar<3  to  bj  rcgued  out* 

rr.  H.       Bcrtcr,  and  ¥t.  kjora  cf  the  Smerlcan  Stool  ard  Wire  Ccnpany 

were  visitors  at  the  Off:-ce  thiL  week.  u\ 

(Wm%  Stuart) 
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Crraelev.  Colo* 


For  week  ending  Julv  20.  T910 


A  well  distributed  rainfall  of  nearly  3  inches  during  the  past  vvsek., 
together  v/ith  cooler  v;©ather,  has  made  a  great  inprovenent  in  the  potato  orop. 
The  stand  is  sonewhat  irregular,  being  good  in  many  fields,  particularly  i.i 
this  immediate  vicinity,  while  it  is  poor  in  others.      The  County  Agricul- 
turalist has  estimated  that  for  the  entire  county  it  is  only  V5  psr  cent  of 
normal. 

All  other  crops  are  looking  v;ell.      Y/heat  is  being  cut  also  the  second 
crop  of  alfalfa, 

(Chas.  F»  Clark) 

Arlirgt en  Farm.  For  week  ending  Julv  27,  1918 

The  potato  pen  planted  this  spring  at  Arlington  Farm  vdlj.1  be  harvested 
in  the  near  future.      A  perfect  stand  was  obtained  frcm  the  top  layer  of  tu- 
bers and  about  thirty  vines  made  their  appearance  through  the  side  openings, 
although  many  of  them  are  weak  and  spindly* 

The  plots  planted  v;ith  Dlants  from  bedddd  tubers,  peelings,  and  cone 
shaped  single  eye  cuttings  will  also.b©  harvested  soon. 

(W.  VI,  Sdmundson)  . 

Presque  Isle .  Me.  For  week  ending  uuiv'2Q.  1918. 

July  14  and  15  we  had  very  heavy  rains  which  made  the  field  sticky  for 
cultivation  until  V/ednesday,      The  plots  were  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture 
and  about  half  of  the  field  cultivated  and  horsehced.      The  plat  at  the  Labor- 
atory v/as  sprayed,  cultivated  and  hcrsehoed  for  Mr.  Schultz.      The  plats  on 
Aroostcok  Farm  and  the  certified  stock  on  L^r,  Gartley's  Farm         hand  hoed. 

Dr.  Morse  was  up  from  Orono  this  week  to  go  ever  the  work  conducted  by 
the  Experiment  Station.      The  v/riter  took  him  over  the  Department  plats* 

Mr.  Scribner,  the  County  Agent,  informs  me  that  he  finds  Late  Blight 
quits  Conxion  in  many  sections,  confined  for  the  most  part  to  potatoes  on  the 
V/ashburn  type  of  soil.      Dr.  Cook  found  a  few  plants  on  Boone  and  Cook's  pota- 
toes wit"!  Lage  Blight, 

(  P.  M,  Lombard), 

Michigan  Iviotes .  For  week  ending  July  20,  1918 

On  July  16  Mr.  Eds  on  and  I  left  Rhinelander  and  arrived  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Minn?3cta  on  the  same  date.      On  July  V^,  we  inspected  the  seed  improvement  plots 
which  are  located  en  the  North  Central  Experiment  Farm,      The  potatces  grown 
at  Grand  Rapids  have  not  been  injured  by  the  frost  and  have  made  a_ little  better 
growth  than' those  at  Rhinelander.      The  plots  were  in  need  cf  cultivation  at 
the  time  we  inspected  them,  but  Mr.  Berg  promised  to  have  this  attended  to  at 
his  earliest  convenience. 

(W.  C4  Edmunds  on) 


Swannanoa.  N.  C«  For  v/eek  ending,  l^vl/  20  1918 

Y/e  are  having  dry  weather  here  v/hich  is  hastening  bhe  maburr.+y  f 
several  early  varieties,  such  as  Cobbler  and  Triumph. 

Some  Late  Blight  and  Tip  Burn  have  made  their  appearance  aiioi:.^  n.csi  of 
the  varieties. 

Our  spraying  experiments  were  completed  this  wcok ,  and  left  for  us 
hopeful  results  at  harvesting  time* 

The  members  of  our  State  Beard  of  Agriculture,  and  some  cf  their  friends 
with  Mr,  Collett,  Assistant  Director,  visited  the  Station  yesterday,  and  were 
vary  much  interested  in  the  South  American  collection. 

(S.  C.  Glapp) 

Wise  ens  ill  Notes.  For  week  ending  Julv  20.  1918 

!  left  V/ashington,  D,  G»  ,  July  13  for  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  I'cr  ths 
purpose  cf  assisting  in  the  inspection  cf  our  seed  improvement  plots  located 
in  these  states.  I  met  Mr,  Edscn  at  Rhinelander,  Wisconsin^;  July  15  and  we 
inspected  our  plots,  which  are  located  on  Mr.  Burkhart's  farm,  on  that  date = 

The  potatoes  growing  at  Rhinelander  have  made  a  very  satisfactory  growth 
although  they  have  been  slightly  injured  by  the  frost.      The  potato  plots 
have  received  very  careful  and  thorough  cultivation,  whi'jh  is  shewn  by  the 
growth  on  the  vines  and  the  condition  of  the  soil.      The  Oclcradc  potato  beetle 
has  been  doing  some  damage  to  the  vines,  but  Mr.  Burkhart  promised  to  give  the 
plots  a  thorough  spraying  as  scon  as  possible,      The  various  plots  of  potatoes 
were  given  a  careful  inspection  and  the  diseased  plants  and  mixtures • were  re- 
move:'. 

(  W,  C, ' Edmunds on) 

Washm^ixcn  Notes.  For  week  ending  July  27,  1918 

"^rof,  Stuart  left  Washington,  Thursday,  July  25  for  the  purpcse  cf 
organizing  and  prcjccting  the  seed  potato  inspection  work  in  tlhcde  Island,  Mass- 
achuf.5xtsT  Vermont,  Ne-/  Hampshire  and  kaine,      it  is  also  his  intention  to 
visit  Arooetook  Farm,  Presque  Isle  and  to  take  notes  on  the  seedlingand  4 
variety  collect idns  grov/n  at  that  station- 

Li3s  Connor  left  Friday,  July  25  for  a  brief  vacation.      She  expects  to 
visit  Gettysburg  before  her  return  to  duty. 

The" writer  expects  tc  go  to  Presque  Isle,  Maine  the  first  of  next  week 
for  tho  purpose  rf  taking  notes  on  th3  variety  aola.ecbion  on  Aroostook  Farm 
and  helping  Mr.  Lombard  with  the  work  at  the  station, 

(W.  G,  Edmunds: n/ 
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Jeroaoy  Idaho. 


For  the  v/eek  ending  July  27th.  1918> 


have  irrigated  the  potatoes  for  the  seconi  time  and  are  cutting  the 
oats  today  (July  25th).    Grasshoppers  have  damaged  the  oats  considerably  and 
have  about  ruined  the  new  alfalfa. 

The  latter  part  of  last  week  was  very  warm  with  the  maximum  at  96*  The 
last  few  days  have  been  quite  cool  and  om  ni^t  the  temperature  dropped  almost 
to  the  freezing  point* 
Ji  The  f arms  rs  have  begun  to  harvest  TsSieatJ  it  has  been  ripening  very  rapidly 

■"^■fthe  last  week*      I  believe  the  average  will  be  higher  than  usual  but  there  will 
be  no  phenomenal  yields  unless  from  sor^  of  the  latdr  fieldsf 

(Geo.  W.  Dewey). 

Pre  ague  Isle  >  Me.  For  the  week  ending  July  27.  1918 » 

Thd  «»ath9r  to*  bten  very  rainjr  this  waak*    Dr«  Brown  and  Or*  Sdsoa 

arrived  to  take  notes  on  their  different  lines  of  work* 

Blight  is  developing  very  fast  during  this  wet  weather*      If  this  weather 
continues  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  some  fields  can  be  held  up  long  enough  to 
make  a  crop.      Our  plat  on  Mr.  Gariley's  farm  shows  considerable  blight  on  the 
Green  Mountains,  due  in  part  to  the  location  cf  the  field  but  the  chief  cause 
is  no  doubt  an  insufficient  application  of  Bordeaux  mixture*      Although  Mr. 
Gartley  has  sprayed  five  times,  tl^  last  application  was  the  only  one  put  on  with 
two  nozzels  to  the  row.      Blight  cn  Aroostook  Farmi  in  our  plats,  appears  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  unsprayed  block* 

(P»  M*  Lombard)* 

Svirannanoa.  For  the  week  ending;  July  27  ♦  1918. 

Upoi  e.v\mir]at-!.on  1  find  two  good  seed  pod3  set  on  Yellow  Flesh  ^  5_5  v;hioh 
had  six  blo3?.ioxi^?e      Tissi-  a.'e  jrvoi-ed  with  vh^era  rloth  >a.g  aa  per  your  in* 
struvJti  OTIS  J 

1  f  our.d  tix.  pods  cet  on  liicCormicV^  but  the^  nad  ue^ayad  f.^otn  so  'e  -.aj^.e 
which  1  do  not  kno"'^/^ 

ivies  t  all  potato  pla-ots  are  dead  Ir.  ':hi3  sect  lor  now,  due  to  blig^ht  ^ 
flea  beetle-'  ana  nillic-is  :>t   leaf  hopper? ,      We  hav3  also  '«on  very  dry  bsre 
unxil  yebterdav  wlien  we  had  a  fine  rain  (Ju^y  ^:5tli)e 

••^a  Co  Clapp  ic 

Washingtor  .Iotas*  For  the  we?k    riding  A  a  jus  t  3»  1^15* 

Mrrj  'tUTznandscn  ".eft  'feshlr-gton  Monday  roon  2ot  two  weeks  in  Presque  isle> 
Me^  where  he  will  mak*.  a  study  of  tha  potato  variety  collecitior.  at  Aroostook 
Faroa 

Mrr  Tliomc^s  '-U  V'.rnsr,  professor  of  Applied  Biology  in  the  Teache.-s'  College 
of  Howard  Urivorsity,  'Ve sninf^to .i^  DoC,^  hr  s  heen  given  a  xempcrary  appciiitmont  as 
assisfp.nt  in  cytology  and  is  now  a-l,  Presque  Isle  wh?  ."e  he  will  study  the  do-- 
velopmcnuj  potency  arl  V'.atili-':^  of  potato  pcllon  and  will  assist  Uv^  Lon.bard  in 
securing  ths  fi-^. Id  noises  on  ou-j*  exj)e rimetytso 

I  have  thi-3  week  been  securing  additiona.".  data  on  tho  waste  in  peeling 
potatoes  by  differet  methods,  iett    mechai.ioal  ve^-lers  a>id  careful  and  ordinary 
hand  peeling*      Irirh  Cobbler,  Etirly  and  Lat!)  OlAo^  Wore  the  orily  varie'':3e.i  on 
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^and  which  oould  be  used  in  tMs  t@rjt»    Ti&  have  no?^  cleared  out  all  of  last 
year's  atook  and  the  recjent  ahipeant  of  a  ba^rrel  of  Col)1)Ier8  to  Mr,  Coatin 
of  Cap3viil«,  Va,  oonplat8d  the  dispoaai  of  the  ISl?  crop. 

I  iia^e  loaned  my  kitohan  for  tli©  laoiiths  of  August  and  Bepte^/ibar  to  tha 
Department  of  Agrioulttire  War  H^li^f  Ass'n.  IToluxiteerB  crops  of  workers, 
mostly  wivas  of  the  Dapartinant  men  nho  will  oan  and  preserve  the  surpluia 
products  of  Arlington  Farm  for  the  benefit  of  the  convalescent  aoldiera  at 
Walter  Reed  army  hospital*      fh&xe  are  already  about  1600  invalids  there, 
isost  of  them  back  from  the  front  and  fresh  fruits  and  vegetaKlea,  Jellies 
|\nl  lams  are  irtuoh  appreciated. 

\       The  failure  of  Congreaa  to  pasa  the  Agricultural  esiergenoy  approprii*- 
tlon  bill  has  seriously  handicapped  the  seed  inspaction  project  of  thia 
office.    The  financial  and  other  m&iBtmiGe  that  we  had  expected  to  be  able 
to  render  to  the  inspection  wrk  in  the  m.in  seed-producing  statea  has  been 
greatly  curtailed,  and  la  eome  caaes  rendered  absolutely  irapoesible.  The 
continuing  appropriation  of  Congress  which  allocs  the  expenditure  up  to 
Auguat  36  of  only  one-aixth  of  last  year's  allotment,  authorises  us  to  spend 
only  laOOO.OO.      The  difference  between  the  ataount  juat  stated  and  the 
|30,00C«00  we  had  hoped  to  obtain,  mkes  it  impossible  to  initiate  many  lines 
of  work,  or  to  properly  continue  those  on  #hioh  a  start  had  already  been  ob>- 
tained. 

Soije  relief  may  be  obtained  by  paying  part  of  the  expenses  of  this  pro- 
ject from  the  general  fund  of  the  office  and  mking  adjustMeiits  after  Con- 
gress has  passed  the  KKiergenoy  Measure • 

Miss  Wiisiiier,  our  Editor  of  the  Eye  has  ratxirned  from  her  vacation. 

(Margaret  Connor). 

Travel  Ho tea.  July  50.  1918. 

On  Friday,  July  36,  the  writer  spent  some  very  enjoyable  and  profitable 
hours  inspecting  the  potato  plots  at  the  Rhode  Island  Experiment  Station 
where  some  very  interesting  cultural  studies  are  being  carried  on.    One  of 
the  most  promising  and  interesting  lines  of  ^^^ork  now  under  ^ay  is  that  of  a 
study  of  the  relative  merits  of  mture  vs.  iraiiiatiire  tubers  for  seed  purposes. 
The  partiouli^r  phase  of  this  titudy  which  is  of  especial  interest  is  that  of 

the  relation  of  the  nuiaber  of  eye©  in  seed  pieces  of  equal  vfeight  from  nature 
and  iramattire  stock.      It  has  bean  shown  that  the  nm:ber  of  eyes  is  greater  in 
the  imiaature  seed  tb*fm  in  the  mture  seed  when  cut  to  equal  weight  and  that 
this  factor  is  in  a  large  laeastire  responsible  for  the  greater  yields.  Care- 
ful trials  have  shown  that  when  out  to  an  equal  nmber  of  eyes  the  advantage 
in  favor  of  im?mture  seed  is  no  longer  apparent.      Many  other  interesting 
lines  of  investigation  are  under  way  and  give  promise  of  adding  greatly  to 
our  knowledge  regarding  certain  cultural  probleiiis. 

Considerable  anxiety  is  felt  by  the  Rhode  Island  Potato  growers  over  the 
3|njury  to  the  potato  plants  due  to  a  heavy  infestation  of  aphids  which  are 
£*o  abundant  as  to  materially  weaken  if  not  wholly  destroy  the  plants. 

The  application  of  "Black  heaf  Forty"  has  been  of  questionable  benefit  in 
riJding  the  plants  of  these  pests.    Either  the  strength  of  this  nicotine  ood- 
pound  has  been  very  aaterially  reduced  by  the  maniifaoturers  or  else  it  is  not 
an  effective  remedy  for  the  potato  aphidro.      A  member  of  growers  are  resortiE 
to  the  old  time  remedy  -  ^kerosene  emulsion*,  «4iich,  Mhen  pxopexly  made  and 
0-f?plied  is  seemingly  much  more  effective. 


On  the  following  day,  at  AMierst,  Mass.,  the  same  atory  in  regard  to 
aphida  and  tua  failure  of  the  "black  leaf  forty"  to  control  them  was  heard 
on  all  a  idea  •      It  is  diffioiilt  to  eetinata  the  ainomit  of  d&*mge  the  potato 
crop  will  sustain  aa  a  result  of  the  r:i.vages  by  the  aphids,    ut  it  tmquest- 
Aonably  will  be  large. 

f       Monday  was  spent  in  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Burlin::ton,  V-c., 
ill  company  tfith  Extension  Director  Thos.  Bradlee,  Dr.  Lutiaan,  the  Station 
Pathologist,  and  Farm  Bureau  Agent  Mr.  Churchill.      As  yet  the  aphids  do 
not  seem  to  be  present  in  the  Vermont  potato  fields.      The  crop  was  suffer- 
ing r  ther  severely  from  the  hot  weather  and  a  lack  of  raoistiAre.  The 
latter  condition,  however,  iias  to  a  certain  extent  at  least  teen  remedied 
as  Burlington  was  viaited  by  a  heavy  thunder  Qtoriis  late  iu  the  evening. 

Considerable  intere^st  is  being  sho-n  in  Tsriiiont  by  the  Couiity  faria 
bureau  agents  in  tiie  home  seed  potato  plot  improvement  work.      A  similar 
laovement  is  under  way  in  Massachusetts. 

Tuesday  forenoon  was  spent  at  the  Hew  B;4.fApshi^e  Agricultural  College, 
Durh-m,  II.H.  where  plans  were  made  to  oarry  on  some  cooperative  seed  potato 
improvement  in  the  State.      This  woajk  will  be  xmdertaken  by  Dr.  Butler. 

It  is  proposed  to  spend  Wednesday  forenoon  at  the  Marine  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Me.  and  to  proceed  to  Prs&que  Isle  in  the  after- 
noon. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 
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.Greelev.  Coj.o> 


tor  the  week. ending  July  27 >  1918* 


A/irainfall  of  a  lit-^A  over  an  inch  during  the  past  week  in  addition  to  the 
amounts  previously  reported  during  the  month  has  made  conditions  ideal  lor  the 
growth  of  crops  without  the  aid  of  irrigation.      Considerable  damage  has  Tjeen 
done  by  hail  in  many  small  areas. 

Prof*  J,  G,  Milward  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Dr.  Howard  of  the  Univ- 
ersity of  Nebraskai  and  several  county  agents  from  Nebraska  recently  visited  the 
station* 

Mr,  Waterbury  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  who  is  investigating  the  storage 
facilities  in  this  state,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  in  Greeley  Wednesday  evening 
on  storage  houses. 

At  the  station  the  second  crop  of  hay  has  been  cut  and  is  ready  to  stack. 
The  grain  is  nearly  ready  to  cut. 

For  the  week  ending  August  3rd.  1918. 

With  the  exception  of  a  poor  stand  in  many  fields  the  prospects  for  the  po- 
tato crop  are  very  good  up  to  the  present  time.      All  other  crops  are  good.  Most 
of  the  wheat  and  barley  have  been  cut  and  threshdng  has  started. 

While  in  Fort  Cbllina  recently  I  visited  the  dehydrating  plant  of  the  Natural 
Food  Company,      While  they  will  handle  nearly  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables* 
they  expect  to  give  considerable  attention  to  potatoes  during  the  winter.  Their 
estimated  capacity  fpr  potatoes  is  15  to  20  tons  per  day, 

(Chas#  F,  Clark.) 


Jerome,  Idaho,   For  the  week  ending  August  3rd,  1918, 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  and  at  present  is  very  warm*    All  crops  are 
making  a  splendid  growth. 

The  potato  vines  are  very  large  and  in  full  bloom,    X  have  never  seen  them  as 
large  at  this  time  of  the  year.      The  early  planted  potatoes  have  set  well  but 
those  planted  the  latter  part  of  May  have  not  set  yet  to  any  extent,      We  have 
finished  hoeing  and  hilling  them. 

We  are  now  irrigating  the  new  alfalf a,v/hich  is  entirely  leafless  due  to  the 
vjork  of  grasshoppers,  . 

The  farmers  are  in  the  midst  of  harvesting  grain  and  the  second  cutting  ox 
hay.      At  the  time  of  the  last  plowing  in  May  t>iis  year,  there  was  a  perfect 
stand  of  volunteer  alfalfa  but  the  deep  plowing  killed  it.         ^^^^  Dewey), 

PrP.^aue  Isle.  Me,  F^r  the  week  endinp  A^^ust  3rd,  1918,  

Showers  Monday  and  Tuesday.    Late  Blight  had  a  pretty  S^^^  start  in  thja 
section  but  fortumtely  the  we  at  1b  r  charged  on  Wednesday  to  dry  and  cool  which 
served  to  check  the  diseases,      Mr,  Turner  arrived  Monday  night  ^^^^^f  ^^^^^^ 
pollen  of  our  varieties  and  seedlings,     Mr,  Edmundson  and  Prof.  Stuart  ^rrivea 
the  first  of  the  week  to  study  the  potato  situation  here  as  well  as  the  work 

1^rS?!tuIr?rDr*  Eds  on,  Mr.  Edmundson  and  I  went  ^^^^f^^^^^^^ 

stock  on  Mr,  Gartley's  Farm  and       ^^^^^f  ^  The  certified  stock  is 

Farm,  taking  notes  and  roguing  out  f/^^^^^nt  of  mixture  In  some  lots  and 

for  the  most  part  very  poor|  there  is  a  large  ™t  of  ^^f^l^^^^^^  two  of 

.  mci^  or  less  disease    n  "^^^^obbferrwere  Taved  f  or  seed  stock.      On  Aroostook 
Rumls  and  three  strains     .^^^^^^^^/^argr amount  of  mosai'c  and  Leaf  Holl» 
Farm  many  varieties  and  seedlings  had  a  larg.  amount  Lombard). 
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Presque  Isle«  Me  >  Aue;u3t  7.  1918,         •  ■ 

Wednesday  forenoon,  July  31,  was  spent  in  conference  with  Dr.  Morse  and 
Director  V/oods  at  the  Maine  Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Me.  and  in  the  afternoon 
I  left  for  Presque  Isle,  Me» 

A-.v/eek  spent  in  this  section  has  enabled  me  to  form  a  very  fair  estimate  of 
»     the  condition  of  and  prospects  for,  a  potato  crop  in  this  famous  potato  county* 
»     All  gro'.vers  to  whom  I  have  spoken  are  optimistic  over  the  outlook  for  a  good 

■^rop^  but  to  the  writer  the  plants  as  a  whole  in  the  fields  that  have  come  under 
his  observation  do  net  seem  to  be  as  large  as  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year 
and  it  does  not  appear,  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  Cobblers,  at  least,  as  if  much 
mnre  growth  would  be  made.      The  tuber-set  is,  however,  very  good  arii  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  harvest  will  be  satisfactory*      In  the  case  of 
the  Creen  Mountains  it  is  yet  too  early  to  feel  certain  of  a  good  crop  as  they  are 
net  so  far  advanced  ard  more  late  blight  is  prevalent  in  the  fields  than  in  the 
'Jcbblers»      Reasoriably  good  spraying  with  the  Bordeaux  mixture  is  holding  the 
a'.ight  in  check  and  with  favorable  weather  from  now  until  harvesting  little  loss 
may  be  expected  from  this  fungous  pest  of  the  potato* 

Our  experimental  work  on  the  Aroostook  Farm  is  looking  good  and  I  am  very 
jauch  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  seedling  plot.      The  1917  seedlings  are  as 
a  y/hole  a  very  promising  lot. 

Mr,  Turner  is  having  excellent  success  in  testing  the  viability  of  pollen  from 
the  various  varietal  potato  groups  in  our  collection.      He  is  also  studying  the 
--elative  viability  of  pollen  of  seedlings  of  various  ages  from  1910  to  1917  in- 
clusive* 

Excellent  germination  of  pollen  grains  has  been  noted  in  two  hours  from  time 
of  making  mounts. 

I  expect  to  leave  here  Thursday  noon  for  points  in  the  Provinces  of  New 
Brunswick  and  Quebec  in  search  of  disease  free  Green  Mountain  seed  stock,      I  hope 
itobe  back  in  Washington  by  the  13th» 

(VvM,  Stuart.) 


Washington  Notes,  For  the  v;eek  ending  August  10.  1918. 

« 

Little  of  importance  has  occurred  here  during  the  past  week,      Washington  haa 
'Deen  in  the  grip  of  the  hottest  August  weather  it  has  experienced  in  47  years, 
accompanied  by  excessively  high  humidity;. 

I  have  worked  up  the  1918  Norfolk  data,  including  the  whole  and  cut  seed  and 
the  greened  and  ungreened  seed  and  Miss  V/imuer  has  checked  the  results*      At  the 
■  une  harvest  the  greened  seed  gave  208,74  bushels  per  acre  total  yield,  of  which 
157 ..44  bushels  were  primes  and  intermediates.-  i^e^j  vreigMed  over  P,  ozs.      The  not 
c-reened  seed  yielded  201.45  bushels  with  155 c45  bushels  of  primes  and  intermed- 
iates*     At  the  main  July  harvest,  hov/ever,  even  this  slight  advantage  in  favor 
if  greening  was  lost.      The  greened  seed  yielded  274  »47  busnelj  por  acre 5  including 
2S2»65  bushels  of  primes  and  intermediates,  whereas  the  not  greened  seed  gave  a 
total  yield  of  290,67  "bushels,  of  v;*iich  257,44  bushels  were  primes  and  intermediate 
6S»      These  figures  include  2  and  3-  02»  whole  and  halved  seed,  anl  the  res^jlts 
corroborate  the  figures  obtained  in  last  season's  work. 

Among  the  visitors  at  the  office  during  the  past  week  was  Mr,  J,  T;,  Rosa,  Jr., 
formerly  of  Va,  Truck  Exp.  Station,  and  now  at  the  University  of  Missouri. 

The  organization  of  the  potato  seed  inspecxion  prcject  is  being  perfected  and 
cooperative  arrar^ements •  wi th  the  various  states  -.vill  be  completed  and  the  work 
officially  under  way  within  a  few  days.      Mr-  Milv;r.rd  ha^  finished  his  survey  trip 
through  the  North-West  and  is  now  back  in  Wisco-sint 

.         .  \Margaret  Oonnor|» 
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Field  Notes,   August  5«  1918,« 

]fia.rD.y  reports  from  the  West  have  indicated  a  reduced  acreage.      Dry  weather 
imcediaiiiely  following  p'.antin^  has  had  an  effect  in  reducing  the  stand*  Reports 
have  r.lso  s"'-ated  that  seed  stock  was  u;iusually  damaged  by  faulty  storage  con- 
ditioi.so      Iiore  favorable  v;eather  at  mid-season  v;ill  probably  tend  to  lessen  the 

Eanage  in  some  parts  of  -'ihe  Ui'est, 

1  visited  sections  in  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Utah,  Idaho  and  Oregont      In  ^neral 
the  ;rop  conditions  as  far  as  potatoes  are  concorned  are  from  fair  to  good*      The  . 
cjming  of  betcer  weather  hes  created  a  more  optimistic  feeling  in  the  distinctly 
Wvj£tc-r:i  states  and  the  crop  will  pr^'bably  be  muoh  larger  than  p-^d^cted  early  in 
the  season.      State  leaders  and  organizations  are  doin;^  soma  very  good  work  in  the 
iv'istern  states*      I  found  that  althougii  varieties  are  prohably  not  as  badly  mixed 

as  in  the  Central  West,  there  is  still  plenty  of  'Jork  tc  do  in  the  far  Western 
states  on  variety  standardization*      In  all  states  visited,  I  found  some  very  inter- 
estiiig  cases  involving  seed  selecti'^n  in  the  field.      In  cno  section  apparently  the 
Graeu  Mounts- in  or*  a  similar  type  was  found  in  Pearl  fieldst      In  another  state 
practic5i.lly  tiie  same  type  Vi'as  found  under  the  name  of  ''Eureka" » 

The  io-called  "Idaho  Rural''  seems  to  be  comparatively  pure  but  I  was-  surprised 
bo  find  this  variety  very  simil?.r  to  the  Green  llount air  as  raised  in  the  Central 
West>     Tne  adoption  of  the  name  "Rural"  on  a  variety  having  light  green  leavesi 
u^reen  stems, and vhite  flov/ers  is  at  first  quite  puzzling  to  the  Easterner* 

I  also  found  a  very  interesting  variety  situation  in  0-^egon«      A  variety  is 
gradually  becoming  v/ell  established  there  under  the  n?-me  of  "White  Rose".      It  has 
overy  appearj.nce  of  being  a  very  good  variety  and  is  giving  the  grov/ers  satis- 
l'ac-t5o.i«      Tiie  leaf,  stem,  and  flower  slightly  i-esemble  the  Irish  Cobbler  but  the 
tub£ir  iS  a  distinct  type*    The  variety  finds  a  ready  market  in  California*  Afl 
atterrpx  will  be  made  tc  trace  this  variety  back  to  the  source.      The  name  "White 
nose''  is  a  very  poor  selection  for  a  v/hite  variety,  round,  and  distinct  from  any 
known  "Rose"  type,  •  . 

Rnizoctonia  development  and  control  seems  to  be  a  common  problem  from  one  end 
of  the  Country  to  the,  other^      Control  exper-'ments  are  under  way  in  most  states 
and  the  work  to  date  sho^;vs  that  progressive  grc7;ers  are  using  the  corrosive  sub- 
limate treatment  with  sati siacxion.      Relative  to  applied  control  measures,  this 
treatment  probably  outranks  all  others  in  importance  to  the  grower  at  the  present 
time* 

The  stem  wilt  troubles  seem  to  cause  no  re  confusion  as  in  the  past.  Quest- 
Ions  are  very  often  raised  as  to  whether  "Fusarium"  or  Black  leg"  is  the  chief 
o-f fender  under  certain  diseased  conditions,  in  the  field-.      Some  very  valuable  ad- 
':.tional  reports  may  be  e;:p3rted  from  work  under  v/ay  in  the  Countryc 

At  no  time  have  i"  heard  so  much  cou^sm:  on  tlie  need  65  good  storage  for  seed 

-  tock  as' this  year*      Gr'^v^ers  are  c-iming  to  understand  that  a  large  amount  of  popr 

-  iands  are  ths  result  of  daneged  ^ee  1  j  i  storage »      it  apparently  seems  folly  to 
subject  good  seed  stock  to  r'D.u  ixuating  temperatures  and  to  general  conditions 
ivhich  may  prevail  In  comiuerc^ial  3",orr-^e  >      >t  also  I?  pf^cr  practice  to  make  the  • 
final  selection  of  seed  for  planting  from  stock  which  just  happens  to  be  left  over 
in  the  Spring*    This  is  U  known  pract-'. C3  and  its  results  are  very  apparent  in  sons 

sections*  .         j  xu    j  n 

i  have  seen  some  very  interesting  cases  of  tuber  unit  selection  and  the  devel- 
opment of  strong  and  weak  strains  from  suoh  unitsc    Quite  complex  problems  are  arie*- 
ing  and  this  work  will  receive  close  attention  duiing  the  next  few  years* 

{j*  G;  Miluard^) 
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Greeley^  Cdlo 


For  the  week  ending  August  10,  1918 > 


Three  showers  last  week  and  moderately  cool  weather  have  made  conditions 
ideal  for  the  growth  of  potatoes.      The  wet  weather,  houever,  has  caused  some 
damage  to  grain  and  to  hay  which  has  not  been  stacked,  also  made  conditions 
favorable  for  the  development  of  bean  diseases  v^^hich  at  present  threaten  to 
greatly  reduce  the  yield  in  this  vicinity. 

At  the  station  the  second  cutting  of  hay  has  been  stacked  and  the  oats  have 
been  cut* 

(Chas.  F,  Clark), 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  week  ending  Au^st  10.  1918. 

The  North  Side  Tract  is  a  busy  section  ncv/j  the  farmers  are  harvesting, 
threshing  and  putting  up  the  second  cutting  of  hay«      The  labor  shortage  is  com- 
pelling the  farmers  to  exchange  work  and  help  each  other  out  as  much  as  possible. 

"The  best  yield  of  wheat  threshed  in  this  vicinity  was  51  bushels  per  acre. 
Mr,  Wagner  says  that  the  wheat  is  of  much  better  quality  than  last  year.  The 
best  yield  for  the  Overbrook  Farm  was  47-g-  bus  per  acre* 

W  have  made  our  second  cutting  of  hay.     Expect  to  thresh  the  oats  some- 
time tomorrow. 

The  weather  is  very  warm  during  the  day  vi th  exceptionally  cold  nights;  in 
fact»  the  weather  appears  more  like  September  weaths  r  than  that  of  August, 

(Geo»  W.  D^wey). 

PresQue  Isle.  Me.  For  the  v/eek  ending  August  10.  1918. 

The  work  has  progressed  very  sat iif aotory  to  date-      Vfe  were  out  Friday  lo- 
cating desirable  Triumph  stockt      Thres  hui..dred  plants  were  staked  on  Dr.  Boone's 
lot  M\hich  we  looked  at  the  first  Sunday^      The  5P.me  number  of  plants  were  staked 
on  Mrt  Giberson's  farm.      In  the  after -.loon  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hayford  we  mad©  a 
trip  through  Mars  Hill  and  Easton.      Several  plats  were  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Mars  Hill,  but  upon  inquiry  1  found  t'ut  -chey  were  all  from  the  same  source, 
and  upQn  examination  I  found  them  to  aii  inferior  stock  with  mixture  which 

for  the  most  part  was  Peach  Blow  and.  Dako^.a  Red., 

Two  more  fields  were  located  v;hicli  axipeared  to  be  of  desirable  stock.    One  was 
on  John  Hayden*s  farm  sind  another  on  i)an  Jilmn's*      I  am  trying  to  secure  one  or 
two  more  lots  of  Bliss  and  if  possible,  se\7eral  strands  of  Green  Mountains. 

Ar.lis^'  is  being  prepared  of  excessions,  which  I  wish  the  source  of  and  any 
other  in^rmation  which  you  have» 

"  (p.  M.  Lombard). 

Canadian  Travel  Notes.  August  1^^  1918. 

On  August  8  the  writer  left  Presque  Isle,  Me.  for  Aroostook  Junction,  N.B., 
where  he  was  joined  by  Mr»  G,        Cunriiigjiam,  one  of  tlie  Dominion  pathologists 
with  headquarters  at  Fredericton,  N  B,      yron  this  point  we  proceeded  to  Riviere 
du  Loupf  situated  in  the  aouthv*'0'st  corner  of  Temiscouata  Counj<y,  where  we  were 
met  by  Messrs.  De  Grace  and  Patterson,  two  If-minion  inspectors  who  were  making  a 
disease  survey  of  the  potato  fields  in  tte  Riviere  du.  Loup  district. 

Friday  forenoon  was  spont   in  eAamini/ig  p'^t^'+o  f-K^ndiS  to  the  south-west  of  the 
town.      The  object  of  our  quest  being  --o  lo'.^aie  a  uisao-se  free  strain  of  Green 
Mountain  potatoes,  «  although  sruie  5C  miles  m^.cs  cj'^vared  during  the  forenoon  and 
30  miles  north  of  town  in  the  a.fternconj  net  a  a:Ln?^c  field  we^s  found  in  which 
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there  was  not  a  considerable  number  of  mosaic- infected  plants*  In  the  whole  area 
covered,  there  is  not  a  single  English  faiTier* 

On  Friday  evening  LIr.  Cunningham  and  myself  went  to  Rimouski,  wtere  we  were 
met  by  Mr.  Wilfrid  Delaney,  Agricultural  Demonstration  Agent  of  Rimouski  County. 

Accompanied  t?y  Mr.  Delaney  we  spent  Saturday  to  the  northeast  of  the  tomn, 
potato  fields  being  examined  as  far  as  St»  Luce.      In  this  territory*  we  found  one 
field  of  Carman  No.  1  potatoes  that  were  almost  entirely  free  from  mosaic  and 
leaf  roll.      The  plants  were  large  and  thrifty  looking  and  altogether  were  a  most 
promising  lot.    Arrangerrents  have  been  made  to  secure  a  quantity  of  seed  potatoes 
from  this  field  when  they  are  harvested* 

On  the  whole,  the  potato  crop  in  the  Rimouski  district  is  much  superior  to 
that  in  the  vicinity  of  Riviere  du  Loup. 

I  was  interested  to  find  that  many  of  tie   gror/ers  in  "Rimouski  County  Practis- 
ed rather  close  planting.      Im  many  instances  the  rows  were  two  feet  or  less  apart 
and  the  plants  from  10  to  14  inches  apart  in  the  rov/.      Another  very  interesting 
feature  of  potato  culture  in  this  section  as  well  as  at  Riviere  du  Loup  was  that 
of  the  use  of  fish  as  a  fertilizer  for  the  crop  by  those  situated  near  enough  to 
the  St.  Lawrence  River  to  make  the  hauling  of  the  fish  a  profitable  undertaking, 
Large  quantities  of  herring  are  caught  by  means  of  v;eirs  in  the  spring  of  the 
year,  and  spread  broadcast  on  the  land  before  plowing  it. 

The  variety  of  potato  most  generally  grown  in  this  section  is  that  of  the 
*'Green  Mountain"*      In  very  few  instances,  however,  v/ere  fields  observed  that  were 
free  from  varietal  mixtures*      In  most  cases  I  was  unable  to  identify  these  mix- 
tures.     Apparently  they  were  varieties  that  are  more  or  less  local  in  their  dis- 
tribution* 

We  left  Rimouski  for  Qiiebec  City  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon,  arriving 
at  our  destination  about  llJlS  p»m. 

Monday  morning  was  spent  at  the  Dominion  Experimental  Farm  at  Cap  Rouge, 
where  some  interesting  exje  riments  on  potatoes  are  being  carried  on.    The  Experi- 
mental Farm  buildings  are  located  on  a  high  bluff  overlooking  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  and  command  an  excellent  view  in  both  directions.     The  farm  contains  360 
acres.    The  superintendent,  Mr.  G,  A.  Lauglier  was  absent  at  the  time  of  our  visit. 
Our  return  trip  was  made  in  time  to  permit  the  witer  to  leave  Quebec  at  1:00  p.m. 
for  Montreal' and  Washington,  which  destination  was  reached  the  following  day  at 

3:00  p»m.  .  . 

■  •     (Wm.  Stuart). 

Supplementing  PresQue  Isle  Notes.  August  16,  1918 j. 

TV©  writer  left  ^shington,  D.C»  July  29  for  Presque  Isle,  Me.  and  returned 
to  Washington  August  14.      Most  of  t?B   time  spent  in  Maine  was  devoted  to  assist- 
ing Mr.  Lombard  with  the  station  wk.      The  varietal  collection,  seed  plats  and 
*  seedlings  were  inspected  and  the  mixtures  and  diseased  plants  were  rogued  out. 
Some  time  was  also  spent  in  making  descriptions  of  the  seedlings,  doing  potato 
breeding  and  studying  the  varietal  collection. 

A^vnumber  of  fields  of  Triumph  were  visited  and  some  promising  strains  or 
that  variety  were  selected  for  next  year's  seed  stock.    The  most  desirable  plant-s 
in  thsse  fields  were  staked  in  order  that  they  may  bo  dug  separately  at  harvest 
time  $ 

*Much  anxiety  is  felt  by  some  of  tte  potato  growers  of  Aroostook  County  over 
the  appearance  of  the  aphids  in  their  fields  and  many  are  preparing  to  spray  at 

one©  lor  this  pest*  _  .  ^\ 

*  ^  (Vif^  C,  EdmundsonJ. 
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For  the  week  ending  August  17,  1918t 


There  has  been  no  material  ohaii^  in  crop  conditions  since  the  report  of  last 
week*      The  weather  has  been  moderately  c  col  v/ith  little  rain.      Potaioes  are 
growing  nicely  with  but  little  indication  of  disease*      A  few  shipments  of  early 
^     poiTatoes  have  been  reported  from  this  district. 

(Chas.F, Clark)* 

■Teromet  Idaho*  For  the  week  ending  August  17.  1918« 

Randolph  received  notice  Saturday  night  to  report  for  military  training  at  Mos- 
cow on  the  14th*      Have  been  here  alone  this  week,  except  for  a  fourteen  year  old 
boy  from  town.      There  are  no  available  men  at  present*     Much  of  the  help  consists 
of  boys  and  old  men  and  all  farmers  are  working  short  handed*     The  hay  is  about 
half  in  the  stack  and  the  oats  are  threshed*      Yield  was  cut  down  to  45  bushels 
per  acre  on  account  of  the  birds  and  grasshoppers*      Grasshoppers  are  a  real  menace 
this  year  and  have  done  a  great  deal  of  damage  throughout  the  ent  ire  tract* 

One  field  of  26  acres  of  wheat  near  the  Station  yielded  65  bushels  per  acre. 
This  is  far  above  the  average  which  will  probably  be  between  25  and  30  bushels  per 
acre» 

I  hear  that  a  buyer  has  beei:>  here  contracting  potatoes  at  §2,00  per  hundred* 
Believe  this  cannot  be  very  extensive  as  many  growers  are  anxious  to  contract  at 
this  price  and  cannot  locate  the  man* 

(Geo#  W,  Dewey)* 


Presque  Isle.  Me^  Ton  the  week  ending  August  17,  X918» 

I  find  the  behavior  ot  the  anthers  and  pollen  in  Rural  N»Y,  ^2  very  interesting 
\n  my  present  observations*      During  the  week  you  were  here,  t  could  find  nothing 
but  dwarfed,  lemon  yellow  anthers  whichj  1  concluded  after  examining  hundreds,  did 
not  open*      At  present,  the  same  plants  {rows)  are  producing  nothing  but  normal 
anthers,  *  normal  in  color,  in  size  and  openings*      I  am  finding  considerable 
pollen  in  these,  much  of  it  germinating  beautifully.      1  regret  very  much  to  have 
missed  tlf^e  beginning  of  blossoming  in  this  and  other  varieties* 

Plants  of  Early  Rose  which  gave  a  small  amount  of  aborted  pollen  during  my 
first  week  here,  are  now  gi^^ing  large  amount  showing  from  30  to  40/^  viability 
according  to  my  las-t  test* 

I  am  working  on  some  invest igat ions ^  to^j  of  the  pollen  from  plants  growing  on 
the  Maine  nutrition  experiment  plots* 

(Thomas  Turner)* 

Travel  Notes.  August  21*  3.918 1 

lieft  Washington  Saturday  evening  On  a  trip  through  the  Middle  West  and  Western 
'  I  states  to  inspect  experimental  work  at  RhirKlander,  Wis*,  Grand  Rapids  ^  Mimu, 
-»      Greeley,  Colo*  and  Jerome,  IdahO|  and  to  Visit  soch  o^ther  sections  as  offer  possi- 
bilities for  seed  potato  production.      On  arrival  at  Chicago  f  was  met  by  Mr»  L»D. 
Sweet  and  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Hogle*  (Mr.  Hogle  is  a  manufacturer  o€  dried  vegetable  pre 
ducts  including  dried  sliced  potatoes)*    The  less  tha»  two  hours  between  trains 
*      at  this  point  was  spent  in  conference  in  Mr*  Hpgle*s  ofii'oe  o;i  matters  relating 
to  the  potato  industry. 


p.  f. 


-2- 

"* 

Monday  forenoon  was  devoted  to  rogi'.eing  out  diseased  and  weak  plants  in  our 
seed  potato  plot  at  Rhinelander,      I  v/as  given  valuable  assistance  in  this  v/ork 
,       by  Dr«  H,  A»  Edson«      Tuesday  forenoon  was  sper^,  at  University  Farm^  St.  Paul 
^       in  looking  over  the  horticultural .and  pathological  experimental  work  on  potatoes. 
Some  very  interesting  studies  on  influence  of  environment  as  related  to  deterior- 
ation of  the  vigor  of  seed  stock  are  being  carried  on  at  the  University  Farm. 
The  results  thus  far  secured  show  very  clearly  that  climatic  and  soil  conditions 
are  very  important  factors,  and  that  under  the  conditions  obtaining  at  University 
Farm  the  vigor  of  the  seed  stock  cannot  be  maintained  under  the  ordinary  methods 
o.*'  tillage. 

I'n  company  with  Dr.  Edson,  and  Messrs.  Tolaas  and  Bisby  of  the  University,  I 
left  Stfl  Paul  for  Grand  Rapids,  Minn,  at  2:30  p.m.  and  reached  cur  destination 
at  12:15  a«m.      We  expect  to  rogue  our  seed  potato  plot  at  the  Experiment  Farm 
this  forenoon, 

(Wta.  Stuart). 


Arlington.  Va.  For  the  week  ending  August  24.  1918. 

Potatoes  grown  in  a  pen  at  Arlington  Farm  were  harvested  this  week.  Tv/enty- 
nine  pounds  of  tubers  v/ere  secured  which  is  about  the  same  quantity  as  was  used 
for  seedi      The  crop  grovm  from  cone  shaped  single  eye  cuttir^s,  potato  peelings, 
and  plants  from  bedded  tubers  was  also  harvested. 

This  has  been  a  poor  season  for  potatoes  in  this  section  and  the  yield  from 
all  lots  was  small.      The  greatest  yield  of  primes  v/as  secured  from  the  plants 
grov;n  from  bedded  tubers,  although  the  total  yield  was  greater  from  the  check 
plots* 

(W,  C,  Edmunds on). 

Washington.  D.C;  For  the  week  ending  August  24.  1918. 

I  borrov;ed  my  kitchen  laboratory  for  one  day  this  week  from  the  ViJar  Relief 
Assn»  of  ty^  Departmert,  to  whom  it  has  been  loaned  during  August  and  September. 
It  seemed  quite  natural  to  be  makir^  potato  chips  once  more.      I  used  some  Irish 
Cobblers  left  over  from  1917,  and  some  from  this  year's  Norfolk  crop.      The  old 
potatoes  h%d  sprouted  considerably  since  their  removal  from  cold  storage  t>ut  were 
still  quite  firm  and  made  a  good  chip,  although  not  as  crisp  and  delicate  as  they 
would  have  been  earlier  in  the  season  when  the  starch  content  was  higher. 
chose  large,  mature  specimens  of  the  Norfolk  crop,  ani  they  made  excellent  chips, 
cooking  and  coloring  more  evenly  than  the  old  potatoes.      Immature  or  "new*' 
potatoes  harvested  while  the  starch  content  is  low  do  not  make  as  satisfactory 
chips  as  those  left  in  the  ground  until  mature, 

(Margaret  Connor) 
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Greeley t  Colo»  For  the  v/eek  ending:  August  24 «  1918. 

Vfeather  conditions  continue  to  be  favorable.      i\/ifew  shipments  of  early  pota* 
toes  are  being  made  from  this  district,  chiefly  of  the  Early  ^hio  and  Charles 
Downing  varieties.     The  price  paid  to  the  grower  is  about  $2.00  per  hundred  for 
the  former  variety  and  $2%20  to  $2.30  for  the  latter. 

At  the  station  the  oats  have  been  threshed.      The  yield  was  76,5  bushels  per 

'  acre* 

•  '  (Chas •F.Clark) 

*  jQ^Qg^e*  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  August  24.  3,918. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  unusually  cold  for  this  time  of  the 
year.      Several  nights  the  temperature  was  but  little  above  freezing. 

Have  finished  putting  up  the  second  cutting  of  hay  and  started  rogueing  pota- 
toes. 

(Qr0-  W.  Dewey)* 

Presque  Isle.  Me*   >  For  the  week  ending  August  17^  1918, 

With  the  exception  of  a  very  light  rain  Tuesday  the  weather  for  the  past  week 
has  been  very  dry.      The  work  on  Aroostook  Farm  has  been  interrupted  by  a  large 
number  of  visitors^^      Considerable  roguing  has  been  done  and  descriptive  notes  have 
been  taken,      Mr*  Edmundson  left  Presque  Isle  for  Wa3hingt.on,D;C.  Tuesday ,AUg, 13 » 

Dr.  Sdhreiner  of  Washington,  Dr.  Lipman  of  the  New  Jersey  Station^  and  Mr, 
McCampbell  of  New  Jersey  arrived  Tuesday  night  (Aug,  13)  tt)  get  a  general  idea  of 
ther  potato  situation.      These  three  men  accompanied  by  Mr,  Bro^vn  of  Soil  Fertility^ 
Messrs,  Shultz  and  Fulsom,  Pathologists,  Mr,  Smith  of  Dr.  Wallace's  office,  Mr. 
Seribner,  County  agent»  and  the  writer  inspected  the  potatoes  on  Aroostook  Farm  in 
the  morning.      About  9  A..M.  the  party  proceeded  in  two  cars  to  Caribou,  Limestone 
and  Fort  Fairfield,  inspecting  fields  for  potash  hunger,  aphids  and  diseases. 
Many  fields  that  had  received  no  potash  v/ere  in  bad  condition.      All  fields  had 
aphids,  some  more  than  others*      Mosaic  and  Leaf  Roll  were  very  much  in  evidence 
in  some  fields.      The  drouth  is  beginning  to  be  felt  quite  seriously  and  unless 
rain  comes  soon  the  late  varieties  will  be  cut  very  materialy  in  yield, 

(  P. M#  Lombard). 

Travel  Notes.  August  26 ^  1918. 

Wednesday  forenoon,  August  20  was  spent  at  Grand  Rapids,  Minn,  where  with  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  Elson  and  Messrs,  Tolaas  and  Bisby  of  the  University  Farm  and 
County  Agent  Jewell  our  varietal  strains  of  Irish  Cobblers,  Triumphs^  Early  Ohios, 
Green  Mountains,  and  Rurals  were  carefully  rogued.     The  varieties  as  a  whole  have 
made  a  much  better  growth  at  Grand  Rapids  than  at  Rhinelander  and  the  prospects 
,     are  good  for  securing  some  desirable  seed  stock  for  propagation  next  year* 
^  An  interesting  feature  connected  with  the  potato  experiments  at  this  point  is 

that  of  a  distinct  evidence  of  potash  hunger  on  certain  portions  of  the  plot  where 
4^   lighter  soils  occur.      The  characteristic  appearance  of  the  foliage  and  the  plants 
was  so  mafked  as  to  permit  of  no  mistake  in  our  diagnosis* 

At  1:05  p*m«  Dr,  Edson,  Mr*  Bisby  and  t\B  writer  left  for  Crookstonj'  Minn., 
where  on  the  follov/ing  forenoon  we  were  taken  out  to  the  Northwestern  Experimental 
Farm  by  Prof*  McCall,  who  has  charge  of  the  horticultural  work  on  the  Farm  as  well 
as  ths  instructional  work  along  that  liw  in  the  Agricultural  School  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  Farm*  The  school  has  an  average  attendance  of  about  200  students 
of  which  Bcm  30  to  35  are  young  ladies*  A  three  years'  course  in  agriculture  is 
given  at  this  institution. 

On  arrival  at  the  Farm  we  were  at  once  given  an  opportunity  to  see  the  several 
potato  plots  where  various  investigations  are  under  way.    Among  those  that  inter- 


.eeted  me  most  were  the  whole  and  cut  seed:  rate  of  seeding;  and  selection  plots, 
others  of  more  local  importance  such  as  rotation  plots  and  fertilizer  plots  were 
or-  lesser  interest  because  of  their  more  localized  bearing.      The  afternoon  was 
spent  v;ith  County  Agent  Van  Scoik  in  visiting  potato  fields  within  a  radius  of  ten 
miles  of  town.      As  a  whole  the  potato  fields  in  the  section  visited  were  not  very 
promising*      For  the  most  part  the  stand  was  poor,  usually  from  40  to  60  per  cent, 
with  the  better  fields  running  as  high  as  80  per  cent  or  more»      Quite  a  large 
■'Vjunher  of  the  potato  plants  in  the  vicinity  of  Crookston  are  infected  with  fusarium 
and  blackleg  •  probably  an  average  of  10  per  cent.      The  Early  Ohio  is  the  leading 
oommercial  variety. 

¥^  left  Crookston  for  Moorhead,  Minn*  at  6:2^  p»m«  arriving  at  our  destination 
at  9:30  p%m#      Friday  forenoon  was  spent  in  company  with  County  Agent  O'Banion  and 
Prof  0  H,  L,  Bolley  of  the  North  Dakota  Fxperiment  Station  in  looking  over  commercial 
potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Dilworth  and  Glyndon.      Some  very  good  and  very 
poor  fields  of  early  Ohio  potatoes , were  noted  and  scvcb  extra  thrifty  fields  of 
Green  Mountains,      In  each  case  vjhere  good  stands  ard  fairly  large  and  thrifty 
plants  were  noted»  it  was  invariably  upon  farms  on  which  a  goodly  number  of  stock 
is  being  kept  and  where  a  definite  system  of  crop  rotation  is  practised*      In  most 
of  the  fields  examined  we  found  quite  a  goodly  percentage  of  fusarium  infected 
plants  a      This  was  more  particularly  true  of  the  fields  in  which  poor  stands  and 
weak  vines  predominated*      For  the  most  part;  throughout  most  of  the  JHnnesota 
potato  area  visitedi  the  foliage  of  the  earlier  maturing  varieties  such  as  Irish 
Cobbler,  Triumph  and  Edrly  Ohio  have  suffered  ratlB  r  severely  from  tip  burn  or  sun 
scald.      In  general^  the  Minnesota  potato  crop  may  be  regarded  at  the  present  time 
as  somewhat  above  the  average* 

We  returned  to         Paul  Friday  night*      Saturday  forenoon  was  spent  in  reading 
our' "accumulated  mail^-conf erring  with  Dr»  Horton  of  Chicago  on  potato  matters. 
On  invitation  of  Mr«  Douthitt  of  Clinton,  Iowa,  Br.  Edson  and  the  writer  attended 
a  luncheon  at  the  Minnesota  Athletic  Club,  wl-5  re  we  found  some  33  other  guests 
assembled  for  the  same  occasion.      Among  these  were  the' leading  potato  shippers  of 
the  tv/in  cities,  a  few  bankers,  and  Mr,  Sv/eet  and  Major  Prsscott  of  the  Bureau  of 
Chemistry  and  R«  L»  Pitcher  of  Ocnbou,  Me,      The  post  prandial  exercises  consisted 
in  brief  addresses  by  Mr»  Sweet j  Major  Prescott,  Dr.  Edson,  Mr,  Pitcher,  and  a 
member  of  the  Slippers'  Association,  togetter  with  a  few  remarks  by  the  writer.  The 
occasion  afforded  both  Dr.  Edson  and  myself  an  opportunity  to  meet  some  of  the  large 
seed  potato  handlers  of  this  section.      The  balance  of  the  day  was  spent  in  con- 
ferences with  Mr-^  Douthitt  and  some  of  his  employes  and  later  on  a  further  confer- 
ence with  Dr»  Horton* 

We  left  Omaha  Saturday  evening  and  reached  Greeley  Monday  morning. 

(Vftn.  Stuart). 

Washington*  P.O.  For  the  v;eek  ending  August  31tX918» 

This  week  has  been  sp^nt  in  computing  the  yield  of  the  various  lots  of  potatoes 
that  were  grown  at  the  farm  this  year  and  checking  the  data  compiled  from  previous 
year*s  work  at  Diamond  Springs,  Va, 

It  is  found  upcn  examination  of  the  potatoes  grown  at  Arlington  Farm  this  year 
and  in  other  nearby  localities  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  tubers  show  consider- 
able net  necrosis  and  this  condition  seems  to  be  quite  general  in  this  section 
this  year. 

{W«  C.  STdmundson). 


ic 


I 


!'j'''-3>:^hington,  piC,  For  the  week  ending  August  31,1918* 

'        ?ir«  Etimuriscn  and  I  are  expecting  to  leave  ¥/ashing^on  on  September  2  for 
S\Vannanoa,  N.Ca  bo  harvest  the  collection  of  Couth  iVmer  ic  an  varieties  ♦      We  had 
expected  to  start  on  Sunday,  but  it  v/ag  thought  best  tc  defer  the  trip  a  day  in 
order  not  to  conflict  with  the  annual  Farner^s  institute  meetings  at  tte  Etationi 
Mr*  Turner  reported  at  the  office  on  Monday,      He  is  finishing  his  \vork  and 

•  notes  at  Howard  University* 

(Margaret  Connor)  ^ 
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Greeley «  Colot 


For  the  week  ending  August  31*  1918* 


The  shipping  of  early  potatoes  from  this  district  is  just  now  nearly  at  a 
stand  still  because  so  few  of  the  intended  shipixienbs  v/ill  neet  the  strict  grading 
*     requirements*      It  is  reported,  however,  that  permission  has  been  granted  to  ship 
under  grade  lots  to  points  within  the  state.      A/imeeting  of  the  potato  groMrers  of 
this  district  v;as  held  today  to  discuss  the  situation* 

Prof*  Stuart,  Br*  Edson  and  Dr»  Link  rec'-^nfcly  visited  the  station* 
I  expect  to  be  away  from  the  station  during  the  greater  part  of  the  coming  week 
f      visiting  the  potato  producing  sections  of  the  San  Luis  Valley* 

(Chas*  F,  Clark)* 


Jerome y  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  August  31«  1918« 

Potato  buyers  have  been  contracting  potatoes  at  |l*65  and  ^lt75  per  cwt.  this  1 
last  week.    This  is  not  for  Fall  delivery. 

The  weather  has  been  moderately  warm  for  the  past  v/eek  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  immediate  danger  of  frost. 

I  am  getting  bids  on  heating  plants  J  believe  that  it  will  be  possible  to  have 
the  system  installed  as  soon  as  the  award  is  made.      The  companies  placing  the  bids 
have  the  furnaces  on  hand  and  so  will  not  be  obliged  to  await  shipment, 

Randolph's  place  has  not  been  filled  as  yet  and  I  do  not  have  any  men  in  view 
for  this  position. 

(Cfeo.  V/,  Dewey). 

Presque  Isle.  Me.  For  the  week  ending  August  24.  1918. 

Prof.  T.  C.  Johnson^  Director  of  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  ani 
Mr.  Cbok  of  Portsmouth,  Va.  were  visitors  for  most  of  this  week.      A/. pretty  thorough 
canvas  of  the  County  was  made  by  auto,  inspecting  potato  fields^      Several  good 
fields  of  Irish  Cobbler  were  found  from  viiiich  seed  v/ill  bo  purchased  by  the 
Southern  Produce  Exchange,  whose  interest  Prof.  Johnson  represented. 

On  Wednesday  the  writer,  accompanied  by  Prof.  Johnson  and  lir.  Cbok  went  on  an 
auto  trip  through  Ashland,  Fort  Kent,  Van  Buren  and  Caribou.      Potato  fields  in 
and  around  Ashland  were  badly  frosted.  fields  of  any  size  were  seen  in  either 

Fort  Kent  or  Van  Buren.      The  best  potato  fields  are  found  in  Caribou,  Limestone, 
Fort  Fairfield,  Presque  Isle,  Easton,  Mars  Hill  and  Koulton, 

X  harvested  another  row  of  Cdbblers  for  the  maturity  experiment  on  Saturday, 
Sprayed  the  Unsprayed  Block  with  soap  and  Black  Leaf  #40. 

For  the  week  endirg  August  31,  1918. 

The  weather  has  been  very  dry,  the  days  warm  and  nights  cold.      A- frost  Wed- 
nesday night  froze  the  tops  of  the  potato  plants  in  fields  not  vrell  air  drained* 
About  all  of  our  seedlings  west  of  the  variety  collection  were  nipped.      Vfe  have 
been  only  fairly  successful  in  controlling  the  aphids,  using  Black  Leaf  #40  at 
the  rate  of  2  lbs.  to  100  gallons.      Five  pounds  of  soap  and  2  lbs.  of  Black 
Leaf  #40  to  100  gals,  of  water  gave  excellent  results  on  the  unsprayed  block. 

^We  have  put  dry  sawdust  under  the  eaves  in  the  potato  house,  and  have  nearly 
finished  painting.      Some  harvesting  has  been  done  in  our  plats,  the  Cobbler 
fillers  and  greening  experiment.      Mr.  B.  E.  Brom  has  harvested  the  Cobbler  Ex- 
periment in  the  Fertilizer  plats  on  Mr.  Gartley's  Farm  and  on  the  Aroostook  farm. 


r 


A/.small  collection  of  potato  varieties  from  our  collection  is  on  exhibition 
in  the  Aroostook  Fam  booth  at  the  Northern  Maine  Fair  which  is  being  held  this 
week  in  Presque  Isle^ 

Dr»  Wortley  was  in  Pr^fque  Isle  xor  a  few  days  this  week  in  search  of  good 
Triuaph  seed  stocko 

(P,  M,  Lcnbard) . 

Sfept*     6,  1918 o 

Washington  Notes*  For  the  week  ending  A^rz^at—  

We  left  Washir^ton  Monday,  September  2nd;  for  Sv/annanoa,  N<,  (Ts ,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harvesting  the  South  Ameri can  varietal  collection  and  the  seedlings  that 
are  grown  on  the  North  Carolina  Test  Farm.      We  arrived  tlie  re  Tuesday  in  time  to 
attend  a  part  of  the  Faraers*  Institute  that  was  being  conducted  at  the  Station, 
Talks  v;ere  given  by  members  of  the  extension  staff,  after  which  Mr,  Clapp  con- 
ducted those  in  attendance  throu^  th^  Station  grounds,  explaining  thoroughly  the 
various  experimentsa      Our  experimental  work  at  Swannanoa  was  reviewed  briefly  for 
the  farmers  and  the  plots  were  visitedo 

Demonstrations  in  vegetable  canning  and  the  substitution  of  sorghum  and  corn 
syrup  for  sugar  in  jeily  making  were  conducted  by  the  county  demonstration  agents 
for  the  benefit  6f  the  ladies  present. 

We'  harvested  our  crop  of  potatoes  Wednesday  and  Thursday,      The  yield  was 
somewhat  of  a  disappointne nt  this  year  and  from  all  reports  the  crop  in  general  is 
poor  in  that  section*      The  quantity  of  tubers  set  was  normal,  but  most  of  then 
were  very  small  and  undeveloped,  due  to  the  early  death  of  the  vines  this  summer. 
There  wao  very  little  scab,  practically  none  in  the  South  American  collection,  but 
quite  a  lot  o/?  blight  and  internal  hrov/n  rot. 

We  shipped  our  potatoes  to  Washington  where  they  will  be  placed  in  cold  stor* 
age  until  our  storag.^  plant  is  put  in  operation  at  Arlington  Farm, 

Vif'e  expect  to  leave  Vfoyh'.ngt  on  next  week  for  Presque  Xsio,  Me*  to  assi>^t  in 
harvesting  th-^^  2rop  at  that  ^oationc 

(Wo  0<,  ITdmundscn  ) 
(Margaret  Connor  } 
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Greeley »  Colo« 


For  the  week  ending  S'eptember  1918» 


The  greater  part  of  the  past  vi;eek  was  spent  in  visiting  the  potato  producir^ 
sections  of  the  San  Luis  Valley  and  representative  parts  of  the  large  area  of  non- 
irrigated  land  between  Colorado  Springs  and  Pueblo*      In  the  San  Luis  Valley  the 
,    acreage  is  reported  to  be  about  the  sqmo  as  last  year  but  the  yield  will  not  be  as 
large  because  of  the  poor  stand  due  to  the  hot,  dry  weather  early  in  the  season* 
The  princ  ipal  vari  eties  grov/n  there  are  the  Russet  Burbank  and  the  Brown  Beauty, 
the  latter  being  a  variety  which  v/as  introduced  into  the  valley  about  1886«  This 
variety  appears  to  be  especially  adapted  to  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  grown* 
AlSow  Early  Ohio's  are  grown  there  but  they  are  very  unsatisfactory  because  of 
their  tendency  to  grow  knotted*      The  Triumph  has  also  been  tried  but  it  is  not 
satisfactory  because,  strange  as  it  my  seem,  it  does  not  ripen  early  enough*  The 

writer  visited  a  field  which  was  planted  about  the  first  of  May  and  found  that  the 
.  vines  were  as  green  and  the  tubers  as  immature  as  those  of  the  late  varieties. 
On' the  return  trip  I  spent  a  day  with  the  County  Agriculturist  of  El  Paso 
County  who  took  me  over  part  of  his  district  v^here  potatoes  are  being  grown  under 
dry  land  conditions.      In  the  plains  area  east  of  Colorado  Springs  potatoes  are 
being  grown  in  a  smal  way*      While  the  yields  are  not  large,  the  quality  is  ox*- 
cellent  and  the  cost  of  growing  the  crop  is  comparatively  small.      As  a  rule  the 
tubers  are  very  smooth  ard  make  ideal  seedo    The  varieties  grown  here  are  the  Early 
Ohio  and  the  Pearl.      A/.little  farther  north,  in  the  extreme  northern  part  cf  El 

Paso  County,  the  altitude  is  higter,  being  about  7500  feet,  and  the  rainfall  is  a 
little  heavier^  consequently  conditions  are  a  little  more  favorable  for  potato  pro- 
duction than  in  the  plains  area.      This  section  is  knov;n  as  the  Divide  and  formerly 
supplied  the  Greeley  district  with  considerable  quantities  of  seed.    One  neighbor- 
hood was  visited  in  v;hich  a  strain  of  the  Pearl  variety  had  been  grown  continuous- 
ly for  about  20  years  without  the  introduction  of   seed  from  outside  sources.  No 
indications  of  running  out  were  observed.      It  would  seem  as  if  the  conditions  in 
this  locality  were  nearly  ideal  for  the  production  of  high'  grade  seed. 

(Chas.  F, Clark). 

Presque  Isle.  Me.  For  the  week  ending  September  7.  1918. 

Very  little  harvesting  was  done  this  week  in  this  section.      The  Northern 
Maine  F§.ir  held  at  this  time  every  year  attracted  a  large  attendance  every  day. 
Oood  weather  prevailed  until  Friday  afternoon,  which  v;as  rainy.    In  the  writer's 
judgment  the  fair  this  year  was  the  best  that  has  been  held  here  for  four  years, 
with  an  unusually  large  entry  of   stock,  all  kinds  of  farm  machinery,  etc.  The 
potato  exhibit,  which  should  be  the  leading  attraction  for  a  potato  section,  al» 
though  better  than  last  year  was  not  worth  mentioning. 

It  was  almost  impossible  to  get  labor  during  Fair  week  J  however,  we  managed 
J     to  harvest  considerable  stock.    Our  land  for  next  year  is  plowed  and  the  rocks 
i    picked*     A'. two  horse  load  of  leaf  mold  was  put  in  the  greenhouse  for  future  use. 

Potatoes  were  selling  in  Presqw  Isle  ,  for  $3.35  per  barrel.    Labor  is  scarce 
anci  very  high  wages  are  offerdd,  •  10  to  12fi  per  barrel  and  board  for  picking, 
or  $5*00  per  day  and  board. 

(  P.  M,  Lombard). 

Travel  Notes.  Moscow.  Idaho.  September  5.  1918. 

The  potato  situation  in  the  Greeley, Colorado  district  August  28-28  was  favor- 
able to  the  production  of  a  fair  crop  where  tlie  set  was  satisfactory.      In  many 
fields  examined,  however,  the  normal  set  was  light  and  a  new  set  of  tuber  bearing 

stolons  were  developing.      In  such  fields  the  yield  cannot  be  other  than  dis- 
appointing to  the  grower* 
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Monday  afternoon  was  spent   in  looking  over  the  experimental  work  at  the  Station 
in  company  with  Drs.  Edson,  McMillan,  Link  and  Clark.      Tuesday  forenoon  we  visit- 
ed the  seed  potato  farm  of       R«  McClellan,  where  we  were  able  to  study  the  he- 
havior  of  early  planted  Triujnphs  on  a  light  sandy  unirrigated  soil.      The  yields 
while  light  was  fairly  satisfactory  when  the  high  price  for  early  stock  is  taken 
into  consideration.      TIb  Rurals  on  this  farm  have  not  set  as  heavily  this  year 
as  last  and  it  is  somewhat  doubtful  if  the  quality  of  the  stock  will  be  quite  as 
goodt      The  Pearls  have  behaved  in  a  very  similar  manner  to  the  Rurals. 

In  the  afternoon  Dr.  Clark  and  the  writer  made  a  ratter  hurried  trip  by  auto 
to  Fort  Collins,  Colo,  where  interviews  v/ere  held  with  Director  Sillette  and  Prof. 
Sandsteu.      Tuesday  evening  we  were  entertained  at  the  home  of  Mr.  McClellan. 
Those  present  were  Dr«  Clark,  Profs*  Craft  and  Ogle  j  County  Agent  Knapp  and  Messrs. 
Rothschild,  Niner  and  Wallace.'     The  evening  was  devoted  to  a  round  taMe  discuss- 
ion of  the  potato  industry.      Wednef^day  forenoon  was  spent  at  tte  Station*      Brs  • 
Clark,  Eds  on  and  McMillan,  and  tlie  writer  were  IYb  guests  of  the  Greeley  Rotary 
Club  at  a  luncheon  at  the  Camf ield  Hotels      The  after  luncheon  exercises  cansisted 
in  brief  addresses  by  toastmaster  iTr.thochild,  Dr.  Edson  and  myself  t      It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  the  guests  of   the  Jluo  appreciated  the  opportunity  presented  to 
them  of  meeting  some  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Gr63ley«. 

I  left  Greeley  for  Aberdeen  and  Jerome,  Idaho  at  4-t42ftFriday  v;a3  spent  at 
Aberdeen,  and  in  driving  through  surrounding  territory  with  L,  C„  AicVier^  the  genial 
superintendent  of  the  Aberdeen  Experimental  Farm.      The  potato  experimental  work 
at  Aberdeen  is  looking  v/eil  and  a  good  yield  is  assuredj  the  stard.  being  practi- 
cally perfect.      Comparatively  few  potatoes  are  grown  commercially  in  this  section. 

Jerome  was  reached  Saturday  icrenoon.      The  pouato  crop  in  the  Jerome  territory 
promises  to  be  good  where  anythiijg  like  a  good  stand  lias  been  obtained.  The 
acreage,  however,  is  only  about  60^  of  that  of  last  year.      Early  Ohios  are  nearly 
ripe  and  the  Idaho  Rurals  are  beginnir^  to  show  signs  of  ripening.    Grrowers  are  being 
offered  $1.75  per  hundredweight  for  Sept.  15th  to  October  Ist  delivery  but  no  sales 
haVe  as  yet  been  made  as  the  producer  is  looking  for  higher  pricese 

Left  Jerome  for  Pullman,  Wash,  and  Moscow,  Ida*  Tuesday  afternoon  and  reached 
Pullman  Wednesday  evening. 

Thursday  forenoon  was  spent  at  the  Ag^i -jultural  College  and  St^tiun*  The 
Washington  potato  crop  is  going  to  be  light  'this  year.' 

Thursday  afternoon  was  spent  at  the  Idaho  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at 
Moscow,  where  some  interesting  potato  experiments  by  Prof*  Vincent  were  noted. 
A/:conf  erence  was  held  with  Director  Iddings  va  tli  reference  to  the  establishment  of 
cooperative  relations  between  the  Idaho  Station  and  the  Office  of  Horticultural  and 
Pomological  Investigations  in  the  conduct  of  the  Jerome  Station. 
/       I  leave  for  Spokane  tomorrow  morning,  where  I  hope  to  meet  Director  Severance 
and  Prof.  Morris  of  the  Washington  Experiment  Station,  who  are  in  attendance  at  the 
Interstate  Fair  at  Spokane. 

(Wra.  Stuart)  I 

Washington  Notes*  Fot-  the  week  ending  September  14.  1918. 

Mr»  Vif,  C»  Edmundson  and  Miss  Margaret  Conner  left  Washington  for  Presque  Isle, 
Me.  on  the  early  train  Wednesday  morning  to  assist  in  harvesting  the  crop  at  that 
Stat  ion. 

Miss  Leomrd  of  the  Potato  Association  Office  and  Mr.  F.  H,  Douthitt  of  Clinton, 
Iowa  visited  the  office  Wednesday  afternoon* 

Prof.  Wci.  Stuart  is  expected  back  at  the  Washington  office  Monday,  Sept «  lethi 

(Marie  F.Wimmer). 
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Greeley.  Colo« 


For  the  week  ending  September  14,  1918. 


Digging  of  the  early  varieties  of  potatoes  is  in  progress  though  not  pro- 
ceediif^  very  rapidly.    The  late  varieties  are  not  sufficiently  matured  for  dig- 
ging.   So  far  the  yields,  especially  of  the  Charles  Dovming,  have  teen  ratter 
low.      The  present  prices  paid  the  grov;er  rar^e  from  $1.75  for  Ohio^s  to  ^2.00 
per  hundred  for  the  Charles  Downing. 

At  the  St.ation  v;e  expect  to  start  digging  the  early  varieties  during  the 
coming  week.      Our  third  cutting  of  hay  ims  been  stacked,  the  1918  seedling  of 
alfalfa  has  been  irrigated  and  we  are  now  irrigating  tl:^  old  seedjling* 

(Chas*  F.  Clark), 

Jerome f  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  September  14  41918. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  fceen  cool.      Have  had  light  showers  but 
not  enough  to  improve  the  roads.    It  still  continues  to  look  threatening. 

Have  tte  peas  harvested  and  thiBshed.    The  four  best  varieties  averaged 
around  40  bushels  per  acre. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  man.    Aia  offering  $5 .00  per  day  for  day 
labor  v/ith  no  success. 

The  dirt  over  the  weakened  portion  of  the  cellar  has  been  removed,  but  will 
not  be  able  to  finish  until  I  have  help. 

I  am  rogue ing  the  potatoes  now.    The  Gems  are  much  better  than  the  few  hills 
we  dug  indicated. 

(G-.  W.  Dewey). 


S^annanoa,  N.C.  For  the  week  ending  September  14,  1918. 

The  rush  of  fall  work  is  now  upon  us,  -  cutting  corn,  making  hay,  making 
sorghum^,  preparation  for  seedj^ing  sma  IL  grains,  and  getting  our  potatoes  out  of 
the  ground  all  at  hand,      sides  many  other  things^ 

We  have  sold  our  entire  crop  of  potatoes  to  the  General  Hospital  #19,  at 

Azalea. 

We  have  been  getting  them  out  of  the  ground,  but  am  greatly  dissapointed  in 
the  yield  not  being  more  than  a  half  crop,  and  many  so  small  that  they  land  in  the 
culls. 

(S'iC.Clapp), 

Tratrel  Notes.  September  18.  1918. 

t  met  Prof.  0,  M.  Morris,  Horticulturist,  Agricultural  College,  Pullman, 
Washington  at  Spokane  Friday  noon,  September  6th  and  had  a  very  satisfactory  inter- 
view with  him  concerning  the  potato  situation  in  the  State  and  the  possibility  of 
undertaking  some  cooperative  work  in  the  prodLiction  cf  high  grade  seed  potatoes, 
Mr,  Robertson  v^as  reported  to  be  busy  inspecting  potato  fields  throughout  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  locating  as  much  desirable  seed  stock  as  possible.  Visit- 
ed the  Spokane  Inter-Stato  Fair  in  the  afternoon.      The  potato  exhibit  at  the 
Fair  was  poor,  only  a  few  good  specimens  were  noted.      Inaccuirate  naming  of  var- 
"   ieties  exhibited  seemed  to  be  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  Apparently 
most  exhibitors,  not  exceptii^  the  seedsmen,  have  very  little  conception  of  tte 
type  I  shape  and  color  of  the  varieties  they  staged*      Left  Spokane  for  Portland 
Friday  night.    Went  to  Corvallig  Saturday  and  held  a  conference  with  Dean  Cordley 
and  Professors  Barr  and  McKay  regarding  the  seed  potato  situation  in  Oregon.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  Office  may  be  able  tp  cooperate  next  season  with  the  Oregon 
Experiment  Station  and  college  staff  who  are  interested  in  the  improvement  of  the 
seed  stock  cf  "the  State. 


The  potato  crop  of  both  Oregon  and  Washin^cn  is  thought  to  he  inferior  to 
that  of  last  ye  are 

Returned  to  Portland  Saturday  night  and  left  for  'Jheyenne  Sunday  noming^ 

Arrived  Cheyenne  Tuesday  norning  and  v/as  net  there  by  Mr*  Rothschild  and 
Dr*  McMillan  of  Gi-eeleyj  Culo.-.  in  the  fcrner's  automobile.      We"  drove  to  Kinball, 
Neb*  in  the  forenoon^  spent  a  portion  of  the  afternoon  visiting  potato  fields  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kir.ball  in  company  with  County  Agent-  P*  H*  Stewart  and  Jale 
Pedrettj  a  large  grower*      Opportunity  v.^as  afforded  the  writer  to  see  both  dry 
land  and  irrigated  fields*      W©  were  soirewhat  surprised  to  find  as  good  a  set  of 
Triumphs  and  Pearls  under  dry  land  culture  as  was  noted* 

The  Pearls,  Kings,  Triumphs  and  Early  Ohios  are  grown  in  this  section*  For 
the  most  part  the  Pearls  v;ere  elorigated  and  more  or  Is  sS  irregular  in  shape*  In 
some  cases  the  Triumphs  were  also  considerably  elongated.      Where  good  star.ds  were 
secured  in  this  section  f^air  crops  will  be  harvested.      There  is  a  considerable 
reduction  in  average  over  that  of  last  year. 

In  the  late  afternoon  we  drove  to  Scottsbluff  wtere  we  remained  over  night* 
Wednesday  morning  we  visited  the  Scottsbluff  Station,  where  v/e  found  Superintend- 
ent Holden  growing  such  varieties  as  hacj  been  shipped  in  by  the  growers^this 
seas  on« 

The  r^xt  place  visited  v;as  Mitcliell,  v/here  the  County  Fair  was  being  held» 
The  potato  exhibits  at  the  Fair  v;ere  far  from  being  satisfactory.      In  some  ex- 
hibits the  tubers  had  been  so  thoroughly  scoured  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing been  scraped*      This  condition  of  the  tuber  gave  a  rather  bizarre  appearance 
to  the  Triumph  on  account  of  the  deep  red  color  of  the  skin  in  the  eye  cavities 
where  it  had  not  been  removed^      It  is  needless  to  comment  upon  the  undesirability 
of  this  practice  in  the  preparation  of  exhibition  stccko      Less  than  an  hour  was 
devoted  to  looking  over  ihe  exhibits,  after  v;hich  we  drove  to  Torrington,  Wyo« 
some  40  miles  distanf-.  c      The  early  portion  of  the  afternoon  was  devoted  to  examin- 
ing the  potato  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Torrir^tcno    The  best  fields  noted  v;ere 
those  of  two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Boyd  and  Will  Reed-      These  men  and  their 
father  were  former  residents  of  Greeley ;>  Colo*  and  they  have  evident. ly  applied 
the  knowledge  acquired  in  the  Greeley  District  to  the  culture  of  t  he  crop  in  the 
Torrington  section. 

The  varieties  grcv;n  by  the  Reed  Bros^  are  chiefly  those  of  tiie  King  and 
Idaho  Rurals.  '  A.'.36  x  60  fto  potato  storage  house  was  in  course  of  construction 
on  one  of  the  --leed  farms* 

Considerable  early  blight  was  present  in  practically  all  of   the  fields 
examined  both  in  this  and  the  other  districts  noted*    It  was  especially  abundant 
in  the  Idaho  Ruralst      Some  potatoes  were  being  shipped  from  Torrington  by  Mr* 
James..  These  were  being  billed  out  in  mixed  cai'  lots* 

A  drive  of.  93  Eiiles,  a  considerable  portion  of  v;hi2h  was  through  large 
stock  ranges,  landed  us  at  Cheyenne  about  8;45  p»m.      Left  Cheyenne  for  Chxaago 
on  Thursday  morning. 

Called  on  the  Albert  Miller  Co.  Friday  noon  and  was  fortumte  enough  tc 
find  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  Mr.  E,  Percy  Miller  in  the  office.  Mr, 
Miller  believes  the  potato  crop  will  be  much  lower  th?,n  the  Bureau  ox  Crop  ETs- 
timates  September  report  of  380-1/2  million  bushels}  Mr.  Miller's  estimate  being 
from  325  to  350  million  bushels*  - 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  conference  with  Dr.  Ho  Hon,  Agricultural 
Commissioner  for  the  American  Steel  &  Wire  Companyt 

Met  Mr.  Douthitt  of  Clinton,  Iowa  Saturday  morning.      The  day  v;as  spent 
in  conference  with  Dr.  Horton  and  Mr.  Douthitt.      Both  of  these  gentlemen  are 
very  enthusiastic  over  the  possibilities  for  the  manufacture  of  large  quantities 
of  potato  flour  by  the  flaking  profcess-* 


Id 


Heached  Washington  Sunday  afternoon* 


(Wai,  Stuart), 


Washington  Notes,  For  the  week  ending  Septemter  21,1918. 

September  19 ^1918 e 

Since  my  return  to  Washington  our  chief  effort  has  been  directed  toward 
the  clearing  away  of  a  lot  of  unanswered  mail  and  to  the  development  of  plans  for 
future  seed  potato  improvement  work, 

I  am  leaving  for  Presque  Isle,  Me.  this  evening  (Thursday >Sept #19) • 
The  Office  of  the  Potato  Magazine  was  trariSf erred  this  week  from  Washint^on 
to  Minneapolis,  Minn« 

Stuart), 
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Greeley.  Colo. 


Tor  the  week  ending  September  21.  1918 » 


'  Rain  continuing  through  the  greater  part  of  the  day  Sunday  stepped  the 

1    digging  of  potatoes  during  ths  first  part  cf  the  past  week.      A/.few  Charles  Downinga 

are  now  being  shipped.    The  price  paid  tte  grower  is  Ol#80  to  §1.90  per  hundred  for 
^    No«  1  grade*      So  far  no  killiiig  frosts  have  occurred  in  this  locality,  cor^e- 

quently  the  late  varieties  are  still  too  green  to  dig. 

M.  the  station  we  have  finished  rogueing  out  the  diseased  plants  from  ths 

plat:;  from  which  seed  is  to  be  saved*    We  are  now  digging  individual  hills  for 

the  Development  of  Tuber  experiment* 

(Chas*  F,  Clark)* 

Jerome.  Idaho*  For  the  week  ending  September  21.  1918* 

There  have  been  no  shipments  of  potatoes  from  Jerome  to  date*    I  understand 
that  potatoes  are  moving  freely  at  Twin  Falls  at  $1,50  per  cwt. 

Wheat  shipments  have  come  to  a  standstilli  all  storage  room  is  taken  up 
and  the  railroads  are  refusing  to  accept  more  shipments. 

We  4re  still  having  good  growing  weatheri  days  are  very  warm  and  nights  cools 

I  h^e  secured  a  tenpcrary  man  and  we  have  the  cellar  uncovered* 

■  (G.  W*  Dewey).  ; 

PresQue  Isle.  Me*  For  tl^  week  ending  feptember  14.  1918* 

The  weather  the  past  week  has  been  very  cloudy  with  showers*      Dr*  Edsoni 
Pathologist  in  Office  of  Cotton  &  Truck  Diseases  arrived  to  assist  with  the 
harvesting  notes  at  this  Station,    Dr.  Edson  is  working  in  cooperation  with  the 
Office  of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations  in  the  study  of  varieties 
and  seedlings* 

Miss  Margaret  Connor  and  Mr*  V/,  C*  Edmundson  arrived  Thursday  to 
assist  with  the  harvestii^* 

In  addition  to  the  1916  seedlings,  miscellaneous  lots  were  harvested,  awi 
a  beginning  was  nade  on  the  Irish  Cobbler,  Whole  vs*  Cut  seed  experiment* 

The  early  varieties  are  yielding  very  well  this  year*      The  1916  seedlings 
which  are  for  the  most  part  late  naturing  have  a  wonderful  set  but  due  to  their 
lateness  and  the  severe  drouth  of  July  and  August,  the  tubers  are  small* 

Priees  ran^d  from  $3*00  to  $3*40  per  barrel  this  week* 

For  the  week  ending  September  21.  1918 < 

It  rained  three  days  the  past  week  and  vra.s  continually  cloudy  all  week. 
Many  potato  buyers  are  in  town.    Price  this  week  was  |2;40  per  barrel.  Yields 
on  early  varieties,  particularly  Cobblers  run  from  50  to  135  barrels  per  acre. 
^  Green  Mountains  have  a  lower  average  yield  but  some  fields  are  turning  out  135 
barrels' per  acre* 

We  have  harvested  the  1916  Seedlings,  ©)uth  American  collection,  a  series  of 
both  Irish  Cobbler  and  Green  Mountain,  '■\Hrhole  vs*  Cut  Sded  experiment  and  some 
miscellaneous  plats  on  Aroostook  Farm. 

Prof*  Stuart  arrived  Saturday.    Dr.  Edson,  who  has  been  assisting  with  the 
harvesting  expects  to  leave  Maine  the  last  of  next  week* 

(P*  U*  Lombard)* 


-2 


I 


Travel  Notest  September  24,  1918* 

The  writer  had  an  interesting  visit  with  Dr»  H,  J,  Wheeler,  chief  of  the 
Agricultural  Bureau  of  the  American  Agricultural  Chemical  Co,  and  Mr •  Wilfred 
Yifheeler,  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agriculture  while  passirg 
through  Boston  on  Friday  the  20th.     From  Dr*  Wheeler  we  learned  that  there  would 
probably  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  commercial  fertilizers  for  next  year's  potato 
crop  in  view  of  the  fact  that  its  high  cost  would  tend  to  cut  down  its  use. 

was  very  much  interested  in  some  agricultural  development  on  Ckpe  Cod 
in  which  Secretary  Wheeler  is  interested.      A  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kackett  is  being  broken  up  and  put  under  cultivation.    Mr.  Wheeler  has  direct 
charge  of  the  development  of  this  land  and  is  very  enthusiastic  over  its  possi« 
bilities  in  the  production  of  hi^  grade  potatoes. 

Mr.  Wheeler  has  agreed  to  set  aside  one  session  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  be  held  January  7-9,  1919,  said  session  to  be 
devolved  to  a  discussion  of  the  potato  industry  of  the  State  with  a  view  to  form* 
ing  a  State  organization.      It  is  hoped  that  this  meeting  will  bring  together  the 
leading  potato  growers  of  the  State. 

Since  my  arrival  at  Presque  Isle,  Me»  Saturday  afternoon,  1  have  been  too 
busy  to  gather  much  information  relative  to  the  potato  crop  other  than  that  glean?- 
ed  from  the  coiversation  of  a  number  of  buyers  who  are  stopping  at  the  Presque 
Isle  House.       All  reports  show  that  the  present  crop  is  a  good  one.  Many 
growers  are  reporting  yields  of  from  100  to  125  and  140  barrels  of  Irish  Cobblers 
per  acre  and  from  120  to  150  barrels  of  Green  Mountains.    Of  course,  there  are  the 
usual  complaints  of  low  yields.    Usually  these  reports  are  from  growers  who  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  producing  good  crops.      Prices  are  ranging  from  ^3«30  to  $3.50 
a  barrel  f.o.b. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley.  Cclo* 


For  the  v;eek  endinfr  Septt  28.  1918» 


Because  of  the  absence  of  killing  frosts  the  late  varieties  of  potatoes 
are  still  too  inmature  for  diggir?^.      Mfew  Downings  are  being  dug*     The  yield 
of  this  variety  is  much  lower  this  year  than  last*     This  has  also  been  a  very 
poor  year  for  the  Triumph  v/hich  is  being  tried  in  a  sniall  way  by  many  growers 
with  the  hope  that  it  would  prove  to  be  a  desirable  substitute  for  the  Early 
Ohio. 

Mr»       T,  Moore  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  recently  visited  Greeley  and  Eaton 
where  he  met  some  of  the  growers,  dealers  and  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  explai 
ning  the  requirements  of  the  different  grades.      Saturday  night  a  meeting  of  the 
growers  was  held  to  discuss  the  grading  situation.     Vi/hile  grading,  in  general,  is 
considered  desirable  it  is  the  general  feeling  that  the  present  limitations  of 
the  grades  do  not  meet  the  needs  of  this  district. 

CShas,  F.Clark}, 


Jerome.  Idaho,  For  the  week  ending  Sept,  28 .1918 < 

The  cellar  has  been  repaired*     Vfe  raised  the  broken  timbers  with  a  jack, 
and  held  them  in  place  with  two  truss  rods,  supporting  a  4  x4  laid  lengthwise 
of  the  room. 

We  have  just  finis ted  cutting  the  third  cutting  of  alfalfa. 

No  potatoes  were  shipped  from  Jerome  this  last  week,  but  it  is  reported  that 
a  car  of  Gems  was  shipped  from  Dietrich  at  $2.10  per  cwt. 

Frost  seems  to  be  patiently  waiting  for  the  beans  to  ripen*    One  more  week 
will  be  sufficient.     Weather  is  threatening  today*    Had  about  an  inch  of  rain- 
fall Sunday  night  v/hich  put  the  roads  in  excellent  condition. 

(Geo.  V/,  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle*  Me,  For  the  week  ending  Sept.  28.1918, 

The  weather  has  been  eold  and  rainy,      A  great  deal  of  grain  is  still  in 
the  fields,  waiting  for  fair  weather  to  thresh.    Potato  harvesting  is  progressing 
as  rapidly  as  possible.    Farmers  are  handicapped  by  bad  weather  and  in- 

sufficient labor.  The  yield  is  very  goodj  the  best  potato  grovrers  are  harvesting 
a" yield  of  100  to  135  barrels  per  acre, 

Vie  have  about  three  days  more  work  to  finish  the  harvesting  of  our  plats  on 
Aroostook  Farm,    About  a  day  will  be  sufficient  to  harvest  the  certified  stock 
on  Mr,  Gartley's  farm. 

Miss  Margaret  Connor  returned  to  Washington  on  5*riday*i 

(p.  M,  LoiabardI, 

Presque  Isle.  Me.  SSptenber  30.  1918. 

Potato  harvesting  operations  were  held  up  last  Friday  and  to  quite  an  extent 
on  Saturday  by  a  soaking  rain  which  began  falling  Thursday  evening  and  continued 
throughout  the  most  of  Friday  forenoon  with  an  occasional  light  shower  in  the 
afternoon.    The  first  four  days  of  the  week  were,  however,  very  favorable  for  dig- 
ging and  good  progress  has  been  made  by  the  potato  growers  of  Aroostook  County 
in  getting  their  crop  into  the  storage  houses.      The  nearly  two  days  delay  and  a 
rather  sharp  freeze  Sunday  evening  has  resulted  in  another  wage  advance  on  the 
part  of  potato  pickers.  One  grower  offered  the  young  men  #io  have  been  assisting 
us  $6.00  per  day  and  board  with  the  result  that  we  were  obliged  to  pay  t^^OO 
without  board  in  order  to  hold  ihem  but  should  the  weather  turn  much  colder, 
there  would  undoubtedly  be  another  Increase  in  the  wage,      2t  appears  as  if  a 


i 


certain  sense  of  honor  was  lacking  in  a  good  many  growers  as  they  deliberately 
try  to  entice  a  nan's  harvest  crew  away  frcn  him  by  offering  thea  more  money* 
Sozae  growers  are  reported  to  be  paying  as  high  as  170  per  barrel  for  picking 
potatoesi  120  to  Ib^  is  a  commoner  price*      /L.few  pickers  will  pick  as  high  aa 
100  barrels  a  day  but  the  general  average  is  from  50  to  60  barrels* 

The  price  of  table  stock  still  continues  good  holding  steady  around  |3«50 
per  barrel  or  $2.12  per  cwt.      Seed  stock  has  been  quoted  at  $4«35  per  aaek  f»o«b* 

Prof«  Milward  of  Madison,  Wis«  arrived  Friday  afternoon  and  left  Monday 
afternoon  on  his  return  trip  to  Madison-.      It  was  his  first  trip  to  Mains  and  it 
proved  of  unusual  interest  to  him  tc  see  how  the  Aroostook  potato  grower  harvests 
and  stores  his  crop. 

Little  attention  is  being  paid  to  grading  table  stock  according  to  U,  $« 
Grades  1  &  2}  most  «f  it  being  shipped  ungraded,  at  least  so  far  as  it  conforns 
to  the  standard  grades  adopted* 

(Wm,  Stuart)* 

Washington.  D«  C*  October  3.  1918t 

I  left  Presque  Isle  September  27th  for  ViTashington,      We  finished  weighing  the 
Whole  and  Cut  seed  experiment  tint  mornir^»      I  sim  leaving  Washir^ton  tonight  StT 
Jerome,  Idaho  to  assist  in  harvestir^  the  potatoes  at  that  station* 

Washington,  like  the  other  big  Eastern  cities,  is  at  present  battling  with 
the  epidemic  of  Spanish  Influenza,    All  schools  and  theatres  have  been  closed 
indefinitely  and  public  gatherings  poatporsd-,  ' 

The  Bept',  of  Agriculture  employees  now  work  from  8:30  to  4:00  instead  of 
from  9:00  to  4:30«    The  staggered  hour  system  for  government  offices  has  been 
adopted  in  the  effort  to  relieve  the  street  car  congestion* 

(Margaret  Connor) 

yfe>shingtont  D«C«  For  the  week  ending  October  5^  1918* 

Mr*  W,  C«  Edmunds  on  returned  to  the  office  this  morning,  (Fridays  Oct*  4th) i 
having  ccmpleted  his  work  at  Presque  Isle,  lie*     He  v/ill  leave  for  Grand  Rapids, 
Kinn*  at  6  P.M»  tomorrow  prepared  to  harvest  the  Seed  Improvement  plots  located 
at  tl^  Central  Experiment  Station  at  this  point*      After  the  completion  of  the 
harvest  at  Grand  Rapids,  Minn,  he  will  propped  to  RhirBlander,  Wis*  to  harvest 
the  seed  improvement  plots  "there  c     Mr.  Edmu:-d3on  expects  to  be  joined  by  Prof* 
J»  G*  Milward  at  Rhinelander^  the  latter  to  assist  in  the  harvesting* 

Prof*  Stuart  is  expected  back  at  the  office  next  Monday  or  Tuesday* 

(iCarie  F«  Wimner). 
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Greeley^  Cdle«  For  the  w^PiV  AwHi ncT-i^,&fc6,ber  5t  1£L^» 

Practically  all  of  the  early  varieties  of  potatoes  have  been  dug  and  th© 
digging  of  the  late  varieties  has  started*    Because  of  the  long  growing  season 
it  is  believed  that  the  yield  of  the  latter  will  be  above  the  earlier  expectations. 
No  killing  frosts  have  yet  occurreds 

So  far  there  has  been  no  shortage  of  labor  for  the  potato  harvest*  The 
usual  rate  for  picking  is  10  cents  per  saek  though  in  some  cases  where  the  yield 
is  low  11  or  12  cents  are  paid.      Sacks  cost  22  to  25  cents  each. 

At  the  station  we  have  dug  a  large  numter  of  individual  hills  by  hand 
in  connection  with  the  Development  of  Tuber  experiment  and  have  also  got  nicely, 
started  with  the  machine  digging. 

(Chag.  Clark) 


Jerome^  ldahe»  '   For  the  week  ending  October  5>  1918» 

The  weather  continues  to  be  alieut  the  same*    Have  had  no  frost  as  yet« 
Had  two  good  showers  this  week* 

The  potatoes  in  the  south  half  of  the  field  are  still  growir^,  those 
which  were  fertilized,  while  those  in  the  north  half  of  the  field  which  were  not 
fertilized  are  beginning  to  ripen* 

At»  F^  Hessler  won  first  prise  on  Rurals  and  Early  Ohios  at  the  State  Fair 
in  Boise*    This  was  the  place  we  visited  where  you  took  a  photograph  of  the  hill 
of  Rurals*      The  first  prize  for  Netted  Gems  v/ent  to  a  Twin  Falls  man. 

There  were  no  potatoes  moved  from  Jerome  last  week..    No  growers  are 
digging  to  my  knov/ledge, 

(Geo.  W»  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle.  Me*  ITor  the  week  ending  October  5.  1918* 

Wei  finished  harvesting  Friday  night.      It  began  snov/ing  Saturday  and 
continued  until  midnight  Sunday,      Hundreds  of  acres  of  potatoes  are  still  in  the 
ground^  and  with  very  good  weather  it  viron't  be  possible  to  harvest  them  until 
Thursday* 

Ur,  ESmundson  left  Maine  for  ViTashington,  B.C*  Vfednesday  morning  and 
Prof.  Stuart  left  Friday  morning. 

The  market  has  been  dull  this  week,  potatoes  selling  for  ^3,00  to  $3.15 
per  barrel? 

The  certified  stock  on  Mr,  Gartley's  farm  gave  a  fair  yields      The  Green 
Mountains  were  especially  goodj  the  Gobblers  gave  an  average  yield,  while  the 
Rurals  were  poor*    An  acre  and  a  tenth  gave  us  90  barrels, 

(Pdll5.|i0mbard), 

Maine  Notes*  For  the  week  ending  October  5.  1918 < 

'  '  The  favorable  weather  which  prevailed  in  Northern  Maine  from  September 

«       30  to  October  3  made  possible  the  completion  of  the  harvesting  ci  our  experimental 
potatoes  on  Aroostook  Farm. 

■Or.  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  v/riter  v/ent  to  Hculton  and  had  interviews 
^      mXh  members       the  firm  of  John  V/atson  Co.,  E«  L.  Cleveland  &  Co*,  Guy  CJ.  Porter, 
Mgr.  of  the  Aroostook  Potato  Growers'  Association  and  others  relative  to  the  potato 
crop*    All  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  quality  of  the  stock  harvested  in  that 
section  the  present  season  has  never  been  excelled.      The  high  quality  of  the  stock 
and  the  good  yields  were  in  their  opinion  largely  attributable  to  the  use  of  a 
potash  carrying  fertilijterj  most  <of  the  gro^i^e^s  having  used  a  4*8-4  fertilizer. 


(i 
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The  stateirent  was  also  uade  by  the  dealers  that  the  crop  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  North  of  and  including  Caribou  was  rather  inferior,  owing  to  a  large  percent- 
age of  the  tubers  being  undersized,  thereby  not  only  making  it  less  desirable  for 
table  purposes  but  reducing  the  yield  as  well»      The  partial  failure  of  the  crop 
in  this  section  v/as  claimed  to  be  due  to  the  grov;ers  haying  failed  to  use  potash* 
The  fertilizer  comir.only  employed  analyzed  b%  amnonia  and  10%  phosphoric  acid*  The 
growers  of  Aroostook  County  are  nov/  thoroughly  convinced  that  potash  is  essential  to 
the  successful  production  of  a  paying  crop  of  potatoes.      The  present  war  has  serv- 
ed to  demonstrate  to  the  potato  grower  of  northern  Maine  that  while  potatoes  cannot 
as  a  rule  be  successfully  grown  without  the  application  of  potash,  their  forser  use 
of  8  and  10%  goods  was  a  wasteful  practice  which  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated  when 
normal  conditions  are  restored* 

It  was  a  surprise  to  the  writer  to  learn  that  this  season's  sales  of  a 
Houlton  firm  were  70  carloads  of  copper  sulphate  and  150  tons  of  white  arsenoid, 

I  proceeded  to  Bangor  Friday  evening  and  held  an  interview  with  Director 
Woods  Saturday  fore  noonb    Left  for  Washington  in  the  afternoon* 

  (Wm.  Stuart)* 

Swannanoa.  N.C.  Buncombe  Test  Farm,  October  4,  1913« 

Vfe  have  just  finished  harvesting  our  nineteen  varieties  of  potatoes,  also 
all  the  sprayed  plats. 

The  varieties  all  made  a  very  low  yield,  C^irmn  #3,  Rural  N.Yt  #2  and 
Bovee  leading  this  season. 

We  had  very  striking  results  in  our  experir.ental  spraying,  Bordeaux  and 
Lead  giving  nearly  50  bushels  over  the  check,  per  acre,  with  Bordeaux  running 
close  second » 

We  had  quite  an  outbreak  of  leaf  hoppers,  followed  by  Blight,  starting  in 
the  varieties »      Leaf  hoppers  crossed  from  the  varieties  to  the  sprayed  black, 
beginning  at  the  end  next  to  tlie  varieties  and  raoving  tov/ard  the  other  end  of 
sprayed  block* 

In  the  end  next  to  the  varieties  we  found  a  very  decided  decrease  in  the 
yield  of  potatoes,  gradually  increas  ing  toward  the  o  "ther  end  of  block. 

(S,  a,  Clapp), 

Washington  Notes  *  For  the  week  ending  October  12,1918 • 

Since  arrival  from  Maine  our  tine  has  been  chiefly  occupied  in  answering 
the  accumulation  of  mail  found  awaiting  me  and  in  making  arrar^enents  for  a  trip 
to  Louisiana,  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas* 

Mr»  Douthitt  of  Clinton,  lov;a  was  a  visitor  at  the  office  on  October  !!• 
He  reports  the  sale  of  two  more  potato  flaking  machines  in  the  Northwest* 

(v/mo  Stuart). 
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Greeley  a  Colc» 


For  the  week  ending;  October  12 «  1918% 


Potato  harvesting  has  progressed  rapidly  during  the  past  week»      While  I 
t*have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  get  in  touch  with  the  different  sections  of  the 
district.|  the  yields  in  this  irmriediate  vicinity  are  much  better  than  were  expected 
"earlier  in  the  season* 

*  At  the  station  m  have  nearly  finished  the  machine  digging  and  hope  to 

co:nplete  the  hand  digging  of  the  seedlings  and  hi?-l  select  icns  withr.n  3  or  4  dayst 

(Chas,  F„  Clark) • 

.-Jerorie«  Ida»  For  the  week  endin?  October  12;^  1918. 

Miss  Connor  arrived  Monday  afternoon  to  assist  in  harvesting  the  potato 
erop*      The  potatoes  were  so  green  that  we  have  put  off  harvesting  until  next 
Uondfiy .    Have  had  no  frost.      The  weather  continues  very  warm,  days  unusually  hot 
and  warn  nights.      Miss  Connor  has  counted  the  plarib s  irt  whole  and  cut  seed  plot 
and  has  been  getting  things  in  shape  for  digging.      Ths  Seedlings  and  Netted  Gems 
in  the  fertilized  section  of  the  field  are  still  growing  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  best  to  harvest  them  before  two  weeks  after  a  killing  frost. 

Dr.  Shoemaker  arrived  yesterday  (Thursday)  and  was  agreeably  surprised 
with  the  bean  crop.      He  suggests  that  they  be  pulled  very  soon.      Miss  Connor, 
Dr»  Shoemaker  and  I  are  going  to  Filer  to  observe  bean  and  potato  crops  this  after- 
noon (Friday)* 

I  have  finished  covering  the  cellar.      Ur,  Hanseni  the  man  I  had  working 
by  the  day,  left  Monday  for  a  job  digging  beets  at  §10.00  per  day,  so  I  am  without 
a  nan  again.      The  schools  are  closed  on  account  of  Spanish  Influenza  and  I  may  be 
able  to  get  some  boys. 

((}eo#  Wb  Dewey)  • 

Presque  Isle>  Me*  For  the  week  ending  Octcter  12 «  1918. 

Because  of  the  snow  stom  Saturday  and  Sunday  harvesting  was  not  resumed 
until  Thursday.    Many  acres  of  potatoes  were  in  the  ground  during  the  storm  but 
have  not  heard  of  any  amount  being  frosted.      One  man  in  Limestone  had  a  hundred 
acres  unharvested  Monday  of  this  week.      He  has  a  crew  of  85  men  and  no  doubt 
will  harvest  the  full  hundred  acres  this  week.      This  same  man  had  nearly  a  hundred 
acres  of  grain  in  the  field.      A.great  deal  of  grain  was  out  during  this  stom  and 
was  damaged  to  quite  an  extent . 

Wq  have  practically  finished  work  on  the  storage  experiment.      It  will  take 
a  few  days  next  week  to  close  up  the  season*  s  work  and  load  the  car  %v  of  potatoes 
for  Washington*      C^rs  are  not  moving  as  fast  as  they  should  and  we  nay  have  to 
wait  a  few  days  for  one  after  the  work  is  practically  finished  here. 

I  have  quite  a  list  of  potatoes  for  Dr»  Hartweil  of  the  Rhode  Island  Ex- 
periment Station  nearly  ready  for  shipments 

The  potato  market  has  been  rather  dull  for  10  days,  prices  paid  for  the 
past  week  $3.00  to  ^3*25  per  barrel. 

(P.l!,t©mbard). 

Tnavel  Note8<  

,    '  V/ashingtoMf  D.C. .  October  18.  1918. 

I  left  Washington,  D«Co  Octopei*  5  for  Grand  Rapids,  Minn,  and  Rhinelander, 
Vis  I  fcr  the  purpose  of  Imrvesting  the  seed  improvement  plots.    I  found  the  Minn- 
esota harvest  about  completed  upon  my  arrival  and  as  the  crop  on  the  North  Central 
♦Jlxperi mental  Station  had  keen  dug,  Mrr  Berg  was  able  to  put  his  entire  force  and 
harvesting  equipment  at  my  disposal.      About  25  bus.  of  Green  Mountains,  Rurals, 
Ohicsy  Triumphs  and  Cobblers  were  saved  for  next  year's  planting.      The  remainder 
of  the  crop  was  left  for  Mr,  Berg  to  dispose  of  for  table  stock. 

A*  Rhinelander  I  found  the  harvest  was  also  about  completed.      Most  of  the 


« 
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growers  are  storing  their  potatoes  awaiting  a  hi^ier  market* 

The  seed  iraprovener't  plots  were  harvested  on  the  11th  and  12th«    '  The 

best  lots  of  Green  Mountain^  Rural j  Triumph  and  Ohio  wore  saved  for  a  co'iitinuaticn 

of  the  work  next  yearc 

I  had  expected  Prof*  J,  G,  Milv/ard  would  join  me  at  Rhinelander but 

he  wired  ne  from  liilv;aukee  that  he  was  obliged  to  return  hone  on  acf'orjrt  of 

sickness* 

I  arrived  in  Washington  October  14th« 

(Vi''..»  C,  ?>!hriU'^.ds3n) « 

Washington  Notes*  For  the  week  ending  0^;tob5r  19    191£ » 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  very  favorable  to  the  gro^jvth  of  second  or 
late  crop  potatoes  in  this  section.      The  decline  in  price  of  potatoes  at  u::^^,  o; 
the  large  shipping  as  well  as  receiving  points  has  not  resul"':ed  in  any  appreciable 
chancre  in  Washington*      The  bha  in  stores  are  retailing  them  at  530  per  peck^,  about 
§3i53  per  cwt*  as  against  from  (^l-.>25  to  ^1*90  per  cvv-tt  at  ship--;-ng  pointc      In  a 
conference  this  week  with  Mr>  E^,  Percy  Miller,  in.  charge  of  pcta*-.o  distribution 
for  ihe  U»  S>Food  Administration,  I  was  inforrerl  that  he  ha-l  just  reiumed  from  a 
trip  to  Aroostook  County,  Me.,  whither  he  had  gone  to  look  into  the  proper  grading 
of  potatoes,      Mr,  Miller  advises  ne  -that  all  the  large  shippers  ei-vpe-it  to  grade 
their  potato  stock  in  'Conformity  with  U,.  S«  grades  1  &  2  a.:.'.d  this  too  in  spite  off 
the  fact  that  moyt  of  the  stock  which  thoy  had  then  in  storage  had  been  purctesed 
from  the  farmer  ungraded. 

The  writer  expests  to  leave  the  city  Fridpy  evening  Cctober  18  for  a  brief  ti 
trip  to  the  Louis  iana>  Texas  ^  Oklahoma,  Arkar.sasj  llobTSs'/ia. .  liinnesota,  rli  scons  in, 
and  possibly  Michigan  Experiment  Stations  vith  a  view  to  eivtabl ;  shing  cooperative 
relations  with  them  in  the  testing  of  J^iorthern  grown  seed  stock  in  tije  Scuxh-s 


(Wm,  Stuf.rt)» 
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GreelBVt  Colo»  For  the  week  ending  October  19;  1918a 

The  ideal  weather  conditions  which  have  prevailed  during  the  past  week 
have  been  improved  by  the  farmers  in  harvesting  their  beets  and  potatoes*      It  is 
estimated  that  approximately  75  per  cent  of  the  potatoes  have  been  dug«  The 
yield  is  not  quite  as  good  as  last  year  but  the  quality  is  considered  better*  So 
far  we  have  had  no  killing  frosts. 
^  At  the  station  we  liave  finished  digging  the  potatoes  and  are  now  working 

on  the  land  that  is  to  be  used  for  next  year's  crops. 

Dr.  Shoemaker,  of  our  office,  recently  visited  the  station. 

(Chas.  F.Clark) , 

Jeroir,e  ,  Ida«  For  the  week  endings  OctoT:^r  19  >  1918. 

Our  potato  digging  crew  is  very  limited  in  number,  consisting  of  Miss 
Margaret  Connor,  a  sniall  boy  and  myself.    Vfe  will  finish  digging  the  ^Vliole  and  Cut 
Seed  about  the  middle  of  next  week;  have  a  man  coming  in  a  day  or  two.      Wien  I 
dig  the  main  crop  there  will  be  two  other  n^n  to  help  and  expect  to  finish  in  good 
season. 

The  Netted  Cems  are  turning  out  very  well  and  are  for  tlie  most  part  smooth 
and  large.    They  are  more  or  less  green  and  t?B  skin  slips  on  them  a  great  deal. 

Vife  had  a  heavy  rain  Thursday  afternoon  and  night,-  brought  four  rows  of 
Gems  into  the  cellar,  so  will  have  plenty  to  do  this  (Friday)  morning. 

The  potato  market  here  is  entirely  off;  a  day  or  two  ago  buyers  were 
offering  90$^.      The  growers  that  are  digging  now  are  storing  the  potatoes  in 
cellars.      Sacks  are  200  apiece. 

There  is  considerable  rhizoctonia,  causing  small  irregular  potatoes. 

(Geo*  W,  D^wey), 

V/ashingrton  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  October  26.  1918, 

The  past  week  has  been  a  quiet  one,  nothing  of  unusual  interest  having 
occurred.      Prof.  Stuart  and  Miss  Connor  being  away  from  the  office  on  field  trips 
and  Mr,  Edmundson  being  absent  on  sick  leave  since  Monday,  the  writer  spent  the 
week  in  answering  correspondence  and  copying  some  tables  Miss  Connor  left  with 
her  to  be  copied* 

On  account  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Lombard,  Mr.  Lomtard,  in  charge  of  the 
Experiment  Station  at  Presque  isle,  Me.  is  taking  a:  month's  vacation  before  coming 
to  V/ashington  for  the  v;inter  and  is  not  expected  here  until  the  latter  part  of 
next  month. 

D\)e  to  the  Spanish  influenza  epidemic  prevailing  throughout  the  Country, 
all  Government  employes  in  Washington  are  allowed  a  recess  of  15  minutes  during  the 
forenoon  and  afternoon  of  each  day. 

Prof.  Stuart  reports  having  visited  the  Experim.ent  Station  at  Baton  Rouge 
October  21,  where  he  met  with  a  hearty  response  to  his  proposition,  Prof.  G.Tiebout 
being  ready  to  cooperate  with  this  office  in  the  testing  of  high-grade  Northern 
»     grown  seed  potatoes  in  Louisiana,      He  will  make  a  more  detailed  report  in  a  later 
issue  of  the  "Eye".  \ 

(Marie  F.  ¥iramer)o 
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&reolev«  Cole. 


Potato  digging  in  this  district  is  practically  completed*    No  heavy  rains 
or  freezes  occurred  during  the  harvesting  period  so  that  tlB  crop  vvas  harvested 
in  excellent  conditioni      The  greater  part  of  the  crop  has  laeen  stored.      The  pre- 
sent price  paid  to  grovver  is  ^1.40  per  hundred*     Shipirents  are,  however,  compar- 
atively fewe 

(Chas.  F,  Clark) 8 

Jerome,  ida..  For  the  v/eek' e  nding:..0'3tober  26  ,,  1918 o 

The  long-awaited  frost  has  arrived  at  last*  Almost  every  night  this  week 
we  have  had  a  more  or  less  heavy  ^rost  ard  the  potato  v5.r.,as  a-'e  now  all  dead*  The 
vines  of  gome  of  the  seedlings  were  especially  strong  and  hard  to  kill. 

V/e  have  finished  weighing  the  one  set  of  the  whole  and  cut  peed  experi- 
ment and  will  have  the  other  two  sets  out  of  the  ground  >y  tomorrow  night.  The 
yield  has  been  very  good?  some  of  the  individual  hills  v;eighing  five  to  six  kil- 
ograms for  primes  alone.  Al.tew  of  the  best  hills  were  saved  for  photographing. 
Some  of  the  seedlings  have  been  di;^  and  they  are  also  yielding  very  well,  as  the 
following  figures  show: 


Seedling 

No.  of  hills 

Lbs.  of  primes 

libs,  of  culls 

38567 

117 

356<,3 

17.8 

38674 

12(5) 

444 « 5 

38,5 

38678 

3.20 

493»0 

27*5 

3869^7 

128 

5G1,5 

16,0 

387Q3 

113 

365,0 

12«0 

38769 

115 

441tC 

12.0 

38772 

97 

303,0 

27.0 

Netted  Gems  are  selling  for  $1.30  this  week  and  Riirals  s^l.20.    Only  five 
cars  have  been  movedo      There  has  been  difficulty  in  securing  carso 

The  furnace  has  been  installed  and  mc'.kes  a  big  difference  in  the  comfort 
of  the  house  in  the  frosty  weather  we  have  had  recently. 

There  are  twelve  cases  of  smallpox  in  tovn  and  ten  of  influenzae  There 
have  been  several  deaths  from  influenza.      Wore  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
schools  are  closed  on  account  of  these  epidemics,  we  would  not  be  able  to  obtain 
any  help.      We  have  a  crew  of  three  High  School  boys,  one  of  whom  has  been  rather 
irregular  in  attendance.     llrs,  Dewey  helped  record  the  weights  of  the  whole  and 
cut  seed  experiment* 

(Geo,  W»  Dewey) 
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Louisiana  Notes* 


October  22.  :.91S. 


Monday,  October  21  was  spent  at  the  Louisiana  State  University j  Bator 
Rouge >  La«  in  the  company  of  Prof.  Tiebout  and  Dr.  Edgsrton  with  whor:i  cooperative 
arrar^eimnts  were  made  for  the  testing  of  high  grade  northern  grown  Trraaph  seed 
potatoes  in  comparison  with  those  ordinarily  sold  to  growers  in  the  State?      It  is 
proposed  to  test  these  out  at  Baton  Rouge  and  at  the  North  Louisiana  Station  at 
Ca:lhoun»      Some  interesting  infornation  was  secured  relative  to  the  yields  ordin=- 
arily  secured  from  second  crop  planting.      As  a  rule  these  yields  rur.  Troa  30  to 
50  bushels  per  acre.      The  present  season's  crop  of  3.ate  potatoes  -s  n-^l-  very 
promising^  the  stand  being  rather  poor  and  the  tutars  3ir.3  13  in  zizs  -      The  Tj  iui.iph  i 
the  lec.ding  early  variety.      Lookout  Mountain  or  I'^cOcrmicx  is  cgTa-nr  i^ito  fa-rcr  as 
a  late  variety  in  sonie  localities,  while  in  oti'ier  sect'. ens  the  White  .^Itar  or  the 
Bur  bank  is  a  rather  popular  variety  both  a-s  an  early  aid  ^.  late  var.'etys  :2he 
ruinously  lov/  prices  received  by  the  gnifters  :"or   their  early  crop  zI-b  pa:r;-  season 
is  going  to  result  in  a  much  decreased  acreage  next  Spring  unless  GOire  e>;j"cTx  is 
put  forth  to  induce  growers  to  plant  a  normal  acreage- 

Sixty  to  seventy-five  bushels  pef  acre  is  considered  a  good  average  yield 
from  an  early  crop* 

The  potato  crop  is  usually  planted  on  ridges  in  rows  3-1/2  ft>.  apart  and 
12  inches  apart  in  the  row. 

The  principal  commercial  sections  are  the  Alexandria  and  La  Fourche  dis- 
tricts* 

Teitas  Notes. 

The  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  October  22  was  spent  in  conference  with  Director 
Youngblood,  Vice-Director  Connor  and  Prof  .  Ness  of  the  Texas  Fxp.  Station,  College 
Station,  Texas,-  arranging  for  a  similar  test  of  northern  grown  seed  potatoes  to  that 
contemplated  in  Louisiana*      It  is  proposed  to  conduct  trials  at  College  otation, 
and  at  the  sub-stations  located  at  Lubbock  and  Troup-. 

All  are  firmly  convinced  that,  the  tiine   is  ripe  icr  corcerxed.  a.':;tion  looking 
toward  the  securing  of  a  higher  grade  seed  stonk  than  is  blZ  present  ^eirg  f^ffored 
to  growers.     It  is  equally  obvious  that  the  gr'-^wars  themsel\'es  have  not  as  a  rule 
been  willing  to  pay  a  price  commensurate  with  the  expense  involved  in  the  growing 

and  marketing  of  high  grade  seed  potatoes  and  there  is  need  cf  practical  demon- 
strations such  ^.3  are  now  contemplated  tu  convince  them  o'f  their  added  value.. 

(Wm*  Stuart} . 


¥ashii.q;ton  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  November  2.  1918.- 

Miss  Connor,  Mr.  ETumur^son  and  Prof.  Stuart  still  being  absent  from  the  office 
the  writer  spent  the  week  in  ans-ivering  correspondence  and  finished  copying  1917 
tables  drafted  by  Kiss  Conner  showing  length  nf  tim^  necessary. (in  baking  potatoes 
««l'various  thicknesaes)  to  reach  100^  Gent,  and  percenf-age  of  waste* 

Expect  Prof  ft  Stuart  to  return  to  the  office  Monday  morning,  Nov.  4th* 

(Marie  F^jWimner) 
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.TeromQ.  Idaho.  for  the  week  eMing  Novem'her  2..1Q18o 

Harvesting  ia  proceeding  slowly^  for  our  crew  varies  in  size  from  day  to 
.day«    We  have  at  least  four  more  days  of  digging  "before  we  finish.      The  whale 
and  cut  seed  rows  were  finished  on  Tuerdayl  the  seedlings  have  a31  teer^  tal:en 
'out  and  we  are  now  digging  the  irrigation  expe  rimento      Kalf  tlie  field  was  manur- 
ed   so  these  rows  ware  weighed  in  two  pa'^'^s.      We  have  hao.  some  trouble  using  the 
d'gger  for  many  of  the  vims  are  still  green  at  th^  'msa  a  nd  t  hey  ere  so  long 
ar.d  tough  that  they  wind  e.rourd  the  chain  airl.  :ie  cocs  i  ^.ate  frequsnt  stops«  "We 
have  had  to  pull  some  of  the  vines  l^ef ore  running  th^  digger  dov;n  the  rDws* 

The  weather  so  far  h^s  been  ideal  with  ±l3  excG-pht::on  of  ono  or  two  wind 

storms , 

Mr.  Gus  Vogeler  of  the  '^Togeler  Seed  Coij  i  Salt  j-:a!<:c  Gityj  told  Mr*  Wagner 
of  Jerome  that  he  would  i^sver  b;.y  for  storage  any  potatoes  grown  west  of  Po- 
catellOj  'idaho. 

Twelve  cars  of  potatoes  shipped  frrfn  4'.sroTn3  the  past  w<3ek.    Idsho  Rurals 
§1#15  to  |li20  per  cwt« ,  Netted  Gems  ^1»^C9      The  Gems  are  nob  very  ripe, 

(Margaret  Connor) 
< George  Dewey) 

Oklahoma  Notes.  Nc're:rber  8,  1^13, 

The  afternoon  of  October  24  vns  spent  at  Stillwater,  Cklahomaj  where 
arrargements  were  na  de  with  Horticulturist  Prof.  Fr  ivi,  Rolfr.p  of  the  A.g-'ieu  It  iu"al 
(Jbllege  and  Experiment  Station  to  test  out  nnrtte  rn  gro7;n  Triumph  seed  potatoes,- 
ab  the  Station  and  in  the  commeroial  potato  producing  cenher  at  ¥t<,  Jzbsrnu  it 
is  planned  to  make  the  test  in  the  Ft-,  Sibson  s^ection  on  a  sufficiently  large 
scale  to  satisfy  the  commercial  growers- a 

Timelv  and  copious  ra:i,n3  au?ing  the  week  have  f uj^  nished  very  favorable 
conditions  for  winter  wheat  and  ryv  throughout  Oklahoma. o 

Arkandag  Nntesi 

The  Experiment  station  at  Fayettevillo  ^  Arkansas  was  visited  on  Saturday, 
Cotobar  26  for  the  purpose  of  arrarig  ing  a  s:;miilai'  series  cf  seed  potato  testing  ag 
at  the  other  p' '.nts  mentiored*      A  test  ia  to  ';:s  car^-'ied  out  at  Fayetteville  and 
at  Van  Buren. 

bra ska  Notes* 

At  Lincolnj  Nebraska  onMoriipy,  October  28,  the  writer  nade  arrangenjent s 
with  Dr.  R.  F.  Howard,  whereby  lie  is  to  aesirt  in  '''he    sev-uring  of  high  grade  dry 
land  and  irrigated  ""riumph  seed  potatoes  for  tectiig  in  the  four  southei'-n  states 
previously  mentioned  in  this  and  the  pre«^eding  number  of  tVB   "2lye''«      It  is  pro- 
posed to  test  out  three  lots  ea-'rh  of  dry  land  and  irrigated  ?eed  from  reprer.ent- 
^tiv©  seed  producing  sections  in  tte  State*      Similar  lots  of  seed  to  be  gr^wn 
at  some  central  point  in  Nebraska  for  comparison  as  to  amount  of  disGss.--?  devel* 
,  oped  in  the  progeny* 

,  The  Nebraska  Potato  Association  is  to  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  Scottsbluff 

the  -wsok  of  D&cenber  4-6  • 


z 


Hinnesota  Notes* 

Tuesday,  October  29  was  spent  at  University  Fara,  St.  Paul,  Uinn*  arranc;lng 
with  Mr*  Tolaas  for  the  securing  of  high-grade  Triumph  seed  stock  for  the  South* 
The  sane  sort  of  a  test  will  be  rade  with  Minnegota  seed  as  with  NeT^raska  seed, 
except  that  in  the  foriner  case  no  irrigated  seed  will  be  obtainablQ  • 

The  llinnesota  Potato  Association  is  planning  to  hold  its  annual  neeting 
at  Grand  Rapids  on  November  20-21. 

Wisconsin  Notes* 


V/ednesday  forenoon  was  spent  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  v^here  similar  arrange- 
ments were  made  with  Prof.  Uilmrd  as  at  the  Minnesota  Station.  Accompanied 
Prof.  Uilward  to  Milviaukee  in  the  afternoon,  where  v;e  ::Bt  some  of  the  managers  efi 
the  Wisconsin  Potato  Exposition  which  is  to  be  held  in  tlrat  CTity  in  connection 
with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  V/isconsin  Potato  Association  Nov.  20-24« 

Chicago  Notes, 

Thursday  was  spent  in  Chicago  in  calling  on  members  of  the  inspection  and 
transportation  service  of  the  Bureaju  of  Markets.      Arrar^,e::ents  are  being  made  to 
give  those  who  are  in  attendance  at  the  Milv/aukee  meeting  an  opportunity  of  person- 
ally inspecting  carloads  of  potatoes  in  transit  from  Rhinelander,  Wis.  to  St.  Louis, 
lie,  in  which  certain  riethcds  of  loading  and  car  insulation  against  cold  are  being 
tested  out. 

The  firm  of  Albert  Uiller  &  Co,  was  next  visited  and  some  interesting  infor- 
mattion  on  the  marketing  situation  obtained  from  the  head  of  the  firm,  E'.Percy 
Miller,  in  charge  of  Potato  Distribution  of   the  U.  S.  Tood  Administration. 

(Wm.  Stuart) 

Washincrton  Notes^  For  the  week  ending  November  9.  1918. 

Since  arrival  at  the  office  our  time  has  been  largely  devoted  to  answering 
correspondence  and  completing  details  regarding  the  purchase  and  shipment  of 
Northern  grown  seed  potatoes  for  trial  in  the  South. 

Br.  H,  E.  Horton,  editor-in-chief  of  the  Potato  Hagazino  was  a  visitor  at 
the  Office  on  Sa-turday,  Novemiber  2« 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  mail  program  of  the  annual  m-eeting  of  the  Potato  Aasc- 
ciation  of  America  to  memters  of  tte  Association  on  the  11th. 

The  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Milwaukee ,  V/is.^  Nov.  20-21*  The  evening 
session  Nove  20  is  to  be  held  jointly  with  the  iiiembers  of  the  Wisconsin  Potato 
Association. 

Ilr.  Edmundsoa  returned  to  the  office  on  Monday  Nov»  4,  after  an  absonc©  cf 
two  weeks. 

Mr.  Lombard  is  on  leave  in  Rochester,  N.Y.      He  is  expected  to  return  on 
Nov.  25. 

V/ith  the  comple-ttion  of  field  operations  it  is  proposed  tc  make  this  mnaber 
the  last  issue  of  **Th0  Eyo"  for  1918. 
I  {%B,  Stuart), 


